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JOSMO's LETTERS, 



PART I. 



Price Three Shillings. 



TWELVE LETTERS 




STmpttitmntfs tojfcj obstruct 



TRADE & COMMERCE 



CITY AND PORT OF BRISTOL ; 



WHICH APPEARED IN 



FELIX FARLEY'S BRISTOL JOURNAL, 



Under the Signature o/ 



COSMO, 



INTERCESSOR MALJE REI CIYIS SALUTARIS BftTO. 

Cicero de Officii*. 
Let the opposer of a bad system be accounted a good and useftil Citistn. 



BRISTOL: 

tRINYlD, Fl/SUtHSD, AND SOLD IT J.K. OUTCH, 15, 
AND IT THI DimRINT BOOKSELLERS. 
1825. 
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TO 

FRANCIS FREELING, Esq. 

SECRETARY TO THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, 

F. A. S. Sec. 

A NATIVE OF BRISTOL, 
THAN WHOM, 
WHENEVER OPPORTUNITY HAS OCCURRED, 
NO CITIZEN HAS EXERTED HIMSELF 
MORE IN THE PROMOTION 
OF THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE WELFARE 
OF THIS CITY, 
THE FOLLOWING LETTERS ARE DEDICATED} 
AND THIS HUMBLE OPPORTUNITY 

GLADLY EMBRACED 

OF TESTIFYING THE OBLIGATIONS, 

AND THE SINCERE RESPECT 

OF HIS OBEDIENT SERVANT, 

Ths author. 
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PREFACE. 

Who is Cosmo ? — is a question, which may 
perhaps be expected to be revealed in this 
Preface. If it were of consequence to the 
attainment of any object, which he has in view; 
to the removal of any abuse, which he has ex- 
posed ; or to the redress of any grievance, which 
he has shewn to exist ; the name of the Author 
should without hesitation have been prefixed to 
this Pamphlet. But the disclosure, at this pe- 
riod, he conceives to be useless and unneces- 
sary. He believes, he has been in some slight 
degree instrumental in awakening his fellow- 
citizens to a sense of the immense advantages, 
which they have for years past supinely, and 
without a single effort, suffered to be wrested 
from them ; but, what is of greater import- 
ance, he thinks they are at last about to adopt 



VI 



the shortest and the best remedy, which could 
be devised, for their recovery, viz.— The Estab- 
lishment of a Chamber of Commerce in 
Bristol. 

Suffice it therefore to say, that whoever may 
be the individual through whose pen the ma- 
chinery has been set in motion, the know- 
ledge of his name can be of no service.— 
Especially, as he conceives, he can still effect 
more good by its concealment, than by its 
disclosure. Indeed, if it were only to add 
a little more to his personal gratification, 
when he listens to the amusing conjectures 
which are daily made as to his identity, he has 
sufficient inducement to keep it a secret ; parti- 
cularly as he has never once heard his name 
alluded to, or mentioned. It is an insignificant 
name, it is true ; and this has more than ever 
convinced him how powerful an engine is the 
Press of Great Britain, when used for beneficial 
purposes. " They," says the mighty and the 
caustic Junius, " who conceive that our News- 






vfi 
papers are no restraint upon bad men, or im- 
pediment to the execution of bad measijreg, 
know nothing of this country. While this cen« 
sorial power is maintained, to speak in the 
words of an ingenious foreigner,* both Minister 
and Magistrate are compelled, in almost every 
instance, to choose between their duty and their 
reputation.'" 

The principal value of these letters their 
author conceives to consist in the facts which 
they have made known, and which have not 
been controverted or denied. And it is singular* 
that loudly as they have been called for, neither 
apologist nor opponent has appeared against 
him. This can have arisen solely from his being 
surrounded by the Panoply of Truth. This 
will embolden him to proceed in his enquiries ; 
and encourage him to follow the same indepen- 
dent line of conduct, which he has hitherto pur- 
sued. The only praise which he claims for him- 
self is, that he has been industrious in the col- 

* De Lolme on the English Constitution, 
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lection of facts, all of which indeed have been 
open for years past to public animadversion ; — 
that he has fairly and concisely stated and com- 
bined them ; and has had courage so clearly and 
legibly to relate them, that he who runs may 
read and understand. 



Bristol, Jan. 8th, 1823. 
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LETTERS, &c. 

TO THE EDITOR OF FELIX FARLEY'* BRISTOL 
JOURNAL. 

[SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1882.] 

Sir, 

DURING a short absence from Bristol, in which period 
I chanced to pass through some of the most extensive and 
distinguished cities and towns in the United Kingdom, both 
commercial and manufacturing, I found upon enquiry, that 
the increasing prosperity which was evidently apparent in their 
wealth, population and buildings, had been in a great measure 
attributable to, and was in all cases commensurate with the 
exertions of their inhabitants to keep pace with the advance- 
ment of the age in knowledge and science. And I was naturally 
led to the consideration of the reasons, which had prevented 
Bristol from exhibiting the same striking prosperity which 
stared me in the face in Belfast,* in Greenock, in Glasgow, in 
Liverpool, and Birmingham, omitting other places of similar 
importance which lay out of my route. In this my first appeal 
to my fellow-citizens on their tardiness and lukewarmness in the 
imitation and adoption of schemes, which have led other cities 
and towns to a rank in the nation which they had never before 
attained, I shall, for many obvious reasons, prefer asking them 
what improvements and advantages they have lost and neglected, 
rather than enter into an enumeration of those (few indeed they 
are) which they have of late years obtained. That Bristol still 
upholds its high character for patriotism and loyalty, for religion 
and benevolence, I am proud to avow ; but I must assert, that ♦ 
if it means to continue and perpetuate these honorable virtues, 
and to maintain that pre-eminence for them which it now justly 
holds-, it must embrace likewise and cultivate those enlarged 
and enlightened conceptions and feelings, which are raising 
other parts of the British Empire to the most glaring rivalry, 
in rank and importance, with this ancient City. 

• The amount of the Custom Dues collected in this porttn the quarter 
ending in June last, was upwards of «£l 8,500. more than in the ssase duartsr 
in 1881. 

a 
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And I would ask in the first place, if Bristol has availed itself 
of late years of one hundredth part of the natural advantages 
and superior localities for commercial enterprise, with which 
it has pleased Providence to bless its port? — Has it in fact 
during the last thirty years advanced or retrograded in pros- 
perity and extent of trade either outward or inward ? Has it 
appropriated to its advantage as it might have done, one tenth 
part of the facilities for commerce, which were expected to be 
derived from the construction of its floating harbour ? Why 
was it that the spirit of improvement, which at that period 
blazed forth, was so speedily checked, and has ever since lain 
dormant ? Why is it, that in a city which has given birth to 
so many eminent literary characters, and among whose present 
inhabitant* I could mention names that are an honour to lite- 
rature, science, and the arts, there is no combination of that 
talent and intellect, which m other large cities, not only tends 
to encourage, improve and elevate their fellow-citizens, but 
casts a lustre around them, and exalts their birth place in the 
eyes of the nation ? Why is it that Bristol has been so many 
years raising an Institution for Philosophical purposes, which 
Liverpool, Manchester » and Birmingham were little more than 
as many months in completing, and bringing into actual opera- 
tion and practical utility ? If we have lost a Beddoes and a 
Davby, we have a P . n risen- up among us. And we 

have a J a in our immediate vicinity , ever studying to 

improve the welfare of his species, and always endeavouring to 
alleviate the sufferings of his fellow-creatures.* If we cannot 
boast of a Chatterton, we can lay claim to 8 ■ y as a 
Bristolian and our Laureate Bard. The Translator of Hesiob 
also still resides amongst us, a.firsfc-rate scholar and a poet* If 
we have lost a Biro, we have a R— — e to succeed him. 
Nay, have we not an eminent Merchant amongst us, who baa 
had spirit and taste to possess, and lay open to the public a 
Gallery of Paintings so transcendant in beauty and talent, that 
they, may fairly he said to vie with the metropolitan collections 
of the Hopes and Angerstlens? And as our historian and 
biographer have we not reason to be proud of the Atohoa of 
the Miuoms o£ BaisTai, ? Why then languishes our Pbilo- 

• " See a recent Letter to C. H. Parry, M. D. on the influence of arti- 
ficial eruption on certain diseases incidental to the human body." A theory 
I have heard it asserted second only to Dr. J.'s important discovery of vacci- 
nation; and well deserving of the most serious and extensive investigation; 



*>pM**l Itttitutidn ? m? *re not fa? potto&6t4,\U LdctureYs\ 
Hs Committees and elBcieirt officer already annbuueed ?' id 

Ge&togy We ha<* a C r ' . um . ,.^ * Jm v "' jftfrtd * C '•— % 

erar alite and active ill the accumulation- arid' observation 1 df 
the natural curiosities which surround us. In PtoySiology, fri 
Chemistry, to Botany, and hi all the sciences which enlarge tlte 
mind of man, and exalt his character, I could enumerate various- 
of my fellow-citizens, whose names are an honour to our city, 
and whose fame is established rat above my commendation. 
Ha#e we not also an Infirmary, where science and skill are so 
proverbial, that instruction within its walls is sought for wift 
avidity from every part of tl^e kingdom f Surrounded by all 
these pre-eminent advantages, w'iy is it that Bristol does not 
keep pace with other great cities in concentrating the talents 
which adorn her, and by their combination and influence assert 
and assume her proper influence and station ? LiteiUturk and 
flhe Arts have ever been tike handmaids of Prosperous Com- 
mcace. For the truth of Ifce assertion I need not to appeal in 
ancient times- to Greece or to* Rome, to Athens of to Florence; 
nor in modern days to the Metropolis of out empf r£, and to 
inost of our large commercial towns. In support of my position , 
Kho following quotation from one of the most elegant and 
classical Of our modern 1 Writers, Who combines in his Character 
both the merchant and the scholar, is so* much to my purpose, 
that I am proud to avail myself of his opinions in an Address 
ttf bis fellow-ciifctens- a*t Liverpool, on a someWhat simitar 
subject.* 

"Of the connection 1 tiiaft has from' rue' earliest ages* subsisted 
between Commerce and intellectual improvement, the records 
of the human race bear constant evidence. The perfection and 
happiness of our nature arise m a great degree from the exercise 
6fotiV retuttoe <t*tf sotial fee&ngi $ and the' itiidcr these are ex- 
tended, the mtite txcellertf and atcomplhhed *>fil be ttie character 
that wM fie formed. The first step to commercial intercourse is 
rude and selfish; and consists of little more than an interchange' 
and batter' of article's 1 necessary to the accommodation df the 
psrttes-; buf as 1 this* intercourse ^extended, mUtuaF confidence 
take* place; habrte of acquaintance and eveu of esteem and 
fritffifefep are formed 1 ; till Wmay jterbaps* without exaggeration 
be' averted, that ef aW the Wnd* by vbhich society is at this day 

• Btoscox's Inaugural Address on the opening of a Literary Institution. 



Digits 



zed by G00gle 



united, these of mercantile connection are the mat numerous and 
the most, extensive. The direct consequence of this is not only 
an increase of wealth to those countries, where commerce is 
carried on to its proper extent, but an improvement in the 
intellectual character, and a superior degree of civilization in 
those by whom its operations are conducted. Accordingly we 
find, that in every nation where commerce ha$ been cultivated 
upon great and enlightened principles, a considerable proficiency 
has always been made in liberal studies and pursuits." 

" Without recurring again to the splendid examples of anti- 
quity, it may be sufficient to advert to the effect produced by 
the Free States in Italy, and the Hanse Towns in Germany, in 
improving the character of the age. Under the influence of 
commerce, the barren Islands of Venice, and the unhealthy 
swamps of Holland became not only seats of opulence and splen- 
dour, but the abodes of literature, of science, and the fine arts ; 
and vied with each other not less in the number and celebrity of 
eminent men, and distinguished scholars, than in the extent of 
their mercantile concerns. Nor is it possible to repress our 
exultation at the rising prospects and rapid improvements of our 
own Country ; or to close our eyes to the decisive evidence 
which every day brings before us of the mutual advantages 
which commerce and literature derive from each other. Not 
only in the metropolis, but in many of the great commercial 
towns, academical institutions are formed, and literary societies 
established upon different plans and with different resourses, 
but all of them calculated to promote the great objects of intel- 
lectual improvement. And it may be justly observed, that these 
establishments have no longer left the beneficial influence, which 
commerce and literature have on each other, to be inferred from 
historical deductions, or far sought arguments, but have actually 
brought them together ; have given them a residence under the 
same roof; and inseperably united the bold, vigorous, and active 
character of the one, with the elegant accomplishments and higher 
graces of the other " , 

Upheld by such arguments, and supported by such an autho- 
rity, it is my intention, Mr. Editor, if you will occasionally 
spare me a column in your Journal, to endeavour to shew, that 
the future rise or decline of this ancient City will depend upon 
the exertions, it must immediately make to recover its Commer- 
cial Prosperity ! ! COSMO. 






LETTER II. 

Ma. Editor, 

In prosecuton of the task I have assigned to myself of 
endeavouring to point out the causes, which have prevented 
Bristol from keeping pace with other large and populous cities, 
I am well aware that, if they are probed to the bottom, some 
unwelcome truths must be spoken, and some unpleasant dis- 
closures made. If, however, these necessary preliminaries are 
impartially stated, and supported and corroborated by evidence, 
reason and good sense, aided by all-powerful self interest, must 
eventually prevail : and a frequent discussion of the subject 
through the medium of the press, cannot fail in the end, to 
detect error and overcome prejudice. I intend the contents 
of this and the succeeding letter to consist only of general 
propositions ; I shall afterwards endeavour to support them by 
facts and calculations. 

In visiting, Sir, the Exchange or Commercial Marts of other 
great cities, it is impossible to overlook the mutual intercourse, 
civilities and attentions, which appear to exist between the 
higher and the middling classes of merchants and manufacturers. 
It is also well known, that the generality of the commercial 
men of the present day, who have acquired large fortunes, have 
most of them (highly to their honour) gained them by their own 
industry and exertions ; or they are, with few exceptions, only 
the inheritors of them from an immediate predecessor. It 
is not thus with the landed proprietor, whose- paternal estate 
has descended frequently from generation to generation for 
centuries ; and custom has in some measure reconciled us to 
the family pride or aristocratic demeanour, which has thereby 
been engendered. I am not, Sir, drawing this distinction with 
the intention of arguing that one of these classes is more worthy 
of regard than another, but merely to shew, that such is the 
situation of man as society is at present constituted, that it 
seldom happens in commercial cities, but that there is a living 
witness of the origin and progress of prosperity ; that wealth 
alone does not confer rank and importance, or raise the indi- 
vidual in the same ratio above the middling class of his fellow 
merchants, as the rich landlord is generally exalted above his 
poorer tenant. I am afraid also, it must be confessed, that this 
foolish and narrow principle of the pride of wealth has of late 
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years been too predominant in ,the city of Bristol. It would 
not, perhaps, be difficult to trace this failing to its true source ; 
but that is not my present purpose. All I would now inquire 
•j nto is, whether tjiis silly attempt at pre-eminence is observable 
pn the same degree in other commercial cities. On the contrary* 
in London, in Liverpool, in Glasgow, I appeal to any person 
of observation, if Jjiere is not still most strikingly apparent, 
thai promiscuous intercourse in the tours of business, which sets 
at rest all that feeling of superiority that makes a man say to 
himself " am not I richer than thou ?" I would ask also, 
whether it was not in this spirit of condescension, this abandon- 
inent of pride, that in olden times the + * * * * * 
* * *.* * * * ******* 

Tfrere are, Sir, it is true, numerous respectable individuals 
am##gst us, who are at this time fully aware of the causes which 
r^fard pur prosperity 5 but with becoming diffidence they very 
properly expect the removal of the obstacles to originate with 
those to whom importance is attached for their wealth, and the 
rank they have assumed amongst us. 

But 4o we find in this wealthy body the reciprocity of feeling 
for which I am contending ; do we meet with an intermixture 
of character, an interchange of sentiment, and devotion to the 
public benefit on our Exchange, or in ipr Commercial rooms ? 
Without fear of contradiction I assert that we do not ; and fur- 
ther, thai until a more decided equality and communion of 
interest does take place, and the rich unite with the less wealthy 
tor the general good, Bristol must go on sinking in die scale 
of commercial prosperity. 

f We have taken the liberty in this place of omitting some classical allu- 
sions of our Correspondent. His quotation from Horace is certainly very 
happy, as well as the contrast he draws between some of our merchants and' 
the celebrated family of the Medici ; and the bargain concluded on the Rialto 
at Venice could not have been misapplied. But with deference to Cosmo, 
such illustrations will come with better taste when be returns to the subject 
of our Philosophical Institution.— It is related of a certain learned Clerk at 
Greenock, that in his endeavour to remove some nuisances at that port, he 
commenced his remonstrances to the Magistrates by saying, that " in Home 
and Athens, and in all well-regulated cities, &c"-rthereby exhorting the 
Balie of Greenock to imitate the Roman Consuls and the Athenian Archons, 
and to recal to mind how Tarquitiius Friscus constructed the cloaca? of the 
Eternal City, how Provost Pericles built the Parthenon, and with what dig- 
nity Epaminondas performed his duty as a Bailie, even with respect to the 
cammon. sewers and dung-hills of Thebes. Yet, notwithstanding the erudi- 
tion of the learned Clerk, the nuisances remained, till a Bailie of the town, 
who had obtained a patent for water-closets and other hydraulic machines, well 
paid himself for the removal of them. We malte no allusion to the state of 
our float, &c. &c. And we trust our Correspondent will perceive our reason 
for this line 0/ asterisks.— Ebixo* of FeHx Farley. 



By these general remarks 1 should "be sorry to give offence—*. 
I trust no one can feel offended : and in any other communica- 
tion, Sir, that you may allow me to offer to the public, I will 
equally endeavour to avoid personalities ; though it may be 
presumptuous in me, perhaps, to expect forgiveness; for I 
remember an axiom of one of our great moral poets, that there 
is more offence in general than in personal satire. 

" The fewer still you name, you wound the more ; 
" Bond is but one, but Harpaac is a score." 

From these premises, however, offend whom I may, I moat, 
Sir, draw this conclusion; that unless the Commhrciaij Aristo- 
cracy of this city becomes more blended witfi .the Democracy 
or Plebeian interests of the place, a cold and chilling Wight, 
the natural attendant upon pride, will continue to blast every 
exertion of the humble but not Less worthy citizen, in bis 
attempt to restore the port to a healthy and vigorours state of 
commerce. I may be blamed, Sir, by the present generation, 
for casting this stigma upon the place, and the inhabitants 
amongst whom I reside ; but I cannot forget a remark I heard 
in the tour I have before alluded to, that the Scotch now think 
Dr. Johnson, who so severely satirized them, their greatest 
benefactor. His remark, at Inyerary I think, that it was there 
he first saw a tree in Scotland, set them to planting ; and those 
who have lately visited that country, must now confess, that 
not only is the reflection he made upon their barren hills unde- 
serving, but that in a few years their kingdom must become* the 
most beautifully wooded in any of his Majesty's dominions.— • 
That I may live, Sir, to see as fine a forest of majrts towering 
upon our floating harbour as I have lately seen of firs in Scot- 
land, is the sincere wish of 

COSMO. 
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LETTER III. 

TO JAMES GEORGE, ESQ. 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor of the City of Bristol. 

Sir, 

My present letter does indeed touch on a tender and 
delicate subject ; whether or not I shall be able to handle it 
without giving offence to those who are in authority, I cannot 
foresee ; but one necessary assertion I ought perhaps to make in 
this early stage of the discussion in which I am engaged, viz. 
that though I may propose a reformation of abuses, I am no 
Radical; I want to upset no constituted authority ; I wish to 
bring none of the higher powers into disrepute. My only aim 
is to shew, that the principal Bodies, which now govern and 
direct the trade of the Port of Bristol , are, it is much to be feared, 
in the present state of society, and even by the very nature of 
their constitutions, incapable of, and inadequate to, the remo- 
val of the impediments, which retard the advancement of our 
commerce. 

- It may, however, rest with you, Sir, to falsify my assertion ; 
and I address to you this letter, because I think at this particular 
period, you are placed in a most enviable situation. As the chief 
Magistrate of our city, I presume it lies in your power to be- 
come one of its greatest benefactors— the emancipator of its 
-grievances and wrongs ; for I am certain, Sir, it requires only a 
Gentleman and a Citizen placed, in your exalted station, to bring 
the subject I am discussing properly before a meeting of your 
Common Council ; and then, sanctioned by your countenance 
and support, it could not fail to meet with success. And I 
urge you the more earnestly to this act of Patriotism, because 
I am convinced, that there is no member of your Corporation 
in his individual capacity, but who acknowledges, that what are 
called the Town Dues constitute one of the chief impediments 
to the commerce of our Port. The portion of these dues 
exacted by the Corporation of which you are the bead, can be 
held only in trust for the welfare of the Citizens at large, and 
not for the aggrandizement or the separate advantage of a few 
individuals. Read, Sir, the last Report of the Committee of 
the House of Commons on the Trade of the Country, and you 
will find, that chartered Companies of as great antiquity as your 
own are amenable to, and under the controul of, the great 



Council of the Nation \ and that the funds committed to their 
care, may be altered from their original source, and must be 
dispensed for the public good. 

You cannot be ignorant, Sir, of the purpose for which Cor- 
porations were first instituted — that they originated, when the 
Throne found it necessary to grant the subject certain privileges 
and exemptions as a counterbalance against the strides of power, 
which the Nobles or Aristocracy of the realm were then making 
upon Royalty. Corporations were instituted for three different 
objects ;— for the support and maintenance of religion and 
laws — for the advancement of learning— and the extension and 
security of commerce. And at this period of our history they 
were eminently useful in the preservation of those rights and 
immunities, which, if granted only to the individuals composing 
the Body Corporate, would, upon their decease, have become 
ldbt or extinct. Nor can there be any doubt, but that at this 
period they tended most beneficially towards the introduction 
and maintenance of regular government, of police, and of 
learning and the arts ; to their diffusion throughout the empire, 
and of the invaluable advantages of personal security and 
general liberty. These communities, however, which by aug- 
menting the wealth and importance, and concentrating the 
power of individuals, were eminently useful in checking the 
oppression of the feudal government, and extending personal 
and political liberty, became in process of time injurious by 
their exclusive privileges and restraining laws, to the freedom 
and liberty of individuals, and to the general interests of com- 
merce. In order to create a Corporation, no other authority 
in ancient times seems to have been necessary, in many parts 
of Europe at least, than that of the Town Corporate in which 
it was established. And thence originated those Corporations, 
which now uphold their rights by prescription. Bristol I 
believe has no other authority for many of its corporate rights 
than prescriptive usage. But in England a Charter from the 
King was also necessary to be obtained ; and this prerogative 
of the Crown seems to have been reserved, rather for extorting 
money from the subject, than for the defence of the common 
liberty against offensive monopolies. Upon paying a fine to 
the King, the Charter appears generally to have been readily 
granted $ and when any particular class, of artificers or traders 
thought fit to act as a corporation without a charter, such 
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u eiulterinc **#*" as they were called, were not always di&> 
frauchised on that account, but were obliged to pay an annual 
fine to the King for permission to exercise their usurped pri- 
vileges. Indeed, there seems to have been Utile distinction 
between chartered and prescriptive Corporations, both of them 
being alike amerced in a fine to the Crown at the commence- 
ment of almost every reign. Your own Corporation, though 
claiming several prescriptive privileges, found it necessary on 
the accession of many of our Monarchs to the throne, down to 
the time of Queen Anne, to strengthen its rights by Charter 
from the Crown. As to the immediate inspection of these 
Corporate Bodies, and the bye-laws which they enacted for their 
own government, they appear also to have emanated from the 
Town Corporate in which they were established $ and whatever 
discipline was exercised over them, proceeded commonly not 
from the King, but from some greater incorporation, of which 
the subordinate -ones were only parts or members. Dr. Adah 
Smith, in his " Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations," 
has shewn in what way Corporations now check the operations 
of commerce : and how their internal rules produce combina- 
tions against the public weal, and are injurious even to the 
members themselves. " Corporation laws," he says, " obstruct 
the free circulation of labour, from one employment to another i 
and this effect they produce in a greater degree than they obstruct 
the circulation of stock from one place to another $ for this 
obvious reason, because it is every where much more easy for 
a wealthy merchant to obtain the privilege of trading in a town 
corporate, than for a poor artificer to obtain that of working 
in it." These sentiments of Adam Smith do not perhaps all 
exactly apply to the privileges and government of the Corpo- 
ration of Bristol as at present established. Some of his reason- 
ing however certainly does— and as there are other discrepancies 
and restrictive laws crept into it, which he has not enumerated, 
it becomes necessary to enquire into those obstructions to the 
trade and commerce of the place, which have grown out of our 
Corporate Bodies, as at present constituted. 

The Corporations or Public Societies, whose internal regula- 
tions interfere with the trade of our port, are three in number ; 
via. That of which your Worship is the head, commonly 
known by the name of The Corporation ; The Sochety or 
MoacHANT Venturers; and Thp Bristol Dock Company, 
I will notice each of them in succession. 
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1 have said, before, that Corporations were instituted for the 
preservation of religion and the laws; of learning, and of 
commerce. So far as your Corporation and that of the Mer- 
chants' Society (the only two, indeed, that exist for the pnrpose) 
have applied their revenues, audi exercised their authority and 
prerogatives in the support of the two first>named objects, I 
have -Uie highest gratification to fad, that in the visit and 
eaamunation lately made by the Parliamentary Commissioners, 
fefcey are reported to have discharged their trusts with most 
exemplary fidelity and care. As Magistrates it cannot be 
disputed* but that justice is impartially administered, and 
religion and morality maintained and inculcated. And as' 
Governors and Trustees of oar public seminaries and charitable 
institutions every exertion has "been used and encouragement 
given, for the advancement of sound learning and useful edu- 
cation * and the proper application of charitable donations. I 
wish it were in my power to add similar testimony to the fulfil-* 
meat of tfce trusts reposed in tJfeem, for the support they ougfct 
to have rendered to the trade and commerce of our City. If I 
may believe an historian of modern date, they were once deserv- 
ing of every praise * and in several of his pages, there are docu- 
ments to shew, that Bristol truly and deservedly occupied the 
second station in the kingdom.* 

To what canse then is it to be ascribed, that the trade of 
Bristol has not only not increased in proportion to any other 
port, but that, if it has not most materially declined, it certainly 
remains stationary ? I boldly reply, that it is owing to the 
illiberal restrictions and oppressive dues imposed on its trade by 
our Corporate Bodiet.— And I would first, Sir, notice those, 
which are collected by your Corporation, and are called the 
Mayor's Dues. These, as well as those exacted by the other 
Societies, are all of so much importance, and will require such 
minute investigation, and as I fear I have already trespassed too 
far upon the columns of Felix Farley > I must defer the consi- 
deration of them to my next letter, and subscribe myself, 

Your bumble Servant and Fellow Citizen, 

COSMO. 

♦ See the Dedication to BarraU's Bristol, and pages 164-169— 187. 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir, 

This very valuable documents with which 1 have this 
week been favoured, in consequence of your note appended to 
my last address, requiring more time and attention to arrange 
and digest, than I have at present been enabled to bestow upon 
them, must be my apology for not entering in this letter upon 
the subject of the Mayor's Dues. Should, you, however, find a 
spare corner in your columns, you would, I think, be doing very 
essential service to the cause in which I am embarked, by the in- 
sertion of the following extracts from a recent Dublin News- 
paper ; as they will not only show the success, which another 
large trading city has met with in its attempt to emancipate it- 
self from the trammels of custom and prejudice, but they must, 
I should think, encourage my fellow citizens without loss of 
time to devise measures for the removal of those obstacles, which 
are every day impeding the trade of the Port of Bristol. In a fu- 
ture letter also it is probable I shall have occasion to refer to 
these extracts ; in the mean time I shall leave the application of 
their contents to the good sense and discernment of your readers. 

COSMO. 



" Dublin, Monday, Oct. 21. 

" Guild of Merchants.— -Chamber of Commerce. — It will 
appear odd to our fellow-subjects on the other side of the Irish 
Channel, but so it is, however, that the Merchants of Dublin 
have withdrawn altogether from the Guild of Merchants \ or 
more accurately speaking, perhaps, that none of the mercantile 
business of this city is transacted in a Corporation purporting to 
represent the Mercantile Interest. 

" The truth is, the Guild has ceased to be a Commercial Body. 
Whatever it might have been at first, it is no more than a Body 
Politic ; or rather one of the fountains which supply the reser- 
voir of the Corporation with fitting and proper members. There 
are few Merchants among them, and even those who are free of 
the Guild very seldom interfere in the management of its con- 
cerns. Its native Members are Aldermen, Sheriffs, Peers, Com- 
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mon Council Men, Police Magistrates, Members of other Guilds, 
men of all sizes and sorts, Corporation Placemen, Coal Mea- 
surers, &c. &c. The consequence has been that this Guild, like 
other t, has long since lost its original cuaractbr. 

" From the disposition manifested by this Guild to make 
every thing a personal job for some of the most needy of its mem- 
bers, or to turn every object into corporate or political purposes, 
it became necessary for the Merchants of Dublin, some years ago, 
to transact their business apart from these persons, and more re- 
cently there has been formed a Chamber of Commerce with these 
special views. We need not say that the latter body, as it 
really represents, and is composed of the Mercantile Interest 
of the city, possesses the entire confidence of its constituents, and 
the public. Their conduct is well known. By their activity, 
and intelligence of their Council, they have been enabled to re- 
move several restrictions on trade : and have really obtained se- 
veral substantial advantages for the Mercantile Body. They are 
not only in constant correspondence with similarly constituted 
establishments in Ireland, Scotland, and England, but with the 
Revenue and Treasury Boards, and with the Government of the 
country. In short, the Constituted Authorities communicate with 
no other Body upon Commercial Affairs. Of the Guild of Mer- 
chants they have no judicial knowledge. 

" One benefit, recently obtained by a judicious negotiation on 
the part of the Chamber of Commerce, was an allowance of £\ 0,000. 
on account of Cranage Fees, levied, it should appear, incorrectly, 
on the Merchants of Dublin. Government, much to its credit, 
listened to the claim of the Chamber of Commerce, and ordered 
the repayment of £ 10,000. in liquidation of the demands of the 
Merchants. The latter agreed to allow this sum to stand in the 
name of the Chamber, to the Commercial Account of the City. 
Yet, will it be believed, the Guild of Merchants, who are no 
more the Merchants of Dublin than they are the people of Ire- 
land, have the modesty to put in a claim to this fund to Govern- 
ment 1 These persons really passed a vote, at their last Hall, for 
this sum of money, assuming to be the Merchants of the City. 
The claim is impudent, and the conduct foolish. Laughter 
would be one of our first feelings on this enunciation of super- 
lative ; but disgust has superseded that sentiment. The 

£10,000. would be, doubtless, a good thumping sum to divide be- 
tween the Managers of that Worshipful Corporation— but alas t 
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it cannot be. They artist content themselves at present^ with 
what they can make of Ike coals. Ho* long they will bo 
suffered to indulge in this pleasing occupation, the next Session 
of Parliament may probably inform ma." 



Extract f mm th6 Journal of the following meek ;-«- 

Dublin, Oct. 28th. 

" On Monday last we mentioned that the Guild of Merchants 
had applied to Government for the claim which was succesfully 
made by the Chamber of Commerce on account of Cranage 
Fees. We proved succesfully, that the Guild of Merchants, 
not being by their title what they prof ened to be, were not entitled 
to the same. They had the modesty, however, to make the 
application. It was treated as such kind of applications should 
be treated. It was rejected forthwith ; and the Chamber of 
Commerce was informed, that for the payment the Lords of the 
Treasury had issued the necessary orders to the Commissioners 
of Customs for refunding the money, which is to be placed to 
the account of the Merchants of the City of Dublin — the Chamber 
of Commerce being recognised a* their representative^ 
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LETTER V. 

TO JAMES GEORGE, ESQ. 

The Might Worshipful the Mayor of the City of Bristol. 

There is, Sir, in this City and Port a duty collected, the 
name of which so intimately connects itself with the office 
which you now hold, that to pass it by unnoticed in this humble 
attempt to point out the impediments to the trade of Bristol, 
would have been impossible. The Mayor's Dues stare me in 
the face in every column of my ledger. The rate is this, inde- 
pendent of other Town Duest— mark the words, other Town 
Dues ; viz. Forty Shillings on each voyage for every vessel 
that enters our Port above 60 tons burthen, with 5s. to the 
Quay Warden ; and 9s. 6d. for every vessel under that burthen.. 

Now, Sir, I would humbly beg leave to ask you two questions. 
First, Under what authority these dues ate collected ? Secondly % 
For what purposes are they applied ? 

In reply to the first question, I anticipate the answer— -that 
your Corporation exacts them under a Prescriptive Right. 
That prescriptive right has, I am informed, once been unsuc- 
cessfully, though keenly contested by the Citizens of Bristol. 
But allow me to add, Sir, that this was at a period, when trade 
and commerce were not so well understood or so extensively 
carried on as in the present day ? when even the Government of 
our country was underlie Vassalage of Corporate Rights 1 ; when 
the principles of political economy were as little understood in 
theory as in practice. It was, Sir, at a period when our Cor- 
porate Bodies upheld their rights principally upon prescriptive 
mage. But, Sir, the merchants of our day are more enlight- 
ened than their ancestor* $ and the events of the last thirty 
years have opened- a new era in the commercial world. I am 
not, Sir, a root and branch reformer; I am writing with the 
words and doctrines before me of a select Committee of the 
House of Commons, who at the close of the last Sessions made 
their " Report upon the Foreign Trade of the Country." The 
principles, the examinations, the reasonings, the results, and 
the recommendations of this Committee are well worthy the 
attention of all Corporate Bodies in the kingdom, which levy 
duties upon or interfere with the trade of the country. The 
lending subject of inquiry in. this, report was an examination 
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into the application of the funds levied upon trade, both 
domestic and foreign, by tbe Corporation of the Trinity -house. 
A Corporation, Sir, not so ancient, I will allow, as the Cor- 
poration of Bristol, but one established by Royal Charters like 
your own $ and whose revenues amount to nearly j£ 140,000. per 
ann. having the appointment of officers to very lucrative situa- 
tions, and extensive patronage of various descriptions. A rigid 
enquiry into the application of their revenue, has however, taken 
place. And I cannot refrain from the selection of a few remarks 
of this Select Committee of tbe Commons upon the application 
of a large amount of the Trinity-House Funds, because they 
fully bear me out in the assertion, that an enquiry into public 
abuses and impediments to trade is not the intermeddling spirit 
of a few officious individuals, but the necessary duty of the 
Statesmen of the present day, for the maintenance of that great 
commercial enterprize in which this country is engaged in every 
quarter of the globe. In order to the understanding of some of 
the following sentences, I should perhaps, first premise, that 
the Charters granted to the Trinity-house, specify tne rate* to 
be collected, and the application of them. Differing in this res- 
pect most materially from the Charters of Bristol, which were 
principally granted for the allowance of certain privileges and 
immunities to this favoured city and port. , For it is, as I shall 
hereafter have occasion to notice, by your bye laws alone, that 
you can claim the right of enacting rates and levying taxes. 

As I have not room, Sir, in this letter, to comment upon the 
different quotations I am about to make, I shall merely venture 
to assert generally, that several of our Town Dues are not now 
applied to the purposes for which they were originally intended, 
that they exceed also those purposes for which they were to be 
collected, and that they are therefore prejudicial in the extreme 
to the trading interests of the port. With these preliminary 
remarks, I think yourself and my. fellow citizens will .find no 
difficulty in the understanding and proper application of the 
quotations which follow :— 

" Your Committee do not question the discretion with which 
the power of the Crown has been exercised ; but they feel it their 
duty to call the observation of the House to the specified purpose 
for which alone the right of receiving duties from British or 
Foreign shipping is conceded ; namely to compensate for. the 
erection and maintenance of the Lights in question. That the . 



umount of such duties should be measured by the necessary expert*' 
diiurefor that purpose, will not be disputed 5 and appears to 
your Committee to be confirmed by the circumstance of no 
surplus (except in a single instance) being contemplated, and 
no application of it being directed. If, therefore, these dues 
impose upon the shipping of the country a burthen much greater 
thun by the specific purpose for which they were authorised, is 
rendered in any degree necessary, your Committee conceive it 
to be contrary to the intention with which such impost was laid, 
and Affording a fair claim to relief on the part of commercial 
interests that are affected by it."— Again, 

"Whether originally, the dues were not more than might be 
necessary, and have since, from circumstances become so, or 
whether they were calculated with a view to a surplus, they 
appear now to be greatly beyond the ostensible purpose for 
which they were granted, or which any contingencies connected 
with the maintenance of the Lights, and the advantage of navi- 
gation, can render necessary : this is shewn by the accumulation 
of a fund from the surplus collection, and the rents of estates, 
amounting to a sum, the income arising from which is stated at' 
,£10,000 per annum." — Also, 

" The question is less as to the application than to the prin- 
ciple on which the surplus referred to is collected, and whether 
for the purposes of such a distribution, meritorious as it may be, 
a large sum ought to continue so to be directly levied on the 
shipping,' either of this country or of foreigners, oppressive as 
it not only is to our shipping directly, but productive of ! re- 
strictions and imposts upon it in foreign ports, highly injurious 
to our commercial interests, and avowedly dependent on the 
continuance of this, together with other distinctions unfavour- 
able to foreign navigation." — And 

" Your Committee is not aware of a sufficient reason to war- 
rant the charges made on shipping of any description, not being 
strictly confined to the amount allowed by Charter and Acts of 
Parliament ; and is of opinion, that the commission upon the 
receipt of the Trinity dues might be saved, as they can be col- 
lected with other dues at the Trinity House. The sum annually 
collected from foreign ships for Trinity dues, after deducting 
the commission of collection, has been very considerable ; the 
authority under which it has been collected, as well as the ap- 
propriation of it, is that of ancient custom. It forms in iU 
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application, a principal part of the remuneration of the elder 
brethren." 

In another place alluding to some abuse or misapplication, 
the Committee remark that " No previous investigation on tki$ 
subject, however, according to the statement of the witness alluded 
to, ever appears to have taken place ; and of this your Committee 
cannot but express their disapprobation. The grants to the Cor- 
poration* conveying an authority to levy money from the subject, 
were evidently intended for the public service, and not to be con- 
verted into a source of private emolument" — Report upon the 
Foreign Trade of the Country. 

I cannot omit likewise to call to your Worship's notice, that 
the Premier Member of the present Administration, in his office 
of Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, acting under the sugges- 
tion and recommendation of this Committee, at a meeting held 
during the last week at Dover, has recommended to the Harbour 
Sessions a reduction in their tolls. Nor can the proceedings of 
the Chamber of Commerce at Dublin, alluded to in my last 
letter, have escaped your notice. With the knowledge of such 
sentiments as these, and with such examples before you, can, 
Sir, yourself or your Corporation any longer shut your eyes to 
the investigations which are going forward, and the corrections 
and improvements which are in progress in the commercial affairs 
of our country. Prescriptive Rights alone will not longer avail. 
For unless you can shew to a Committee of the House of Commons, 
that you apply the dues you collect for the welfare of your 
fellow-citizens, to the improvement of the port, and for the 
benefit of commerce, depend upon it, your immunities now 
rest upon a very unstable foundation. 

It is for these reasons, Sir, that I would humbly urge you 
to be the willing and patriotic Citizen, who would voluntarily 
undertake the amelioration of our Port Dues. 1 do not ask you, 
Sir, for the total remission or abolition of them — it is merely 
to comply with the universal wish of your fellow-citizens, to 
propose to your Common Council their revision and abatement; 
and by a bold and decisive example to sacrifice a few old preju- 
dices and selfish feelings to the public good. There is a niche 
open for you, Sir, in the annals of fame in your native city, 
which I would beseech you to occupy. Depend upon it, if you 
do not, one of your successors will speedily claim it. 

Let me here, Sir, also remind you of an opinion of the cele- 



hraied Lord. Chief JnsUce M*ns£el4 on^ptflectf <5usU>n»£tad 
privilege. *' If a eastern," s*ys he, " wjiicb dspriya^tke.aiiV 
ject of his property was as old as Adam, and was founded on 
injustice, it ought immediately on the 4iscpYery,.to be r^'Mtor 
and abolished— usurpation should not plead Me, sane fan, of .pre- 
scrfytiw" It was in a case of Town flue* that be gayeitkb 
opinion — and he further adds " tjiat these town dues may i have 
been suffered for a time, but that could he no reason why their 
illegality and oppression should be perpetuated— time could not 
sanctify injustice." 

I have hitherto presumed, Sir, that the highest claim which your 
Corporation can assert for the. collection of the Mayor's dues, is 
Prescription. I will, however, for the sake of argpsnent, allow 
that it can rest its claim also upon certain Charters granted at 
various periods to your Corporate Body. And tikat in the 
Charters of Charles II. And Queen Anpe, there is a confirma- 
tion of all your Rights; by which, you are enabled to make 
by-laws ; and by tjiese by-laws to levy rates ; and tJaat if these 
rates are not oppressive and unjust, that a court of law will 
uphold you in the collection, of them. Now I apprehend, tfcat 
if it is under this authority, that they are collected, it is impera- 
tive on you also to shew, that the expenditure of i them, is, in 
some shape or another for the benefit oftfa City; and.it i& pro- 
bable, as on a former occasion, that your Corporation, calling 
yourselves Conservators of the City and Harbour, will set up this 
as the Plea for their collection 

And the examination of this Plea naturally leads me to my 
second point of enquiry, viz. — To what purposes are the Mayor's 
Dues applied. Are they appropriated to the improvement of the 
City or Harbour ? — Are they appropriated to the sole maintenance 
and dignity of your Worship's person and office ? — or rather, 
were they not once applied to that of your Worship jointly 
with the Sheriffs of our City ? They are now, however, if I 
am not misinformed, merged into the general corporate fund, 
and the gross sum of £2,500. per annum is allowed thereout to 
your Worship, and £600. each per annum to the Sheriffs of the 
City, to enable you and them to bear the expence of your respect- 
ive offices. Assuming this to be the fact, I think I shall be able 
to shew, that there is here a manifest departure from the purpose 
for which these dues were originally collected. I have room 
only here to allude incidentally to this perversion of their 
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object. I shall have occasion to observe upon it more at large, 
when I come to consider the subject of the Town Dues. 

The amount of these Mayor's Dues I shall accurately state in 
a future letter. Did this municipal rate stand alone, I should 
not, perhaps, call it exorbitant; but coupled with the Town 
Dues, the nature and amount of which will form the subject of 
my next letter, it enters into that combination of oppressive 
charges under which the Trade of the Port of Bristol at this 
time proverbially labours. 

Believe me, Sir, in this necessary comment on the application 
of your Corporate revenues, I have no wish to abridge the 
Magistracy of one privilege, one luxury, or one civic distinc- 
tion or honour. Were the Accounts of your Corporation 
published, which, being merely Trust Property, I conceive 
they ought to be, I should then have a better opportunity of 
judging, whether the funds necessary to support the dignity 
and the grace of office might not be better supplied out of 
another channel. As it is, I must have recourse to conjecture ; 
and if I am erroneous in my conclusions, I must expect to be 
reported of, as I deserve. I mean personal offence to no one. 
It is the rights of my fellow-citizens that I would wish to 
uphold % it is the prosperity of the City of Bristol, that I am 
anxious to maintain and extend. 

COSMO. 
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LETTER VI. 
TO THE CORPORATION OP THE CITY OP BftlSTOL. 

Gentlemen, 

Hating written my last letter more immediately to the 
head of your Corporate Body, on account of the peculiar 
nature of the tax therein considered, I have for a similar reason 
addressed my present letter on the Town Dues to you. And 
the subjects relative thereto, which I propose to discuss, are the ' 
following: 

1. The singular formation of the Corporation of Bristol. 

2. Its power to levy Town Dues. 

3. The particular nature of those Dues. 

4. Their oppressive and partial effects. 

5. And the purposes to which your Corporation apply them. 
It is by numerous ancient Charters and Grants from the Crown, 

no less I think than fifty, that your Corporation has grown up 
to its present magnitude and importance. The grant of each 
new Charter was, I observe, frequently obtained for the acqui- 
sition of some fresh privilege, or for the confirmation or defi- 
nition of some old, and perhaps disputed, or doubtful one. In 
the Charter of Charles the 2nd, there is a very particular 
enumeration of all your former Charters, which is not the case 
in Queen Anne's. In the latter no surrender takes place ; the' 
new Charter being granted for the purpose of conferring "more 
ample liberties, profits and privileges.' 1 ' I allude to the pecu- 
liarities of these two modern Charters, because I apprehend it 
is upon the authority of one or the other of them, or both, that 
the powers and privileges of your Common Council are founded; 
and that, therefore, whenever disputes have arisen, or may arise 
between yourselves and your Fellow-citizens, it has been, and 
would again be upon the construction of these Charters, that 
you would rely for success. To some of the sections in these 
Charters, I may have occasion hereafter pointedly to refer. 
Upon that branch of the subject, however, on which I am now 
writing, I shall only allude to them to state, that it is under 
their authority, that the following peculiar mode of electing 
the Common Council, differing so widely from the formation of 
most other corporate cities in the kingdom, is derived, viz. 
The election of your Mayor is made by the Common Council. 
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The election of Aldermen by the Mayor and Aldermen. 

The election of Common Council-men, and that/or life, by the 
Common Council. 

The election also of Recorder, Sheriffs, Town-Clerk, Coroners, 
and all your judicial Officers, is made by yourselves. 

And, what is more immediately to the purport of my present 
subject, it is by By-Laws, framed by yourselves, that you 
impose fines, grant rates, and levy town dues upon your fellow 
citizens, and direct the application of them, without publish- 
ing even to the Burgesses of the City, for whose benefit these 
rates are or. ought to be raised, any account of their receipt and 
disbursement.* 

These are indeed most important privileges which you claim, 
and weighty trusts which you are exercising. They are, to say 
the least of them, ; strange anomalies, which appear to be in- 
consistent with and repugnant to the principles of the British 
Constitution. The Charter granted you by Edward III. 1373, 
certainly contains the following sweeping authority to levy 
taxes : — 

. '< And that the said Mayor, Sheriff, and forty men, and their 
successors, according to the necessities and profits touching the 
said town of Bristol, its suburbs and precincts, by their common 
consent shall be empowered to assess taxes upon the goods of 
all men of the town of Bristol, its suburbs and precincts afore- 
said, of every one according to his estate, as well upon his 
rents, as according to his mysteries and merchandises or other- 
wise, as they shall see best to be done, and to levy them with- 
out impeachment of us or our heirs, the justices or other officers 
of us or our heirs." 

But the Bill of Rights says, that the subject shall not be 
taxed but with the consent of his Representatives in Parliament. 
And I consider it, therefore, neither revolutionary in principle, 
or disrespectful to your Corporate Body, explicitly to avow 
the opinion, that I doubt your authority to collect rates, which 
by their oppression and partiality are injurious to your fellow- 

• In LONDON, the Mayor is elected by the Livery. 

The Aldermen are elected by the Inhabitants of the respective Wards, who 
pay scot and lot. 

The Common Council on elected annually by the Inhabitants of the respec- 
tive Wards, paying scot and lot. 

The Sheriffs are elected by the Livery, as well as all other judicial officers, 
Chamberlain, &c &c. 

And an Account of the Receipts and Disbursements is PUBLISHED 
annually it 
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citizens or to your fellow subjects ; and that none ought to 
take offence by my designating such a self-elected Corporate 
Body an Anomaly in the English Constitution Your Corpo- 
ration is doubtless sanctioned by time, by custom, and by 
charter ; but time, by degrees, will enervate and undermine the 
best constructed fabrick ; custom is ever varying, and adapting 
itself to the progress of the human mind and intellect ; and that 
charters were not meant to be perpetual, is proved by the num- 
ber and variety, which you have at various times obtained. 
Charters were not intended to be the " Monumentum are peren- 
mws."— Like every other human institution, your Corporation 
has its imperfections; nor can you exempt yourselves from 
public animadversion and notice. When you respectively 
accepted office, you must have been aware, that your charac- 
ters and conduct, both collectively and individually, would 
come more immediately under public observation, because we 
naturally look up to those, who are in authority, for good 
example and the just administration of the laws. The appro- 
bation of your fellow-citizens is the object of your ambition, 
and the reward of your labours ; their censure, if you deserve 
it, the check and the controul, the pain and penalty, which we 
impose upon you. It is upon this principle that all good and 
free Governments are npheld. The Magistrate is dignified by 
the due execution of his duties; the citizen venerates and ad- 
mires him for the equity and impartiality with which he performs 
them. 'With this proper understanding, and this due balance 
being kept up between us, You will adminsterthe law with pride 
and pleasure, We will cheerfully and willingly obey it; if 
We infringe it, You will chastise and punish ; if You pervert 
or. abuse it, We have equally a duty to perform, in the endeavour 
to rectify and restore it to its original state of purity and justice. 
It would be foreign to the object I had in view, when I 
commenced these letters, further to comment upon the mode 
in which you exercise the judicial duties of your Corporation. 
Suffice it to say, that while I have resided in your city, I have 
witnessed with pleasure, innumerable instances of justice 
blended with mercy ; of patient investigation and laborious 
enquiry into cases of suspicion and difficulty ; and though there 
may occasionally have appeared some of those infirmities and 
weaknesses to which human judgment is liable, particularly in 
Corporations constituted like yours, where chance will elevate 
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»n individual to situations to which neither his education or 
previous habits had fitted him, jet upon the whole, I gladly 
pay the Corporation of Bristol my feeble tribute of praise for 
the administration of the judicial branch of its municipal duties. 
. 1 have occupied more time than I had intended upon this first 
division of my subject ; but I thought it absolutely necessary 
to a clear developement of my opinions, that when I am about 
to complain of a grievance, the character of the individuals 
committing it should be fairly and clearly defined. 

I proceed, therefore, to the consideration of the " Power* 
which you claim, to levy town dues" And constituted as I have 
shewn your Common Council to be, a body self elected, in 
which the voice or the wish of your fellow Burgesses is not 
heard or represented, it is natural for every Englishman, resid- 
ing within your City and subject to your jurisdiction, whether, 
denizen or stranger, to view such a singular and important 
privilege with more than an ordinary degree of jealousy and 
suspicion. Particularly when it is matter of public notoriety, 
that till within these very few months, nay, perhaps at this 
period, I know not, whether many of the most important of 
your fiscal measures may not be decided upon by a previous 
meeting of the select amongst you, e'er the subject comes to be 
discussed by the Common Council. Thus partaking of that 
most abhorrent system, in any Government, of an imperium in 
imperio* 

In a former letter, I think, I have presumed, that you derive 
your power to levy town dues from Prescription ; for I cannot 
suppose you will attempt to claim such a right from that in on-, 
strous clause, which I have just cited from the Charter of 
Edward the HI. 

I will, however, for the sake of arguing the question, suppose 
you to rest your rights upon the three following tenures. Upon 
Prescription, upon the Charter of Edward III., and upon 
By-Laws which you have at different periods felt yourselves 
authorised to enact. 

I am not a lawyer, and therefore I feel that I am treading 
upon tender ground *, and I may find all my positions untenable. 

* By the favour of some kind friend I have before me the names of the 
Gentlemen of your Corporation, who usually formed these previous meet- 
ings, furnished in an unguarded hour 1 believe, by a deceased Member of 
your Corporation ; bat as I have pledged myself to make use of no personali- 
ties, if I can possibly avoid them, in the course of the important object in 
which I am engaged, I will not now publish them. 
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But if they are so, and there are Charters, Letters Patent, and 
Grants from the Crown, in your Record Office, with which I 
am unacquainted ; or legal technicalities not yet publicly 
avowed by your Law Officers, which will support you in your 
rights, I shall not be ashamed to confess my ignorance and 
error; and rest my defence, and the Rights of my Fellow Citizens 
upon the Basis of the following Constitutional Maxims :— 

44 Ordinances made by Corporations to be observed on pain 
of imprisonment or of forfeiture of 'good* , are contrary to Magna 
Charta. — 2 Instil. 47. 4. 

44 No subject of England can be constrained to pay any aids 
or taxes, even for defence of the realm, or the support of the 
Government, but such as are imposed by his own consent or that 
of his Representatives in Parliament" — Confirmed by the BUI 
of Rights, Slat. 1. FT '. and M. 

44 No Masters and Wardens, &c. of any mystery, or other Cor- 
poration, shall make any By-laws or Ordinances in diminution 
of the King's Prerogative, or against the common profit of the 
people, except the same be approved of by the Lord Chancellor 
or Chief Justices, &c. on pain of J"40." — Stat. 19. Henry 7. c. 7. 

44 All By-laws are to be reasonable, and ought to be for the 
common benefit, and not private advantage of any particular 
persons; and must be consonant to the public laws and statutes, 
as subordinate to them." 

44 By-laws made in restraint of trade are not favored" (By a 
Court of Law.) 

44 Under a General Power to make By-laws, a By-law cannot 
be made to restrain trade" — 1 Burr. 12. 

These are a few of the General Principles and Legal Autho- 
rities, which a slight and casual inspection of the Commentaries 
upon the Laws of England, and a reference to the Statutes at 
Large have furnished me with. And I shall oppose merely these 
few sound legal truisms to the present undefined and unpublished 
authority on which you rest your rights, in preference to enter- 
ing into some more minute objections, which I could urge. 
These I mean to keep as a corps de reserve; in case what I have 
already advanced should be deemed worthy a reply from any of 
your Body. 

I am aware, that I have spoken boldly — but I have endea- 
voured at the same time to speak respectfully and temperately. 
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The subject cannot be discussed, or my cause succeed, without 
such an effort to convince you, that there are weak points in 
your citadel. I am conscious it is at present too strong, and 
too well guarded, to take it by surprise — an explosion or a. coup 
de main are not objects of my ambition ; if I can carry on a 
friendly warfare with you, and at last make terms safe and 
honourable for yourselves and for my fellow-citizens, my ideas 
of conquest are realised. I would have brought all my facts 
and arguments, my heavy park of artillery, into one letter ; but 
the columns of Felix Farley, I cannot expect, will allow me 
to do so. I must, therefore, lengthen the siege, and reserve 
my three other points of discussion for my next letter. 

But I cannot conclude without thanking various kind friends 
for many seasonable hints and highly important well authenticated 
information; which, though I doubt my. ability to apply with 
success, they will find I want not courage to use. 

COSMO. 
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LETTER VH. 

TO THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BRISTOL. 

Gentlemen, 

In this letter I have' altered the title, hy which I 
address? you, though it is in continuation of the subject of my 
last ; because after the explanation I gave therein of the peculiar 
manner in which you elect yourselves, it is more correct thus to 
eall you, though in common parlance few of my fellow-citizens 
dould mistake the Body to whom I was writing. Custom has so 
long designated you by the title of The Corporation, that it 
would be difficult now to dispossess you of it ; but according to 
your Charters it is plain, that the Corporation of Bristol is 
the " Mayor, Burgesses, and Commonalty" The Common 
Council of the City, the Body of its Citizens that I am now 
addressing, is thus distinctly described in the Charter of 36th 
Charles 2nd, 1 684. After having recited the manner of electing 
the Mayor and Sheriffs, it thus proceeds — '< And further we will 
and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we give 
and grant to the said Mayor, Burgesses, and Commonalty of the 
city aforesaid, and to their successors, that hereafter for ever, 
there may and shall be, in the city aforesaid, as many and such 
of the better and more discreet burgesses and inhabitants of the 
city aforesaid, who with the Mayor and Aldermen of the same 
city shall not exceed the number of Forty Three, and with 
them shall be, and shall be called and named The Common 
Council of the same city (who may be) in all things, matters, 
causes, and businesses of the said city touching or concerning 
the liberties, suburbs and precincts of the same city, and the 
good rule, state of government of the same from time to time, 
and at all times assisting and aiding the Mayor of the same city 
for the time being, in executing all causes and matters touching 
or concerning the same city." 

It is peculiarly incumbent on me, therefore, thus to address 
yon * because it is this Common Council which imposes, levies, 
receives and applies the Town Dues, in the assessment of which 
the Corporation of Bristol has no voice. 

The Mayor's Dues, as I have already stated, are levied upon* 
Vessels only, according to their tonnage. 

The Town Does are levied upon Merchandize : in general 
after the rate of 2d. in the pound, upon two-thirds of the value 
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of the goods, without reference to the place of shipment; and 
in making the valuation, the amount of the Custom and Excise 
duties, freight and other port charges payable thereon, is in- 
cluded. The rate upon two-thirds only of the value also seems 
to be an act of mere courtesy and favor -, as the present Col- 
lector sometimes exacts the duty upon the full value, to assert, 
as he informs the Merchant, the right of the Common Council 
to asseu upon the full value, if it pleased to do so. 

There are certain exceptions, however, to this general mode 
of assessment upon the value of cargoes. The following im- 
portant articles of the Foreign Trade of the Port being subject 
only to trifling Town Dues, in comparison with many other 
articles of equal and much greater bulk and weight, viz. 

Raw Sugars are charged only ed. per hhd. 

Wools • • .... (3d. per half bag. 

Wine Is. per pipe. 

Tobacco 6d. per hhd. 

Rums, during the war, when the prices of Jamaica averaged 

from 4s. to 6s. and 7s. per gallon, were always estimated 

for Town Dues, at 2s. per gallon, and 2d. in the pound 

taken on two-thirds of that valuation. (The partiality of 

low rates on these articles will be noticed in another letter.) 

It is also a remarkable feature in the exaction of any of these 

rates on Goods from Foreign Ports, that if the same Goods 

are re-exported, they are again charged to the full amount 

without the slightest reference to the first charge on importation. 

These dues relate to Foreign Merchandize. 
, On articles coming Coastwise, the rate on almost all weighable 
goods, is 6d. per ton, and no charge is made on goods going 
from hence to British Ports, And even from this rate there are 
certain ports in the kingdom from whence all goods coming to 
Bristol are free from Town Dues, viz. the whole of Wales, and 
nearly all the Devonshire Ports, together with Liverpool, 
Southampton, Gloucester, Bridgewater and many others; of 
the real ground of this exemption I am not aware, but believe 
it to proceed from these places having many of them purchased 
this advantage from the Corporation of Bristol, or having in 
their own Charters been able to obtain the exemption. The 
privilege extends also to London, where persons free of any of 
the city companies, if residing and carrying on business therein, 
and paying scot and lot, are exempted from our Town Dues on 
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all business transacted on their account, though if they quit 
London and reside elsewhere, even in Bristol, this advantage is 
lost to them. 

The freedom of the city of Dublin confers also the same pri- 
vilege with respect to the Town Dues of Bristol. 

From these Town Dues it should also be observed, that the 
Burgesses who are born free, those who become free by servi- 
tude or marriage, and strangers who purchase their freedoms, 
are exempt. 

This short and simple statement of the nature and amount of 
the Town Dubs, with the exemptions from them, will I con- 
ceive, enable those of my readers, who were before strangers 
to them, to understand the value and mode of their assessment. 

They produced in the year 1777, J500. 18s. 8d. only ; but 
their net produce in the year 1810, was ,£4,578. 9s. Id. So 
that the revenue of the Common Council on these rates alone, 
progressively increased during a period of 34 years, until it 
reached nine times its former produce, or £500. per annum 
increase upon an income of ^500 ! ! 

I have an authentic anecdote or two to mention relative to 
these Town Dues worthy of record, particularly as their gradual 
and large increase is now become an object of so much import- 
ance to my fellow-citizens, and so main an obstruction to the 
Trade of the Port. It was about forty years ago, that a Gen- 
tleman, now living, and from whose mouth I received the infor- 
mation, then largely engaged in the American trade, resisted 
the encroachments at that time beginning to be made upon the 
No n- Freemen for payment of these Dues ; when a deceased 
Alderman, in persuading him to submit to the exaction, in- 
formed him, that the Corporation (Common Council I should say) 
would be satisfied, if they could make the Town Dues amount 
to j§600. per annum ! ! The Gentleman replied, that the exac- 
tion therefore upon him was doubly hard and oppressive, for he 
actually had that year contributed one-twelfth, or j?50. of the 
amount ! ! 

As another instance, either that the Common Council of that 
day conceived the Town Dues were an oppressive tax, or that 
the pecuniary wants of your Body were not then so urgent as 
in the present day, it is a fact, which Merchants now living 
amongst us can verify, that the first time any material rise took 
place in these Town Dues, it originated in a pique entertained 
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by the then leading party of the. Co mm op Council, against an 
opposite party of their Fellow-citizens, who had been success* 
ful in the election of a City Member ; and these Gentlemen 
really compromised for penalties they, as well as the party 
imposing them had each incurred, by paying fines of £50. and 
others of ,£100. Wishing to avoid every political as well as 
personal allusion, I state the anecdote in general terms ; but 
from this period I date the example which was then set by the 
Common Council, and which has continued to the present time, 
of seizing every opportunity to fill its coffers from this source 
of revenue. 

I am not able this week to give an accurate statement of the 
present annual amount of the Town Dues; but I have every 
reason to believe, that from the rigidity and pertinacity with 
which they are collected, that they have considerably increased, 
though upon numerous articles of import there has been in 
some instances a total suspension, owing to our heavy port 
charges, and in others a material decrease. 

The Wharfage, Cranage, Plankage, Anchorage and Moorage 
duties being under lease by your Body to the Merchant Ven- 
turers' Society, they will be considered, when I come to' notice 
the rates payable to that Body. The Dock Company* Ratee 
will be similarly noticed ; likewise the rates payable to the 
Quay "Warden, or Water- Bailiff, Corn Meter, Licenced Porters, 
&c. &c, and other Taxet, Fees, and Perquirites, with which 
the Trade of the Port of Bristol is unmercifully burthened, 
will all be enquired into in their turn. 

Notice also will be taken of the exorbitant rate of Pilotage, 
and of the abuses which exist in this branch of rates, the regu- 
lation of which by the Act of 47th Geo. 3rd, is under your 
immediate and sole superintendance. 

I am really, Gentlemen, appalled at the appearance of this 
Augean Stable, and the Herculean Labour it will require to 
cleanse it. That it must soon be purified all, even yourselves 
are, I believe, convinced; or its ordure will infect,, if not. ab- 
solutely destroy, what little remains of the fru itage and, pro- 
duct of a wholesome and vigorous. Commerce in the Port of 
Bristol. 

" Gangrened members must be lopp'd away, 
Before the nobler parts are tainted to decay.'* 

CQSMP. 
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LETTER VIII. 

TO THE COMMON COUNCIL OP THE CITY OF 

BRISTOL. 
Gbntlembn, 

In my Letter this week I intend to treat of the oppressive and 
partial effects of the Town Dues. .And so numerous are 
the instances of them that have come to my knowledge, that I 
am at a loss which to select. I will begin first with attempting 
to shew how the mode of taxation, by taking an ad valorem 
duty instead of a fixed rate, operates upon trade. To the 
partiality of this mode of taxation I shall hereafter allude. I 
will take for instance the article of Woollen Cloths, which is 
exported in bales or packages, the Town Dues for which are 
charged according to the value of each package, instead of 3d. 
4d. or 6d. per package, as in Liverpool, &c. &c. And there is 
not,. I will venture to assert, a shipping agent in the port, but 
could produce you proof, that in many cases this ad valorem 
duty has exceeded the freight of the article to a foreign port, 
and even sometimes the Government duty itself. Indeed it has 
operated to the total prohibition of the exportation of a certain 
species of cloth from this port, and consequently, though 
seated in the very heart of the first clothing county in the 
kingdom, and Bristol is the natural port for exportation, we 
have lost nearly all our Foreign Trade in Woollen Cloths, and 
they are even sent to Liverpool in preference, frequently at 
the expence of Land Carriage; the Town Dues alone of our 
port exceeding both the Land Freight to, and the Town Dues 
of the latter port 

The following calculations of the duties upon Nine Bales of 
Cloth, intended to be shipped from hence to New York, now 
lies before me, and in consequence of the heavy expences of 
shipment here, they were sent vid London or Liverpool. 

Extract from the letter of a Correspondent : — 

« 9th July, 1810. 
" The London, Thomas Hare, for New York. 

£7 Cwt Woollens, value «£8000 

Duty 

Entry 

The Crew 

Comptroller's Fee .. 

Wharfage 

Town Duet 



<fil20 





1 


6 


2 


6 





8 


4 


6 


16 13 


4 


137 2 


6 
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' Nine Bales, viz. 

Bale No. 1, containing 12 EndsBroad Cloth ^300 



2 .. 


.. 14 


.. 550 


5 .. 


, ... 14 


350 


4 .. 


. ... 14 


350 


5 .. 


. ... 15 


375 


6 .. 


.. 18 


270 


7 .. 


. ... 13 


325 



2 Pieces Cassimere 30 

8 \* 6 $£?}™«> » 

9 20 Pieces Ditto 240 

116 Ends, 34 Pieces ,£2940 

" These were small bales, as the above shews. I have mislaid the 
Bill of Lading ; the freight was 50s. per ton of 40 feet, probably 
a£7. or £8. freight, about half the charge of the Town Dues. The 
bales have since been sent to London for shipment, though the 
manufactory ia within 25 miles of Bristol." 

I will mention another article, the exportation of which from 
the port of Bristol to Ireland and elsewhere, has, in consequence 
of the Town Dues, amounted nearly to a prohibition; I mean 
the article of Tea. In Liverpool, the Town Dues in and out 
do not amount to more than Id. per chest. In Bristol, the 
charge is One Shilling ! ! 

It would be endless indeed to point out, what none of your 
Body can be unacquainted with, that the high Port Charges of 
Bristol have not only driven away great part of our Export 
Trade, hut have deterred hundreds of young beginners, of good 
capital and family connexions, from engaging in commercial 
pursuits in this city. 

What was it, which compelled the spirited individuals who 
embarked amongst us about four years ago in the East Indian 
trade, to relinquish their speculation ? In a great measure, 
The Town Dues ; or at least, I believe I am perfectly correct 
in stating, that the former injurious effects of the Town Dues 
had completely shut out any market for the articles which they 
imported. 

What has driven away the exportation of Woollens, Super- 
fine Cloths and Kerseymeres from this Port? The Town 
Dues. 

Why does the little port of Newport in Monmouthshire, 
export daily its Tons weight of Iron, to be shipped from Liver- 
pool for the Continent, &c. &c. encountering frequently a long 
and perilous passage, in preference to sending to Bristol, a 
passage but of a few hours? J answer again, the exorbitant 
Town Dues ! ! 
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Why are Glocester and Chepstow at this time taking from us 
our Timber Trade? It is owing to the same reason, ThbTowk 
Dubs t 

And I have the fact from undoubted authority, that even in 
the importation of Corn and other produce from Ireland, the 
natural and contiguous ally of Bristol, the port of Southampton 
has, during the present year, rivalled this city in its imports 
from thence. And this is attributable also to Thb Town Dobs 1 1 

I need not, I think, multiply examples of the injurious effects 
of the system in which you are persevering. But I shall per- 
haps better condense my facts, and more clearly expose the high 
and oppressive nature of these Town Dubs, by inserting a 
comparative Statement of them upon a few staple articles, as 
charged by Liverpool and Bristol. 

PORT CHARGES IN LIVERPOOL AND BRISTOL. 



LIVIRfOOL. BmurroL. 

Cotton, bag ZOO lb*, at 1*. 



Town duty 
Dock duty 



Of. 2d 
9 



11 



Town « 
Dock duet 
Wharfage 




Coffee, bag 140 lbs. at It. 6a\ 



Town duty OS 

Dock duty 2* per ton o H 



Town duet 8 

Dock duty St. per ton 
Wharfage 



Town duty 4 

Dock duty 1«. per 112 1U. 2 0} 



8 «* 
Sao am per bag, ICObagtjo 140 art. lOMrft 

Town duty ~" 

"lock duty „ 
on lOhhda. 



Dock duty 2a. per ton 1 



8 4 
14 



4] 2 4 



Perhhd. 



Town duty 
Dock duty 2s» ] 



2 8 



Town duet 

Dock duty 3a. per ton 

Wharfage 



Pzffem, per bag 816 ffif. 
1 Town duet 
54 * Dock duty 
Wharfage 



4* 



8 



11 



8} 
iKDioOt chat 324 ft*. at 7a. 

Town duet 12 2 

Dock duty 3a. per ton 3.7 
Wharfage 5d. per cwt. . 8} 



18 H 



8 
2 4 
$ 



8 



10 
O 

2 

1 8 
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Town duet 


04 


Dock duet 2d. per cwt 
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WtMunego ••• 





l«te e of 




o 1 




For home consumption 


1| 


SdLTFBn*, hag 5 cwt. 




fuwndoty .. 01 


Town duet •• 


o ft* 


Dnek date fle» per ton 
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Wharfage 
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ItwouM in this letter, if I had room, be out of pmee to draw 
s comparison between the productiveness of high and low duties* 
I intend making it the subject of a separate letter ? and I may 
perhaps, then convince you of the truth of Dr. Swift's observa- 
tion, that in the Arithmetic of the Customs, tw» and law do 
not always make folic but sometimes only one. 

I must defer my remarks an the aajriswity of the Town Dues 
to my ne^t communication. 

COSMO. 

P. S; I feel highly obliged by, several additional and highly 
valuable communications, elucidative of the important topics 
I am engaged in discussing* "M.* would oblige me by biareal 
name* as I am endeavouring to state- no circumstances that I 
cannot authenticate — it will not be disclosed. — The author of 
. these letters must be allowed to, state his facts and reasonings at 
the time, he tfcmks moss appropriate. Several welkwisliers, 
therefore*, to the object he has in view, must not feel disap- 
pointed, if they appear for a time to be unnoticed— Ham* wet 
not buUt in a dap. 
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TO THE MEMBERS* OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

* Of * HB Clf T OP HUStOij. 

QmimuEV, 

l ejtftfoT Hel£ Wpeafins, tmtt W the e*fW*nf I wlrfctl t Ml 
flitting of the iih$vdWats which bMrttct tire* trade of dtfr 
Fort, f 4itf Acttrtrfefl by no 1 ftrifttff, tfi*ftter\ of likptoptf mtrt iW. 
My chief object i*, by a* ptehr statement of fact*, to drtfeavcnrf 
to efltrtfnee yon, Mtft ttre 4 crtsfe \i arYifaft 1 , when 1 ftriiMi M/tart 
of tf% aflfy, a* Sftaftc&pettf jofcelrigfy haft it, Jot mttft dfefdr 
to ptrtrfic opinion. The frfcss of our City ?* not, 1 *m* Uipft <d 
find, sluKkted as if once* w*s. Uriweiconfe truths, cfotntf In 
pYotyef fongttage, atfe printed Without fear 6t the* awe of ftariisfc- 
ttelft i and tfc* bf6W-&eatiiig faMjfd^tf of Mtf dUtkoHlg fias 
lost its terror. I have materials before me sufficient to tit tie 
€ttlffliiff of Jtffir fartt$t<X month*' to* dome f dKd if its ftdftor 
Witt edtttintftf hi* good dikes to give* jmnf iclty to my letters, 1 
hope to be rife* to convince you, that itts to yoVr otf it interest', 
to weir as that of your fettdw-xiVitfehs*, t6 tale Into yotft deridris 
tfonSrdVrtttion' many of nry suggestion*, f am glad ltlrtfitf to 
say, thaf by tfte* nWderatiori, wtircli 1 havd e^dedvotafetf t6 uSe 
mmy feinonsthmce* with yon, I nave attracted the* attention 
of sevtifaf bf yo*y ctoit tfodf, a* welf *¥ excited* n6 drotauy 
dVgtett of Interest among the felftfcting paYt of the' inti^lUntS 
of out city. I ntatn to jnirsnC tfafe s^me fine bf cohdtfct ; and 
wlWIfteV fori may think the information 1 snatf convey wdrttiy 
of notice or not, I shall steadily persevere in that independent 
course of duty which I have hitherto chalked out for my lucu- 
Dratron?, tfhswen* by ptfrtyr, and unchecked 1 l>y JMW . 

If my fetotiectron seYvetfme correctly, thd Citfren* of Bristol 
were tffflongsf the fdfenftfet f& petition the LdgisTalurfc foallritfga 
the mbnotyotf of trade Arjoyed by the Eft* India* Complmy. A 
considerable subscription was raised* tot the |Vnfpose; atti it 
war in the eofomns of FeH* Forty, 1 think, that a* setter of 
tary abfo LetMfe appeared, deprecating that monopoly, and 
potntinfont the advantages which would accrue to thirf Port* 
if Ob ware annihilated or abridged, hi my last letter f equally 
alluded to tile respectable firms which embarked here m tfre 
Ea<* Indian trade, induced thereto Fiinnfine, hf thb n«w legj»- 
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legislative measure, and by the locality of Bristol to several 
clothing districts, which naturally appeared to offer a market 
for the products and merchandize of the East.— -One article, 
however, peculiarly adapted to this market, they could not 
export. Your heavy Town Dues interfered. I allude of course 
to Woollen Cloths. But they sent out a fine vessel, and bar- 
tered other European commodities for those of the East. They 
had a prosperous voyage home ; yet from various causes, 
chiefly originating in many fatal errors committed by your 
Corporate Body, from the ill effects of which the present 
generation suffers, added to some modes of transacting business 
peculiar to Bristol Merchants, the adventure did not succeed — 
many of their expected customers had been driven to distant 
markets $ and a great part of the cargo was obliged to be re- 
shipped to London for sale. Such was the fate of the last com- 
mercial speculation of any magnitude entered into at the port 
of Bristol. 

I am sorry, that I must, in performance of my duty, go on 
to state another recent occurrence of your injurious high rates, 
and short-sighted policy in the continuance of them. The fol- 
lowing is an authenticated copy of a correspondence between 
yourselves and the parties concerned in the re-shipment merely 
of a cargo of Quicksilver, unfortunately driven into this 
port by stress of weather. It is not probable, I am sorry to 
say, an article likely to arrive again by any other process. The 
salivation, which its owners underwent in this first importation 
of the article, will naturally deter them from submitting a 
second time to your purgative medicines, unless necessity again 
compels them. 



Corns of Letters on the subject of Bristol Charges of 
Town Dues and Dock Dues, on 400 flasks of Quicksilver, V 
Aurora, from Cadiz, from the Consignee at Liverpool:— 
" To Messrs. W. A. $ S. " Liverpool, 19th Oct. 1818. 

•• Gentlemen,— We have received your favor of the 15th 
current, handing account charges on the Quicksilver, which 
appear to be correct, with the exception of three items noted 
at foot, which seems to be enormous, and we trust there is a 
mistake in them. We contrast them with what we would have 
had, and shall have to pay here, for your information. 

" We remain, respectfully, &c. j 



ST 

« Dock Duet in Briitol,!!. per 100 lbs. 15 *0 o I Ditto Liverpool, 6d. per flask 10 *6 

Town Duet in ditto 14 II 4J Ditt0 w# 8 6 

Wharfage in ditto 3 14 9 1 Ditto ...... ..„ 



FROM THE SAME. 

" Menri. W. A. # 5. " Liverpool, 26** Oct. 1818. 

" Gentlemen,— We have received your favour of the 21st cur- 
rent ; we find we made a small mistake in stating that 8s. 6d. 
was the whole charge here on 400 flasks ; we have only paid one 
farthing per flask, or 8s. 4d. on the whole. And the Gentleman 
at the head of the Town Dues department here, on applying to 
him again, and explaining to him the immense difference be- 
tween it and your charge, pronounces that made here quite 
enough. We do not expect your Council-House will be go- 
verned by ours, but we cannot help thinking the charges in 
question the most unreasonable we have ever seen. 

" We are, respectfully, Gentlemen, - ■" 



MEMORIAL OF W. A. & S. TO THE COMMITTEE OP THE TO WW DUES, 
BRISTOL. 

" To the Committee of the Town Duet. 

"Bristol, 3d Nov. 1818. 
" Gentlemen,—- We beg to inform you, we lately received, as 
Agents, 400 flasks of Quicksilver, per Aurora, from Cadiz, and 
immediately forwarded the same under bond, per—, for 
Liverpool. We take the liberty of enclosing for your inspec- 
tion two letters, which we have received from the Consignee 
there, remonstrating on the heavy charge of Town Dues, 
d?14. Us. 4d. as bearing so disproportionate a comparison with 
that of Liverpool, where 8s. 4d. only (one farthiog per flask) is 
payable. We beg to suggest the propriety of an alteration 
being made in the rate of this article, as we are convinced that 
the sending out to Cadiz such a charge, will be prejudicial to 
this port, and operate on the mind of Shippers to prevent future 
consignments. We consider this circumstance of much im- 
portance under the present pleasing prospect of an extension of 
our Commerce to the East Indies, as Quicksilver forms a very 
material article of export to such a destination. We therefore 
presume to hope such a reduction will be allowed as will remove 
the objection, and place this port in a more favourable situation 
than exists at present. 

" We are respectfully, &c. " W. A, & S." 
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EIPLY TO «Ha BRECED1NG. 

- (Copy) vepuncOrHnu*, Bristol, 124* JV#». 181*. 

"Mestrt.W. A. % S. 

t# Gentlemen, — I am directed hy the Committee of Town 
Dugs, in answer to your letter of the 3rd instant, to inform you, 
tbftt i% is not within t^eir »9WPr to make any alteration in the 
ct# rge 9f Town Dues made upon the Quicksilver imported in 
tfc 4*W#, ftom tydi*. tferewiU* I return (ho two letters 

from fcivwpwi- 

" I an), Gentlemen, e>c. 

(Signed) « W. D. B." 



y aon jubj cops*GpEE at Liverpool. 
« Jferm, JT. 4. # £ « liPWQQl, Wk Nip. l«l». 

•• We have received your favour of the 14th current, and ob- 
serve the fate of your application to your Committee of Town 
Dues, and while they remain in the same mind, we can only sin* 
cerely wish they may not again have an opportunity to repeat 
the charge. 

" We are, &c. ." 



The gains which your Body thus derived from the article will 
be as ieeting and imaginary, I conceive, as that of pleasure, 
thus described by the poet : — 

" Pleasure, like Quicksilver^ it bright and coy; 

We strive to grasp it with our utmost skill— 

3tiU it eludes us, and it glitters still ; 

)f sejzel $ !as& compute your mighty gajfes, 

W tat is fc to* rap* prison in your veins ?»• 
Poison indeed do your high Port Charges prove upon any 
healthy and vigorous system of commerce, which can at present 
be adopted for reviving the drooping trade of the Port of Bristol. 
I am not acquainted with the names of the gentlemen, who 
compose the Committee of your Common Council, which 
regulates our Port Charges; if I am not mistaken, there is 
scarcely one individual amongst you, who has not been, or is 
met now in some degree, connected with Commerce, But in 
perusing the foregoing correspondence, it is imnossibk for the 
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veriest Tyro in the principle* of that science, not to be struck 
with the liberal and extended notions that must ever be neces- 
sary for the encouragement of trade, as expressed by Messrs. 
W. A. & S. compared with the narrow, prejudicial and impo- 
litic conduct of your Committee, developed in your Clerk's 
reply. Do, Gentlemen, make some overture to the wounded 
pride of your fellow-citizens, which will convince them that an 
amelioration is intended to be effected, and spare me again the 
pain of exposing such illiberal conduct to the commercial 
world. I am thus strenuous in urging you to this act of duty, 
because I am in possession of other memorials and remonstran- 
ces equally derogatory, as the foregoing, to the character Of 
so respectable a body as your Common Council. And here 
my friend, the Editor, bids me this week conclude. 

COSMO* 
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LETTER X. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OP 

THE CITY OP BRISTOL. 
Gentlemen, 

I have at length arrived at a most important division of 
the subjects, which I proposed to discuss in the first letter that 
I addressed to your Corporate Body, viz. the partial and 
unequal imposition of all your Town Dues. And I shall first 
notice those, which appear originally to have been intended for 
the support of the head of your Body, the Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, and therefore designated The Mayor's Dues. 
Until, Gentlemen, chance led me into the discussion of the 
important questions in which I am now engaged, I had always 
admired the felicitous quarterings and appropriate motto of the 
Arms of Bristol, so gorgeously displayed on the pannels of 
the Mayor's coach, &c. &c. But I lament to say, that I now 
observe a blot on the escutcheon. The Scales of Justice are 
not evenly balanced ; our Ships and Commerce are seeking pro- 
tection in other ports, rather than under the walls of the once 
famous Ca$tle of Bristol; and the '• Virtue" and " Industry" 
of my fellow-citizens can no longer flourish under the small 
encouragement afforded them by your municipal regulations. 

I have stated before, that the Mayor's Dues consist of 40s. 
levied upon every vessel above 60 tons burthen, that enters our 
harbour, and 5s. to the Quay Warden. 

There were last year vessels trading to foreign \ 
ports above that tonnage, which entered our n 668 
harbour ....» .... .... } 

Coasters .... .... 200 

862 
Which, multiplied by 40s. or £2. .... 2 

Produces .... .... .... £1,724 

Add to which, the Quay Warden's fee on 1 
.... ••••J 



862 vessels, at 5s. 



Total .... .... .... £1,939 10 

Now, Gentlemen, the gross partiality which here exists is 
|his j— The vessels, which most frequently enter our port, are 
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those, which seldom exceed, upon an average, from 60 to £00 
tons burthen. Such vessels could sometimes make from ten to 
twenty voyages in the year, and of course are liable to the 
duty every time they enter the harbour. But a West Indian 
vessel, of 600 tons burthen, and the profit of which on the 
cargo of a single voyage, perhaps doubles or trebles that of 
twelve voyages of the smaller vessel, pays only the same sum 
of 45s. ! ! A disproportion so glaringly evident, as to strike 
the most casual observer. 

Myself, and the city at large, have been highly gratified with 
the numerous advantages, present and prospective, which the 
establishment of Steam Packets has opened to our port. I 
hesitate not to say, that it is one of the most fortuitous and 
unexpected circumstances, that could have occurred to revive 
much of the drooping trade of our city, and that if liberally 
and properly encouraged, must be productive of the most 
beneficial results. But has your Corporate Body held out any 
inducement to their continuance ? Have you made any reduc- 
tion in your charges, in consequence of the Memorials presented, 
and representations made to you, of your injurious duties ? 
Or have they met with the same laconic, cold and repulsive 
answer, which your Clerk was directed to give in the case of 
the Quicksilver ? From the two Liverpool Steam Packets, the 
St. Patrick and the St. George, the sum of £240. 10s. was 
collected last season, as Port Charges. The greater part of 
which was, I admit, claimed by the Dock Company ; upon 
which subject I shall have a few words to address to that Body 
hereafter. But £65. 10s. was paid as Mayor's duesl! And 
what are the enervating effects, which your Dues have upon 
the Steam Packets of smaller dimensions, plying between 
Bristol and Newport and Chepstow ? The Proprietors have 
been obliged, most injuriously, to curtail them in size, and 
their engines are so contracted, that much of their power is 
diminished ; and all this to reduce their burthen under 60 tons, 
in order to save the Mayor's Dues ii If I am not misinformed* 
the late Mayor intimated his concurrence in a relinquishment 
of the Dues on Steam Packets. But there is some latent and 
malignant spell, which I think I have at last gained the know- 
ledge of, which paralizes all individual liberality in your Cor- 
porate Body ; which I trust before I lay down my pen, I shall 
be able truly to unravel and expose* Magna est Veritas et 
prtBVolebit, 
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On the partiality of the Town Dons I must also say a few 
words, for they are no less calculated to favour certain indivi- 
duals and peculiar branches of commerce, than the Mayor's 
Dues. Indeed the system of favoritism is here more apparent. 
Take for example the duties on West-Indian produce, viz.— 
6d. per hhd. on Raw Sugars, and 2d. in the pound upon 
two-thirds of the value of Rums, estimated only at fis. per 
gallon during the war, when Rum was proverbially selling at 
6s. to 7s. ! The duty on Sugar is, I believe, one of the oldest 
of the very few ipecified duties, which you claim by Pre$cription$ 
but this is not the case with Rum; the latter is an ad valorem 
duty, which may be varied ; and it is not, I think, assuming 
too much to infer, that the reason why this article has been 
rated so low is, that there always has been a preponderating 
influence of Gentlemen in your Corporation connected with 
this particular branch of trade. There is also the same undue 
partiality shewn upon other staple articles, in which many of 
your Corporate Body are, and have been generally, deeply 
interested, via. 

id. only per half-bag of Wool, 

4s. per hhd. of Tobacco, 

Is, per butt of Wine. 
Compare these trivial duties with the articles upon which any 
of the ad valorem duties attach, and the inequality is enormous. 
I do therefore, Gentlemen, in the name of justice, probity 
and honour, call upon you to revise these unequal and oppres- 
sive taxes; allay the heart-burnings of your fellow+citisees ; 
and silence the malevolent sneers with which your Body is now 
so frequently assailed. The invidious distinction between 
Freemen and Non-freemen ought to be abolished, a* far a§ U 
regard* Commtrce 9 it was well enough adapted to the feudal 
times, when villanage and vassalage prevailed ; when Parlia- 
ments were unknown, and the British Constitution had not 
assumed its present form. I am myself a Non-freeman ; but I 
envy not the Freeman either the privilege or exemption which 
be gains by birth or servitude, or that which he frequently pur- 
chases of you for 50, «0, or £106* You cannot be ignorant of 
tile oath which in this ease he too frequently fat*pe$ t ami the 
evasions which the most eminent amongst us make use of to 
protect and clear the goods of their Consignees. There is, in 
my humble opinion, a gross moral turpitude in upholding such 
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temptation to perjury and dishonour. I appeal to yourselves 
for the truth of my assertion. Do awajr with such unjust and 
unnatural privileges ! Throw open your port to the stranger 
equally with the denizen, and I prognosticate that your trade 
will again flourish, and your commerce return to your port. 
Reduce your rates generally to the scale of the Liver- 
pool Corporation ; impose them equally un& impartially, and 
there can be no doubt that instead of a diminished revenue, 
jour Corporation Funds will be larger than ever, The natural 
effort of every individual to better his own condition, when 
suffered to exert itself with freedom and security, is so powerful 
a principle, that it is alone, and without any assistance, not only 
capable of conducting the community to which he belongs to 
wealth and prosperity, but of surmounting a hundred imperii* 
nent obstructions with which the folly of human laws too often 
incumbers its operations. 

Thus have I endeavoured by facts and arguments drawn, I 
will maintain, from experience, as well as the writings of the 
best and ablest of our political economists, to convince you of 
the tolly of pursuing your present modes of taxation, by which 
our City V properity is shaken to its foundation. Let us thus 
calmly and dispassionately examine the subject. If 1 see none 
of your champions enter the field against me, as I have not 
hitherto done, I must conclude, and my fellow-citizens wtH 
agree with me, that my arguments are unanswerable, and my 
facts conclusive against you. I court investigation— I solicit 
discussion — and though for the present I am sub nominit umbra. 
In order only, I candidly tell you, to indulge my pen more 
freely, yet if I was assured your cause is undefended, because I 
am fighting under an anonymous signature, my mask should be 
Instantly thrown off, and I would stand before you in propria 
per$ona an independent Citizen. 

COSMO. 

Q& My next Letter will he on the Application of the Funds 
of the Corporation ! {—-Numerous important Communications 
are received through the, medium of the Printer— iX*VT? 
IWQQgst the test. 
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LETTER XL 

TO THE MEMBERS OP THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF BRISTOL. 

Gektlemeh, 

I approach the discussion of the subject of my present letter, 
the Application of the Town Dues, with no inconsiderable de- 
gree of fear and apprehension, because the opinions, I am about 
to promulgate, will be found perhaps to be as bold and novel, 
as they may prove unwelcome and unpalatable. But the warmest 
and most zealous advocate amongst you for the exercise and 
maintenance of your high privileges and powers will not, I ap- 
prehend, dispute this position,—- that in the application of all 
a nd every of your funds, you are Trustees merely for the pub- 
lic, and bound to use them only for the benefit of your fellow 
citizens. We shall also, I apprehend, agree upon another 
point, that the splendour of magistracy, the dignity of office, and 
the distinctions of rank, ought to be upheld and supported. If 
in your opinion this " cheap defence of nations," as Mr. Burke 
called it, should be maintained, I shall be the last person to 
propose its dissolution. The splendid Coach and Equipage, the 
Sword of State, the Cap of Maintenance, your Processions, pub- 
lic Entertainments, Presentation of honorary Freedoms, &c. &c. 
shall, if you can defray them w.thout detriment to the prospe- 
rity of Bristol, with my consent, all continue. Far be the wish 
from me to level or degrade ceremonials, which have been 
adopted, as the great Statesman before quoted, asserts, " for 
giving a body to opinion, and permanence to fugitive esteem." 
It is a sour, malignant, envious disposition, without taste for 
the reality, or for any image or representation of virtue, that 
sees with joy the unmerited fall of what has once flourished in 
splendour and in honour. My. only wish is, that this large ex- 
penditure could be defrayed from other sources than those from 
which it is at present derived, and be made to correspond with 
existing circumstances, so that the commerce and industry of 
my fellow citizens may not be taxed and paralized. 

By my last letter it appeared, that the Mayor's Dues alone for 
the current year amounted to £1,724. ; and in a former letter I 
stated that in 1810 the Town Dues were £4,578. 9s. Id. I am 
this week disappointed in obtaining their present exact amount. 



Digitized by 



Google 



4a 

1 have reason, however, to believe, that they now exceed £5,000: 
But as I endeavour to assert nothing but facts, it will answer 
the purpose of my argument equally as well, if I take the 
gross amount of these two duties at the ascertained total of 
^?6,S02. 9s. Id. 

Now, Gentlemen, allowing that you are able to uphold your 
right by Charter* or Grants, by Prescription, or by Custom, for 
it is not clear on which of these titles you rest your claim to 
continue to collect these taxes in the ratio, that you hitherto 
have done, it is your duty to satisfy your fellow citizens in what 
manner and for what purpose you appropriate the remainder, 
after defraying the allowances to the Mayor and Sheriffs of 
£3,700. per ann. There will then remain the enormous sum of 
£S,60t. 9s. Id. unaccounted for. 

After a very careful perusal of your Charters, and a close 
consideration of the legal definition of Rights by Prescription, 
and Rights by Custom, I canot help thinking that a Bill of Dis- 
covery filed by my fellow citizens against your Corporation in 
the Court of Chancery, or a Petition to the Legislature, must 
be productive at least of a disclosure of your accounts, if one 
or the other of them does not actually invalidate your title to 
the exaction of the rates themselves. 

I have now on my desk a copy of the Bill, which your Cor- 
poration many years since filed in the Court of Exchequer 
against the father of an eminent merchant now residing amongst 
us. And the recital to my fellow citizens of the title which you 
therein advanced to the Town Dues, may, perhaps, elicit from 
some gentlemen more learned in the law than myself, much 
more conclusive opinions than my own as to its validity. At 
any rate I think they will be pleased with the introduction of a 
subject, now become of the utmost importance to them, which 
for the last 30 years has created little or no discusion, but has 
been buried in almost total oblivion. 

After reciting the Charter of Henry 6th, by which he granted 
to the Corporation of Bristol all Local Tolls, Customs, Fairs, 
Markets, and Appurtenances, for the term of 60 years, subject 
to the annual payment of £142. 10s. \ likewise the surrender of 
this Charter to Edward the 4th, who then made a similar grant 
in fee, subject to the payment of the same rent; the Bill goes 
on to state, that by indenture dated 17th July, 84th Charles 
Sd (1673) these rents were released to the Corporation ; and that 
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the CorporMieo being $4tneSim w***er qftrewmi of the tolls etod 
n^ Ac &t. titoy (tW Corporation) "aid their Grantees add 
Lessee* hare for maay past and dow ara justly entitled to* arid 
lava had, reserved, and taken (oveT and besides eertaae wharfage 
and other duties now granted or demised for a certain teem of 
yean to the Cdreataled Society of Merchant Veat*re*s, til the 
said aity of Bristol) a certain tot! or doty of ad, pet hogshead 
far tete*rce*aiid sugar, end Is. fry* the butt for whse* and 3d* at 
the povad* according ta the value, upon all other geode, weresy 
Or merchandizes, being; the property of persona not free of the 
sett city af Bristol nor otherwise legally exempt from the 
payment of such detiea, imported from or exported to foreign 
parts beyeejd the seasi arfefeft uttdimtie* htfve been paid and 
payable from time to time, whcreitftht memory cftootiUmt $4 
far eontrmry, to the Kings of England and their lessees or 
grantees, prior to the grants thereof ntade to Jotrr Corporation-* 
as aforesaii, and from the time of saeb grant* the same have 
bee* pard or payable fe year Corporatroav or persons daimtng 
aejeer then** and which said dtofiee, together with a small daty 
aajon> goods, wares and merchatfdrzes imported and e*povted to" 
and from the said city coaBtways, or along the coast af Great 
Britain, have been at sundry times given, granted or all owed by 
tile said Mayer, Burgesses, and Commonalty fa the Sker&s ef the 
**d dty of Bristei for the time being, towards defraying tin? 
elu^* *n#e*pe*ce* ef Ik* *w& ojfa Y etn the 

like rent* asatfe herein before stated to have been renewed 00 
the* grants thereof to the said Mayor and Commonalty* ami 
which said? duties are* part or parcel, of meaforeserd iiee*a toHsy 
easterns, rights^, emolument^ profltsv and appartrinanees sot 
granted' €» the said Mayor and Commonalty by such* Ghat te** 
a* aferasttia% en* ere now uatsttHy calk* the Tewtf Butte*, 0* 
Foe Farm Duties, op the Sheriff ** Itaties. An* yon ftirthW 
state, that the said Sheriffs- to whom the same duties* have frwrt 
tame to time been so gvvenv granted, or aHowea\ of by whom the 
same have been* accepted, have annually paid to the saitfMeybv, 
^mgeasosaodCemmoaalt^, or to their Reaafoer for me time 
being', out of the said rent or dattet,. the saw of Jt\m. not." 

Now, Gentlemenv upon the allegations ht< tfete Bill, I have to 
make a lew important remarks. If yew ftst yea* claim to the 
Tow* Does apon yo*r Charteta, it is voryremar kabte that they 
are all silent upon- yoar right rd-levy taam or toUfrnpra Mp* 
ping. Nor is the word Merchandize ever used in any Charter 
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till that of the mh Edward 3rd * and, as if you feel this te be an 
unstable or untenable ground, you go on to state, that yea bate 
for many years past received a toll of §d. per hbd. oa Tobacco 
and Sugar, and Is. per butt on Wine*, and ad. in the pound, 
according to the value, of all otter goods ; and which detlt* 
yon aver, have been paid and payable from Om* whereof ike 
memory of mm it not to the contrary > to the Kings ef England, 
die. prior to the grants made to> yourselves. This looks aa if 
yea grounded your clam apon Prescription or Cattae, and act 
upon the Charters. 

Allow me therefore in thk plaee briefly to state, what is the 
nature of Prescription, aad what of Custom. 

PreoerimUam is merely a peroamul usage. CuHom is a Atoei 
usage, and not annexed to any person. 

Every Prescription to charge the omajeci with a duty musl 
import some benefit to him who* pays ft v or else some reason 
most be shewn, why the duty is claimed.— 4 Use*. 319. 

And asta Custom— To make a particular custom good, lie 
following are necessary requisites :— 

1, JnHamiey — That it hatbbecn used so long ten* the me- 
mory of man runneth not to the contrary v and that if any one 
can shew the beginning of it, within legal memory , that is within 
any time within- the let your of Btehmr* L«t, it is no good custom. 
For which reason no custom can prevail against an express Act 
of ParKamamt, since the Statute itself is a proof of attme,.wtf*n 
such a custom* did not e*iafc~Co. LHt. 113. 

& It mast have been rflftfinaedv— -My interruption vmvM 
caase a temporary ceasing $ the revival gives it a new beginning* 
wfcicfa will be within* time of memory, and therefore the custom 
wiUbevoidi. But that must be understood with regard u» a 
eusteanof the right; for an mterrapiieai of the possession dnJgr 
for 10* or SO year* wilt not destroy the custom— Co* Lit*. 114. 

9i It must have been peaceable and acqeicse* in ^ not subject 
to contention aadtdispute.~--C9. IAtu 114. 

4. and Pnraema&itX.^Ctrsross. must be naasoifenit* ! t— 
Litu $.*!*, or nrttesr taken negatively, they must not be mmea 
tomteUi 

A Ctofom, says aaetber high legal authority, centtwry te-th* 
pmWe goo*, or injuria** to a muMMe\ and beneficial only tar 
some particular persons, is repugnant? to the law of reason, ami 
consequently void.— 8 Panv* 4*Sf, 4B7. 

• Again.— Customs ougM to be heweftok* te aU, but may be 
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good where against the interest of a particular person, if for the 
public good.— Dyer, 60. 

Before I come to consider how far your levying of tolls upon 
shipping and merchandise corresponds with the legal and con- 
stitutional opinions which I have just quoted, and upon which 
I presume you rely for the validity of your title, permit me to 
advert to a most glaring anachronism in one of your assevera- 
tions in this Exchequer Bill. It may be reconciled to common 
sense by legal quibbles, with which I am unacquainted, but to 
talk of your Corporation having received 6d Vhhd. on Tobacco 
and Sugars from time whereof the memory of man runneth not to 
the contrary j when it is notorious to every schoolboy who has 
read Gutherie's Geography, that Tobacco was not introduced 
into England till 1585, by Sir Walter Raleigh; and Sugar, 
though cultivated I believe in Sicily, in 1166, and afterwards 
introduced into Spain, was not an article of importation and ge. 
neral consumption in Europe, till after Columbus's 2d voyage 
to Hispauiola 1493 to 1495. The refining of Sugars was first 
discovered by a Venetian, and was not attempted in England till 
1659. A more gross absurdity in legal pleading cannot there- 
fore, I think, be adduced. 

As I find I can trespass no longer on the columns of Felix 
Farley, I must resume this subject in my next letter. 

COSMO. 

P. 8. I understand, that I was construed in my last to have 
cast an uumerited reflection upon the Gentlemen engaged in 
the West Indian trade, by asserting, that the duties upon their 
articles of import were partially imposed, through the influence 
of the West Indian Members in your Corporation. I must still 
maintain, that the rates upon Sugars and Rum are partial and 
unequal compared with many other valuable articles of import ; 
and I am accused of error also, in being ignorant of the mode, 
and of the disinterested persons in your Common Council, who 
were last selected to revise the Town Dues. I do confess my 
ignorance, and should be glad, for more reasons than one, if my 
accuser will inform me of the date of this revision, and the alter- 
ations and modifications, which then took place. I shall never 
be ashamed to confess an unintentional error, or to retract an 
unguarded expression: I am become aware, that every word 
that I write is canvassed, and every expression is watched t but 
I am not to be intimidated $ and if the Editor of Felix Farley 
will continue his usual circumspection •pver my lucubrations, 
I hope very rarely to offend. 



Digits 



zed by G00gle 



LETTER XII. 
TO THE MEMBERS OP THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OP BRISTOL. 
Gbhtlbmek, 

It was my intention, when I concluded my last letter, to have 
resumed the subject of it, by entering into a minute examina- 
tion of your title to levy the rates which you now impose upon 
your Fellow-citizens, in the hope of discovering whether you 
ground it upon Charter, upon Prescription, or upon Custom.— 
But two important occurrences have since come to my know- 
ledge, which will enable me to condense much of my matter, 
and adduce to you some cogent reasons, why I think the time is 
near at hand, when the voice of your Fellow-citizens must be 
heard, and a redress of their grievances be effected. 

In the first place, I am most credibly informed, that the va- 
lidity of your title to the Town Dues has lately, in some shape 
or another, come under the cognizance of a very high legal 
officer in your Corporate Body, whose opinion is, that it is de- 
rived from Prescription. I am much pleased with the infor- 
mation, because I have now a tangible point wherewith I can 
grapple ; and I hesitate not to say, that I think this title by 
Prescription hangs upon a very precarious tenure; and is not 
only precarious, but it is so unjust at the present day, that I ap- 
prehend I have now such grounds for vindicating the rights of 
my fellow-citizens, and I shall be able to shew, that your right 
and title to the Town Dues rest upon such an unstable founda- 
tion, that it will be to your interest, as well as honour, immedi- 
ately to enter into a Compromise with them. I say Compromise, 
for like our gracious Sovereign, when he visited the sister king 
dom, I am anxious that Conciliation should be the motto of 
my friends, and that on their banners they should display the 
the olive- branch, as an emblem of peace. And if in the future 
discussion of the subject, I find myself compelled to expose to 
public view the weak points of your Citadel, more than will 
perhaps be agreeable, I beseech you to believe, that my sole mo- 
tive is to induce you to adopt the same line of conduct. 

Having discovered the basis of your title to be founded upon 
Prescription, I think* I can develop also the difficulty, which, 
on your part, stands in the way of effecting, what I am really 
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willing to believe you woald concede to us,— A Revision of the 
Town Dues. A measure, I apprehend, you cannot accomplish 
without the aid of an Act of Parliament ; because any variation 
in these dues from their originally prescribed rate of duty, or 
made of collection, viz. 6d. per hhd. for Tobacco and Sugar, Is. 
per butt for Wine, and 2d. in the pound upon the value of all 
other articles, would render your title to the whole null and 
Void. So that unless you are willing to renounce at once the 
Town Dues, or some amicable arrangement can be effected, 
whereby the necessary Act of Parliament may be obtained, 
your fellow-citizens must continue to labour under these op_ 
pressive taxes, which a majority, I am persuaded, of your own 
body, acknowledge to be one of the principal impediments 
against the extension and improvement of the trade and com- 
merce of our city. 

You cannot have overlooked also, if you do me the honour to 
read my letters, the singular anachronism alluded to in my last, 
relative to the rate on Tobacco and Sugar. Can you uphold 
such a prescriptive right as this ? Without a perusal of the little 
Red Book in your archives, of the valuable contents of which 
I have heard much, I cannot venture to speak so decidedly 
upon the date when you first claimed the ad valorem duty of 2d. 
in the pound upon all other articles of merchandize, as to assert, 
that you cannot trace it to its proper origin, viz. antecedently to 
the 2d year of the reign of Richard I. But when I consider that 
these duties have increased since the year 1777, from ,£500 V ana. 
to nearly £5,000. it is impossible not to believe, that such a reve- 
nue as this, exacted from the industry and labour of your fellow- 
citizens, was never in the contemplation of your ancestors, who 
first imposed the rate. Justice and prudence, therefore, impe- 
ratively call upon you to revise and reduce it. 

Have I not, Gentlemen, now made out a case so strong and 
of such peculiar hardship, that your attention must be arrested 
by it? And upon every principle of equity and honour, as Ma- 
gistrates and Fellow-citizens, I beseech you seriously to reflect 
upon the consequences which must ensue, if so foul a stigma 
upon the administration of British Justice is not speedily wiped 
away. 

But if the representations of an obscure and private individual 
-will not avail, I flatter myself there is a voice rising up amongst 
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us which you cannot disregard. And this brings me to the other. 

occurrence to which I alluded in the commencement of this 

letter, viz. the projection of A Chamber of Commerce in 

Bristol, composed, as it appears to be, of the most intelligent, 

respectable, and wealthy individuals in our city. Such a so- 
ciety, constituted of such members, must be hailed, not only as 

the dawn of a better order of things amongst us, but as a pledge 

that no radical revision of taxes, no root and branch reforma- 
tion of abuses* no speculative or theoretical schemes of im~ 

provement are in contemplation. For many obvious reasons I 

should conceive, your Corporate Body itself would rejoice at 

the formation of such au Institution. At any rate you may 

now be enabled to consult and communicate with a Body of 

the best informed of your Fellow-citizens on Commercial affairs ; 
and I am sure you are too wise to think it will be a condescen- 
sion, or derogatory to your Corporate Body to do so. Hitherto, 
I am sorry to say, you have turned a deaf ear to the remon- 
strances of the private individual. A respectful Memorial from 
such a Society, as that which I am contemplating, cannot thus be 
alighted or passed by. 

But before I conclude, I must recur once more to the origU 
sal subject of this letter, — the application of your large Reve- 
nues ; for it is not only the Town and Mayor's Dues, of which 
upwards of .£3,000. per ann. appear to your fellow-citizens to be 

unapplied for any ostensible public benefit, but there are the Tolls j 

of our Markets, and the Rents of various Estates, Public Build- { 

ings, &c. &c. besides innumerable Fines and Perquisites, Pur- j 

chases,, and Fees on Freedoms, &c. &c, sufficient, we cannot but ' 

believe, to support any Corporation in proper Magisterial dignity 
and splendour, but of which we know nothing of the appropria- 
tion. The rents of the Exchange Offices, and the public Mai- 
kets alone, produced you an income in 1813, of upwards of£6,000 
.per ann. And these must have considerably increased since that 
period by the improvements and additions, which you have pro- 
jected and made. That you receive due interest for what you 
expend, I need to state only the following instance, amongst 
many others, that I could enumerate. You erected in the Ex- 
change a few years ago, twenty wooden stands, to enable the 
cora*dealers, who frequent that mart, to exhibit their samples of 
grain. These cost you £10. each, viz. ,£300. and these you let 
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at the moderate rent of £4. each per ana. : so that for £200* 
Capital expended, you receive a net annual rent of £80 ! Are- 
monstrance to your Body against this extortion has been unsuc- 
cessful. Your reply being, that unless the Memorialists could 
point out a mode by which the same amount of rates could be 
secured, a reduction could not be made. I will point out to you 
the course which you should adopt : erect 80 more standings, 
and let the whole 40 at £%. per ann. instead of £4. and you will 
find them all occupied by dealers, many of whom now refuse to 
engage a standing at their present exorbitant rents Thus yon 
would receive the same revenue at a very trifling outfit of Ca- 
pital. As it is, your present policy, with regard to the encou- 
ragement of agriculture and the cheap and plentiful supply of 
provisions in our markets, is as narrow and shortsighted, as are 
the rates and restrictions burthcnsome, which you impose upon 
our trade and commerce. 

There is one more circumstance, Gentlemen, to which I will 
here only incidentally allude, because it will come more properly 
under discussion in my letter to the Society of Merchant Ventur- 
ers ; but, as bearing in some measure on the application of your 
funds, it is worthy of notice. I allude to the Wharfage and 
Cranage Rates. These Rates you have for many years past let 
Upon lease to this Society ; and from these rates and profits they 
are bound to keep in repair the Wharfs, Cranes, &c. &c. In 
fact this Society, instead of yourselves, seems to have become 
the Conservators of the Port. Now, Gentlemen, I cannot help 
thinking, that not only these dues, but those also which you 
now appropriate to other uses, were originally intended for this 
natural and beneficial purpose, viz. the keeping of our Harbour 
in repair. And if they had been thus applied, the Shipping and 
Commerce of our Port would have then received something like 
a quid pro quo. It is singular also, that it is by Act of Parliament 
that you now derive your title to these dues. Why they should 
have been separated from the Town dues, and your trust dele- 
gated to another Corporate Body, I cannot conceive. But I 
can see the equity and the propriety of your ra : rates as 

Conservators of the Port, by which title e your 

Corporation in the 47th of Geo. 3rd * and I ubt in 

my own mind, however all these rates have 
their original use, that they were formerl o other 





purpose than to keep our Harbour in repair, and render it 
more commodious for the purposes of navigation and trade. If 
I receive the information I am promised, I shall be able in my 
next letter to treat more fully upon this most important subject. 
I will not at present undertake the invidious task of pointing 
out to you the different modes, in which you ought and could 
consistently curtail your present expenditure and reduce your 
establishment. At your last quarterly meeting the subject was, 
I have heard, incidentally discussed. /* mutt be revived ; and, I 
think, I have said enough to rouse your attention. In words, 
therefore, somewhat similar to those, which our immortal Bard 
put into the mouth of a celebrated Roman Orator, when address- 
ing an assembly of his fellow-citizens, I shall take my leave. 

Bristolians, Common Council Men, and Friends. " Hear 
me for my cause, and be silent, that you may hear. Believe me 
for mine honour, and have respect to mine honour, that you may 
believe. Censure me in your wisdom ; and awake your senses, 
that you may the better judge." If there be any in your grave 
assembly, any dear friend to Bristol, to him I say, that Cosmo's 
love to Bristol is no less than his. If then that friend demand, 
why Cosmo has so boldly addressed you, this is my answer ; — 
Not that I would shew disrespect to your Common Council, but 
that I love Bristol more. Who amongst you is so base, that 
would be a Bond-man and Oppressor ? If any, speak, for him 
have I offended. Who so degenerate, that would forget he is a 
Bristolian? If any, speak, for him I have offended. — Who so 
vile, that would not serve his Fellow-citizens ? If any speak, 
for him I have offended. I pause for a reply — None — None- 
Then none have I offended. I have done no more for Bristol, 
than YOoa Corporation should itself have done! I 

Respectfully, farewell, 

Brutoi, Dec. 28, 1888. COSMO. 
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APPENDIX. 

As I find from my Printer, that there will be a page or two un- 
occupied, I have requested him to subjoin for the information of 
my readers, the following Table of the Liverpool Town Dues; it 
wiU he a Document, perhaps, sometime hence of useful reference. . 



LIVERPOOL TOWN DUTIES. 



Alabaster, the ton 

Asbes of Fern, the hundred bushels ... 

Bacon, the ton 

Bricks, the thousand 

Butter, the ton 

Calamine, the ton .. 

Candles, the box ... 

Cheese, the ton ... 

Clay for Potters, the ton ... 

Copper, the ton ... 

Cotton, the bag ... 

Coals, the Chaldron (Winchester measure) .. 

Cow Shanks the thousand... 

— Horns, the hundred ... 
Corkwood, the ton 

Corn, of all s »rts, the hundred bushels 
Currants, the butt .. 

Deals, the 420 

Deer SJtins, loose, the hundred 

— dressed, the hogshead 
Dyeing Wood, of every kind, the ton 
Earthenware, the crate 

■ ■ the half-crate 

■ loose, the load (60 pieces) 
Ebony, the ton 

Elephant Teeth, the ton ... 

Feathers, the bed or bag 

Fish, salted, or stockfish, the ton ... 

Ginger, the bag ... 

Glass Bottles, the hundred dozen 

Groceries, Coastwise, the hogshead ... 

the firkin 

Gum Senegal, the ton 

Gunpowder, the barrel 

Hemp or Flax, the ton 

Herrings, the barrel 

Hides of Cows, Oxen, and Horses, each 

Hops, the pocket 

Iron, in bars, the ton 

— in pigs, or cast, the ton .„ 

— On f the ton 
Kelp, the ton 

Lead, Lead Ore, or Copper Ore, the ton 
Lath wood, the fathom 
Linen, of all sons, the pack 
— — a box or bundle 
Lemons or Oranges, the chest 
— — — the box 
Lignumvitae, the ton 
Mahogany, the ton 

Mnses, above 12 inches diamater .. .." 

" • inches and under 12 inches diameter 
6 inches and linger 8 inohes diameter 
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▲ PPENDrX. 



Meal, of Oats, &c. the ton . 
Molasses, the hogshead 
Nuts, the barrel ... 

— the bag . • • . 
Oak Bark, the ton 

— Timber, the ton 

— Planks, the 120 

Oil, viz. Fish or Train, the tun 
Paper, the pack ... 
PeTy or Cider, the hogshead 
Potatoes, the hundred bushels 
Pots of Iron, the ton 
Raisins, the hundred baskets 
Salt, White, the hundred bushels 
— — — Coastwise 

— Rock, the hundred bushels 
• Coastwise 



Seeds, Garden, the sack 
Slates, the ton 
Soap, the box 
Spirits, the puncheon 
— — the hogshead 

— drawn from Corn, the puncheon ... 
Staves, Heading, and Handspikes the 1000 ... 
Starch, the chest ... 

Sugar, the hogshead 

— — the tierce .. 

the barrel ... 

Tallow, the cwt. ... 

Tar and Pitch, the barrel , 

Timber, (Fir, &c. ) the load 
Tobacco, the hogshead 
Turpentine, the barrel 
Wainscot Boards, the 120 ... 
Wine, the pipe 

■ the hogshead 

■ Coastwise, the pipe .. 
Window Glass, the side 

the box 

Wool, the bag 

Yarns, Linen, the truss 

— ■ — — the pack 

— — — Foreign, the fatt 

— — Bay, the pack 

Dry Goods not described above, pay, the package, viz. 

— - bale 



• barrel 

• box 

■ bundle 

• case 

• cask 

- chest 

• crate 

• half crate 

• hamper 

• hogshead 
puncheon 

■ tierce 

• trunk 
> truss 

keg 
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Note.— The above Town Duties are not due on goods the property of, and 
sold solely on account of persons free of Liverpool, Bristol or London, or 
Waterford or Wexford, in Ireland ; nor on the exportation of goods which 
may have been imported or brought coastwise, provided they are the same 
property as when so imported cr brought coastwise. 
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% mpefctments tojnc!) obstruct 



TRADE & COMMERCE 



or THE 

CltY AND PORT OF BRISTOL; 



WHICH APPEARED IN 



FELIX FARLEY'S BRISTOL JOURNAL, 

Under the Signature of 

COSMO. 



INTERCESSOR MALJE REI CIVIS SALUTAR1S ESTO. 

Cicero de Officiii. 
Let the opposer of a bad system be accounted a good and useful Citizen. 
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POINTED, PUBLISHES, AND SOLD BY THE AUTHOR, J. M. GUTCH, l3j 

SMALL- ST REIT J AND BY THE DIFFERENT BOOKSELLERS. 
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[TO THE BINDER.] 
The present Title- Page to be substituted Tor that which was printed 
with the first series of Letters, and the Appendix to be placed 
at the end. 
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LETTER XlIL 

TO THE SOCIETY OF MERCHANT VENTURERS 

Gentlemen, 

Had I received, as I expected, from the Rolls Chapel, in 
London, Copies of your Charter of Incorporation, or the Let- 
ters Patent by which your Society was formed, it was my in- 
tention to have prefaced this my first address to you with a 
brief historical sketch of its origin and your rules. Our late 
Historian of Bristol, Mr. Barrett, is so meagre and concise in 
his account of it, that I have been under the necessity of seek- 
ing for information elsewhere, and till this arrives, I must beg 
my readers to be content with the following extract from his 
History of Bristol. 

" A Society of Merchant- Venturers was incorporated within 
this city by King Edw. 6. by letters patent 14th December 6th 
year of his reign ; and afterwards confirmed by Queen Eliza- 
beth, and King Charles 1st. They are seized and possessed of 
manors and lands to the amount of £3000 per annum, in trust 
for the maintenance and support of certain almshouses in this 
city, and for other charitable uses. — They have a common hall 
to meet and transact their business in, and an almshouse for 
decayed seamen adjoining ; their charter gives them several 
privileges, powers, and immunities ; and private persons, be- 
coming members of this honourable society, enjoy some par- 
ticular advantages in fitting out their ships with respect to 
wharfage, which those pay, who are not free ofthe Merchants'- 
Hall. 

" By an act of council the 13th Cha. f d. 1661, it was ordered, 
in consideration that the society and fellowship of merchants 
will be at the costs of enlarging and making a new Key, from 
the lower slip of the Key to a certain place in the Marsh called 
Aldworth's Dock or Key : and also make the way passable by 
Rownham convenient for coaches or horses to the Hotwells, 
there shall be the sum of 1001. issued out of the chamber to- 
wards the advancement and- doing of the said public works : 
and also upon surrender made by the said society of a lease 
they have now in being of the duties of anchorage and plankage 
and kannage, a new lease should be granted to them by the 
mayor and commonalty, of the said duties, for the term of 

F 
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fourscore years, under ike old rent and covenants?, provided a 
covenant binding all parties be inserted, that after the new Key 
be made and enlarged no building' shall be erected on the same. 
— Book of Orders, p. TS. 

'.< TmV lease Has been renewed not long since, about the year 
%18QS r 

Except an heraldic description of the Arms of Jour 'Society, 
this is all the information of any importance, that! can (gather 
lrom this channel. From the copies df the Records for which 
I have applied, I shaH, I trust, be able to supply my feiloW- 
citizens with much more ample itaformntion. But still enoagb 
is publicly and correctly known of the mode of electing your 
Members, to enable me to proceed with the present branch of 
my subject. By your title it would seem that you were origin- 
ally a Trading Company. But this I believe Was never the 
case. You fodk your appellation from the circumstance of : flte* 
Gentlemen, who were first incorporated into your Society, being, 
all of them Merchants or Venturers in Commence, and practi- 
cal and experienced men in their profession, capable of adjust* 
ing mercantile dispute*,, and arbitrating differences between 
fhelr fellow-citizen* and foreigners, respecting commercial trans- 
actions. In such high estimation were your predecessors held, 
that they were frequently made Trustees for Charitable pur- 
poses; and amongst other celebrated Benefactors to our city, 
who confided in your Society the fulfilment of their charitable 
designs, was' that eminent merchant, and prions and exemplary 
citizen, Edward Coxsfrov, ffeq.? whose birth.day we still wm- 
memorate with so much enthusiastic affection ; and he made 
yon accordingly the Govetfors and Trustees of that excellent 
seminary for education, which 'bears the name of Coxsron's 
Sciroox, for the support df which he Vested in 5ydu -sevenrf 
Valuable eltates and other property. That part of the Repdrt 
of the Commissioners for enquiring into Public Charities, whid* 
relates to ydur Society, has not ^et, Tthi&k, been (published; 
but I am Informed, that like our City Corporation, you halve 
-fulfilled your trusts with the most- laudable scrupulosity to the 
'founder's- intention, so far as relates to this institution $ that 
you are exempt from every imputation of abuse, and have ac- 
oUireA the 'Commendation and approval -df the Commissioners. 

I have frequently likewise perused with the highest gratificar 
tion your Addresses to the Throne and to Parliament 'upon 
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many public occasions, always breathing the sentiments of a 
most loyal and patriotic body of my fellftfw-citifeens * couched 
indeed, sometimes, in language of 'singularly classical purity 
and correctness, combined with impassioned eloquence, and 
the pathos of genuine British sentiment and feeling.* 

Sorry am I that here my further commendations are checked, 
as to ah^ practical benefit or public good, which might na- 
turally be eipected to result, from your labours and delibera- 
tions. ' ' 

! 'If, in a former letter* I censured the mode of election into 
the Common Council of our City Corporation, and that by 
their bein£a self-elected and uncontrolled body, they were not 
the proper persons to be entrusted with the expenditure of. the 
taxes, which they levy upon the labour and industry of their fel- 
low-citizens; I think there is much more reason to object to 
the mode of entrance into your Society, by which you are ren- 
dered as Inefficient a Corporation for effecting any great public 
good, as they are. I mean beyond that good, which you- do, 
as faithful Stewards of the Charitable Funds entrusted to your 
Care'. Your title would import, that you could and ought to 
effect all, that I trust the newly projected Chamber of Com- 
merce will accomplish. A stranger to the nature of your Con- 
stitution would imagine, than in an incorporated Society of 
Merchants would be combined, and readily and easily admitted, 
all the talent, knowledge, and practical experience of our city. 
I mean personal offence to none of your members. I am will- 
ing to believe all of you possess that portion of wealth, talent, 

' integrity, and respectability that enobles the mind, and digni- 
fies the man, in his private station; out as a Society for eman- 
cipating your fellow-citizens from the heavy local burthens 
which oppress them, constituted as you are,' it is not in your 
power, if you had the wish, to do it.— I am very fearful, ■ I 
shall find it my duty to shew, that by some of your proceedings 

"and regulations you rather add to, than diminish these bur- 
thens; for strange to say, your Society partakes not only of 
the evils attendant upon a self-elected Corporation, but by its 
singular Constitution, actually perpetuates and makes them 
hereditary. By your Charter you are bound to admit into 

•His present Majesty, I was informed at tfce time, was so much struck 
with .the diction of one of your late Addresses, that he requested his Prime 
Minister to 4>iio^u«thenameo£its4autbor. ' 
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jour Society, not as your title would imply, Merchants only, 
but members of all professions ; it is not indeed clear, that even 
clergymen can be excluded. For every son, and even nephew 
of a member, who has served a proper apprenticeship to his father 
or uncle, can claim admittance, and is entitled to vote and 
decide upon any recommendatory measure of your Committee; 
which Committee, I will do you the justice to say, is generally 
selected from mercantile and efficient members of your Society. 
I am anxious to state clearly this singularity in your Constitu- 
tion ; because I know that many of you assert, that you are 
the natural guardians of our mercantile rights and interests, 
and that you could protect, encourage, and bring to perfection 
any local improvement that might be devised for our benefit, or 
remove, revise, or reform, any abuse or obstacle that stood 
in its way. 

But have you latterly came forward, permit me to ask, as the 
liberal projectors, the disinterested patrons and promoters of 
any modern improvements for the benefit of our city and port ? 
Where is the public monument of your patriotism ? Where the 
inscription, which records your fame ? The erection of the 
new Pump-room at the Hotwells, and your contribution towards 
making the new Road, may certainly be cited as instances of 
your wish for improvement, of your good taste, and of your 
liberality. But I cannot say you were entirely disinterested ; 
for, as Lords of the Manor of Clifton, all your other valuable 
property there must, by this project, be eventually greatly im- 
proved and benefitted. 

You may perhaps reply, that you possess no means or funds 
which you can appropriate to such laudable uses. I know that 
the rents and profits of the Lease granted to you by the Common 
Council of our city, to the Wharfage, Plankage and Kannage 
rates, are not thut applied. This will form the subject of my 
next letter. But, Gentlemen, I cannot close the present without 
copying one sentence more from Mr. Barrett. It is simply a 
note of his attached to the foregoing extract ; and while it shews 
his incorrect and imperfect information, it will, I am afraid, 
furnish grave matter of complaint against you for a want of 
public enterprize, energy and spirit for the improvement of the 
natural advantages which surround us $ and of which, if our 
Public Bodies neglect to avail themselves, I am confident that 
the single and insulated efforts of an individual will in vain at- 
tempt to effect. Mr. Barrett's note is as follows :— 
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" From the high part of St. Vincent's Rock, where they dig 
the lime stones, to the opposite side, a bridge was once pro- 
posed to be thrown by Wm. Vick, Esq. an eminent wine-mer- 
chant of Bristol, who left a thousand pounds and interest to ac- 
cumulate for a certain number of years, if any one within that 
time should leave any additional sum for the same purpose. 
Unfortunately no one has left any thing since towards this grand 
scheme, and the money is now forfeited to his executors. 1 ' 

Instead of this money being forfeited to Mr. Vick's executors, 
I find it has accumulated in your hands, and has been duly ac- 
counted for in the examination of your Trust Property by the 
Charity Commissioners. The rate of interest at which it has 
been placed out, or the exact sum to which it has now increased, 
1 cannot correctly state. But, Gentlenen, if it amounts to only 
,£3000. or £4000. I am surprised that the existence of such a 
fund should not have been made more public ; when I doubt 
not, if proposals had been issued by so respectable a Society 
as yours, craving additioual subscriptions from your fellow- 
citizens, to carry into effect so feasible and desirable a measure 
as the junction of Gloucestershire and Somersetshire by a bridge 
from St. Vincent's Rocks to Leigh Down, they would have 
been eagerly and instantaneously adopted, and there would have 
been begun one of those bold and animating schemes of im- 
provement, which would have given a spur and activity to the 
present paralized and torpid energies of the Citizens of Bristol, 

COSMO, 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SOCIETY OF MERCHANT VENTURERS. 

Gbhtlekett, 

As some of my expected intelligence has not yet reached me, 
J shall this week amuse myself with replying to a species of de- 
fence or justification, which has been set up, by one of your 
Body, and contained in a cover conveyed to me by the Printer, 
to some insinuation or inuendo, which he fancies is made in my 
last letter, as to the application of your revenues. Whereas, I 
contend, that the main purport and drift of it was to, shew, that 
you are an inefficient body for the mercantile duties of the present 
age, or for the restoration of our port and city to a healthy and 
Vigorous state of commerce. Indeed, I think this writer per- 
fectly coincides with me in the opinion, that constituted as your 
Society is, it never can realize such an object. 

Holy Job, I think, exclaims, oh ! that my adversary had writ- 
ten a book t I have simply urged my opponents to write a letter, 
in defence of, or as an apology for, the errors of their system. 
One has at length taken up the pen of a gentleman ; and I am 
happy to find, that Mercator is his name : and not only that he 
calls himself a Merchant, but that he appears to be an ardent 
advocate for the honour of your Society, if he is not a very 
discreet one. His letter is verbatim, as follows : 

« 4 To Cosmo. 

" Your ability in unfolding the evils, that afflict our State, is 
honourable to yourself, and as your facts are uncontradicted, 
and your inferences just, will be, I trust, beneficial to the 
public ; Office will now be valued for its utility, the ' ermined 
robe and gilded mace'* excite but little reverence independent of 
the worth of the possessors. 

"As a Member of the Society of Merchants, I must remark 
that your letter to them, though complimentary, and correct as 
to its definition of their Constitution, under-rates their services, 
and questions the application of their resources. They are 
Trustees of other Charities than Colston's, and have a most im- 
portant charge— the Inspection and Government of the Pilots 
of the Port intrusted to them, and are consequently engaged 
with a variety of public business. I mean not by these remarks 
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any hostility to your Chamber of Commerce ; there is much to 
he done, and it may accomplish what an ancient Society, con- 
stituted like ours, could not. 

"But you demand where are the monuments of our patriotism f 
where the records of our fame ? Walk, Cosmo, over our Manor 
of Clifton, to witness them; in our Docks thrown open, Bond- 
ing Yard erected, impediments to Navigation removed, and 
in an expenditure of at least £10,000. for which we are very im- 
perfectly remunerated. View them in the Churches on our 
Manors, rebuilt or preserved from dilapidation ; in various Works 
of utility and charity. You give us negative praise for the just 
administration of the trusts committed to us, but it should be 
known that the funds of aU of them have been insufficient for thi 
purpose, and thai the dejteiences have been made good from our 
common stock. 

** If such, then, are the records of our fame, I need not instruct 
you on the state of our Revenues, or the formidable Wharfage 
Lease, if after the charge of Repairs, and the weighty local 
Taxation, any surplus comes from that quarter, it does not in 
any way benefit ourselves. We have no allowance, no equipage, 
lacqueys, or perquisites ; a dinner once a year ; a vote at put- 
ting a boy into a school, or an old woman into an almshouse, 
have been the extent of the privileges enjoyed for many years 
past by MERC ATO&. 

44 Clifton. 

"P.S In regard to Vick's projected Bridge in the air, it is 
only -lately that Suspension Bridges have been thought practi- 
cable. It did not, I think, become the Society to promote a 
speculation of that kind.' 1 

There are so many untenable points in this letter, and they 
will enable me so clearly to expose the defects in your Society's 
proceedings, that I care very little, except as to making them 
matter of useful historical record, whether I receive the document*, 
I expect, or not. 

In support of the first sentence of Mercator % s letter, I am 
proud of his confirmatory opinion, that " the er rained robe and 
gilded mace," must in future be valued only for their worth ; 
and for his compliment to my pen, I humbly thank him. 

As to his second sentence ; I thought I had given, for I am 
sure 1 meant to give, every due praise to your respectable Society 
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for the management of your charitable Trust Funds ; nor did 
I wish to under-rate your services rendered to any Charity, from 
Colston's noble School down to the humble Almshouse. If I 
have not done you justice, I gladly repeat my commendation, 
aid assert, that you have proved yourselves liberal landlords, 
tasteful architects, and considerate trustees. So much for the 
first clause of the sentence. As to the next, the inspection and 
government of the Pilots of our port, Mercator must excuse 
me, if I cannot agree with him upon your Society's able ad- 
ministration of the powers entrusted to you. And in this early 
branch of his reply, I come at once to the subject that is in dis- 
pute between us : it is briefly this— as Trustees for Charitable 
uses, your Society has fulfilled its functions most honorably ; — 
but as the " mercatores fideles," the Mercantile Guardians of 
our Port and Commerce, I ask again, where is the monument, 
the inscription, or record of your fame ? Is it in the nest of 
Pirates, I had almost called them, instead of Pilots, which navi- 
gate our rivers ? Where is the reformation to be seen, which 
you have effected in the behaviour of this lawless, profligate 
race* of our fellow subjects ? Have you evinced any public spirit 
in proposing, or have you yet even deigned to think of estab- 
lishing steam vessels for towing our ships up and down the Avon 
and the Channel, instead of perpetuating the original sin of 
licensing more Pill Pilots ? Look at the Clyde and the Mersey ! 
Are the Merchants of Glasgow and Liverpool left at the mercy 
of such a set of extortioners ? Or are their West India and 
other vessels detained in their harbours weeks and even months, 
as ours are, through the want of enterprize in setting afloat so 
easy and self-evident a remedy against tide and wind ? Such'an 
experiment as this would have been a monument worthy of 
record. Has this scheme never occurred to the honorable Master 
of your Society (a ship builder himself by the bye ) or any of 
your Board of Directors ?— or is this obvious improvement to 
be left to the suggestion of a private individual like myself, or 
to be promoted by a Chamber of Commerce ? A Chamber of 
Commerce will indeed, \ trust, effect, what, to use Mercator'* 
own words, " an antient Society, establithedUke ourt, could not." 

* The Captain of one of the Steam Packets which entered this harbour 
last summer, seeing a vessel in Kingroad likely to lose the tide, took it in tow • 
for which act of kindness and consideration, he received a letter from his own 
trotter, a Pill Pilot, that if ever be did such an act again, bis life would few 
in danger. 
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I am glad indeed that my antagonist has written a letter. And 
I proceed, with much complacency, to the third sentence of 
his communication. 

Cosmo has many times walked with delight through " our Ma- 
nor of Cl\flon." It is his favourite stroll. 

How beauteous the pale rocks above the shore 
Uplift their bleak and furrow'd aspect high ; 

How proudly desolate their foreheads hoar, 
Thai meet the earliest sunbeams of the sky ! 

Bound to yon dusky mart, with pennants gay, 

The tall bark on the winding waters line, 
Between the riren clifft plies her hard way, 

And peering on the sight the white sails shine. 

Bowles 9 1 Elegy written at the BotweB* 

I have witnessed, and am privy also to your Docks thrown open, 
and Bonding Wharehouses erected, hut your impediments to 
trade remain. I will give you every credit for these apparently 
liberal schemes t but does your ancient Society, or even can it, 
exert itself to fill these Docks, and these Bonding Yards, or 
remove those hindrances which I have already shewn, and shall 
still further shew, to exist against the trade of our port. I 
will give you credit also for the perservation and repair of 
dilapidated Churches, on your other estates. I endeavoured to 
depict, in the most glowing terms that I could, the principles 
of your respectable Society, in its attachment to Church and 
States and sorry am I to find, that the funds you ought, and 
wish to devote to these peculiar objects of utility and charity, 
are of themselves individually insufficient for each particular ob- 
ject, without the deficiency being to be made good from your 
^Common Stock It] 

And here I must pause, and gravely ask you a simple ques- 
tion, of what monies does this Common Stock consist? Coupled 
with some words which follow in the fourth sentence of Mcr- 
cat or* s letter, it becomes indeed a very serious question to my 
fellow-citizens. 

"If such," says Mercator " are the- records of our fame, I 
need not instruct you on the state of our revenues, or the for- 
midable Whabfage Lease, if after the charge of repairs, and 
the weight of local taxation, ant surplus comes from that 
quarter, it does not in any way benefit ourselves," &c. &c. 

Have I ever insinuated, Mercator -, that your society, or our 
Municipal Corporation, keep any surplus for their individual 
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benefit? Perish the thought— it has never entered my mind. I 
am not ignorant Indeed of the viands which are served up at 
Corporation dinners, or Merchant Venturers' breakfasts. But 
it is not of these repasts of which I complain ; they do not dila- 
pidate revenues, or impair resources But in your Society, 
as in our City Common Council, I do assert, that it is the 
perversion of mercantile rates from their original purpose, and 
the continuance of heavy Town and Wharfage dues, which im- 
pede our commerce and retard our trade. These are my sub- 
jects of complaint * and these shall be oty constant theme and 
topic of reform. 

Your Society shall have my consent to be trustees of every 
almshouse in the city ; and executors, if you please, to all 
maiden ladies, 

" Who die and endow a college or a cat;" 

But as the guardians of our mercantile rights and privileges, I 
must again repeat, that the very formation of your Corporate 
Body precludes the possibility of your upholding and maintain- 
ing them* Let me ask you a few questions* Does your Society 
Watch over the imposition of whatever public burthens the 
Legislature may see ft to impose -upon trade* in order to pre* 
venft their becoming local or partial grievance*? Do you col- 
lect and eoacentrate^commereial information, and disseminate 
it for the benefit pf your fellow-citizens? Do you assist them 
with your advice o* difficult cases ? Do you now amiwiatb 
for them in ©js#ptbs? — The principal object for which your 
Society was first instituted 1 ! Or do you interpose the weight 
and influence of the members which compose your Body, to 
obtain redress, where individual exertions have failed ? Auswe/ 
me these questions in the affirmative, and I will immediately 
propose a subscription to record your transactions on a tablet 
of brjtss, 

MercatoY* Postscript, relative to Mr. Yick's Legacy, is not to 
begot rid of by a joke; it will again be noticed in another 
"Shape. 

COSMO. 
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LETTER XV. 

TO Trlfe SOCKET Y 6f MfcRfcHAtff VENT tJREftS. 

GSNTLEfeEN, 

Without further preface it is my Intention in this letter to 
discuss and disclose to my fettow-eitttiens the authority Tested 
iii your Society to collect and receiveliie Wharfage and Cranage 
Rates of our Port, and then to point orit to them, those, which 
appear to be particularly oppressive and partial, and therefdre 
injurious to our Commerce and Trade. For the execution of 
year Charitable Trusts, I bare endeavoured to bestow uj>on 
you every panegyric, Which you justly merit. 

And in the first place 1 observe, by the preamble to an Act of 
the 4?th George 3d, the title of which is as follows, vie.-— «' Ait 
Act for Ascertaining and Establishing the Rates of Whar- 
fage, Oranage, Plankage, Anchorage afctd Moorage, to to 
received at the lawful Quays In the Port of Bristol * for the 
regulation of the Crane Keepers in the said Port ; and for the 
better regulation of FUots, and Pilotage of Vessels navigating 
the Bristol Channel V after stating, that the Mayor, Burgesses 
and Commonalty are Conservators of the Rivers of the port of 
Bristol, within a certain district, and are seised of certain 
Wharfs and Quays j tile Mayor Ac. is described as having 
" prom tiM8 immemorial received a Rate or Duty of Wharfage, 
Cranage or Plankage for Goods landed upon or shipped from 
the said Quays or Wharfs; and also a Rate or Duty of Anchor- 
age and Moorage for all ships and other vessels anchoring or 
mooring at the said Quays or Wharfs."— The preamble likewise 
states, that " the said Mayor, &c. or their Lessees, have, for 
the greater encouragement of the trade of the Port of Bristol, 
erected and set up on the lawful Quays aforesaid, divers Cranes 
and Engines for the better discharge of Ships at the Quays and 
Wharfs." — I have recited these sentences thus fully, because It 
is in this act that, I think, I discover also the original title of 
the Mayor, &c. to the rates in question; but which rates this 
preamble states, till the passing of the Aet " were not ex- 
actly ASCERTAINED AND DBFlNED." 

This acknowledgment, my Fellow-citizens, on the part of 
the Mayor, &c. by whom this same Act of Parliament was in- 
troduced, I consider a most important circumstance, as it re- 
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1 have before quoted that sentence, wherein it is stated, that 
if dues are collected greater than are required for the specific 
purpose for which they were authorized, a fair claim for relief 
is afforded * and I would therefore ask your respectable Society, 
if this principle does not apply to the Cranage Rates, which 
ought not to exceed the cranekeeper's wages, repair of ' ma- 
chinery, and expence of collection. 

The principle isalike applicable to the Wharfage and Plank- 
age Rates. The sum expended in repair of our Wharfs has 
been trivial indeed ; and what has latterly been expended, a 
Merchant informs me, has been laid out since the commencement 
of these tetter: 

A Correspondent, with the signature of R. £. has directed 
my attention to another remark in the Report of this Commit- 
tee. — They observe, " the Patents" (by which some of these 
lights are held by private individuals) " presume, that what is 
imposed on the subject is necessary for the erection and main- 
tenance of the light by which he is dire ctly benefitted. The 
excess of it, beyond what is reasonable for these objects, might 
according to an opinion stated to have been delivered dy Lord 
Hardpicjce, draw into question the validity of the Patent itself. 
Looking then to the income {derived from the lights, as legiti- 
mately confined to, as well as measured by, the expenditure neces- 
sary for their erection and maintenance, your Commitee have 
considered in what degree relief may be justly afforded to the 
commercial interests, by the reduction of the existing charges 
upon shipping on this account." 

Let this Committee but review our case, and apply this prin- 
ciple to many of our Port Charges. What would then become 
of our Town Dues, our Mayor's Dues, and Mercator's Common 
Stock of your Society ? 

" The Flat Holmes, Smalls, Mumbles, and Burnham Lights, 
axe let on lease to individuals, wfco make large profis by them." 
And the Committee recommend the buying up of these Leases. 
Is not Bristol, almost more than any other port, interested in 
this recommendation ? But who has ever suggested to our Mer* 
chants and Tradesmen to petition the Trinity House to fulfil 
this desirable measure ? Is it thus, that the principal Mercantile 
Society in our city watches over and protects our interests, aud 
the trade and commerce of our port ? 
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I will not assort, because like the Common Council of the 
city, #4u pusiish no account, that you or they make large frpfits 
by leasing the Wharfage and Cranage Rates ; but when yve 
know, thai you make the Corporation an annual payment for 
your lease of these dues, and you again underlet^ tjjem Jto an 
individual* we must suppose* *hat all the profit does, not accrue 
to the under-tenant. 

And in speaking of the j publication pf accounts,. I .afln re- 
minded of a clause (VIII) in the Act of 47th Geo*. 3rd, rW&qh 
authorises Justices of the Peace, in Quartet Sessions, to alter 
the Wharfage and Cranage Rates, " when they shall be more 
than sufficient for the labour, risk, and expences attending the 
landing and shipping of goods, &c. upon good and sufficient proof 
being shewn." Now unless you publish your accounts, or the 
Common Council publish their's, how are your fellow-citizens 
to know, when good cause arises on which they can apply for 
relief? 

The Committee finally notices, " That there are still several 
subjects connected with the burdens upon trade, and of great 
importance to the Commerce of the country, under the consi- 
deration of the Committee ; amongst which, are the London 
Port Duties, and the regulations and rates of Pilotage, together 
with numerous Petitions presented from various quarters, all 
of which they have been obliged to postpone to be reviewed in 
a future Session, should it be the pleasure of the House to 
revive the Committee." 

There cannot be a doubt, says R. £. but the Committee will 
be revived ; and there can be as little doubt but that a well-* 
supported Petition sent up from hence, stating our heavy Port 
Charges, and respectfully praying for relief, would meet with 
due attention, and eventually lead to a proper investigation 
into the authority under which all our local imposts are col- 
lected, the amount levied, and the purposes for which they are 
disbursed. 

Lord Liverpool, than whom no Minister was ever more atten- 
tive to the trade and commerce of the nation, and who has not 
only expressed himself decidedly hostile to all unnecessary 
charges or hindrances laid upon them, but, as Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, has, as I before observed, at a public meet- 
ing of the Commissioners of Dover Harbour, set a noble exam- 
ple, by using his influence to induce them to lower their due* 
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one half; — said also in tne House of Lords last Session, 
•• Government will relax every restriction, if it possibly can, 
which retards the progress of commerce ; but it will expect that 
the Governors of Harbours, Towns, and Rivers will do 
the same $ look not to us only for help, Be equally ready to 
assist yourselves I" 

To your Society, therefore, Gentlemen, I would say, Pon- 
der these Hints, and Re wise ! ! 

To my Fellow-citizens, I would add, awake, arise, or be 

FOR EVER FALLEN. 

COSMO. 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SOCIETY OP MERCHANT VENTURERS. 

GeETLEMEH, 

I had hoped in this letter to have proceeded at once to a mere 
matter of figures, in which, by comparison, it is ray intention to 
show the oppression and partiality of the Wharfage and 
Cravagb Rates ; hut some important communications from my 
fellow*cittzens, who seem to have been roused by my observa- 
tions, arrest my attention ; and I am therefore induced first, to 
submit to your consideration the facts which they disclose ; pre* 
mising, thatlliave the real signature of every complainant, who 
is ready and willing to authenticate his information, if called 
upon to do so. 

A Merchant complains, that in consequence of notice from the 
Quay- Warden, that he could not be allowed at certain periods 
to land valuable cargoes of timber at the Corporation wharfs, he 
has, at an expence of £5000. and upwards, formed one of his own, 
and adapted apparatus on it to suit his own particular conve- 
nience. Yet this Gentleman is regularly called upon by the 
Collector of Town Dues for his Wharfage Duties, although he 
never troubles Quay-Warden or Water-Bailiff, or uses the Cor* 
poration wharfs or cranes. 

Is this demand, I would "humbly ask, in the purview of the 
Act of 47th Geo. 3d,— or is it possible, I would say, that such a 
demand could be substantiated before any Bristol, no, nor could 
it be before any British Jury ! ! 

This Merchant also is a Burgess of the Corporation, and of 
course exempt from the Town Dues ! I But he very -naturally 
enquires, whether in granting your Society a lease of the wharfs, 
the Comraon'Council could anthorize you to exempt whom you 
please from any privilege, that belongs to a freeman ? Amongst 
which, he conceives exemption from Wharfage Rates to be one s 
as originally they formed a part of those Town Dues levied by 
the Common Council as Conservators of the Port. As I said in 
my last, the 47th of Geo. 3d, alludes to no such exemption. 
How then could the Common Council barter away his rights ? 

Another Correspondent writes as follows :— 

" Th*45ociety of Merchants, 1 am informed, are Lessees under 
Ihe Corporation of all the Wharfs from Crane No. 1 to 19, in 



right of which they claim, and' I believe have usually been paid, 
what is called Wharfage, or a certain rate on all goods shipped 
foreign,' by persons not members of their body. 

M Since the floating our harbour, a great portion of the hea- 
vier goods have been shipped from bottom to bottom, theneby 
Avoiding the expence of landing and re-shipping, and conse- 
quently the nse of their wharfs. 

" I am now to relate a circumstance that occurred within my 
own knowledge, which at the time it happened, excited in my 
mind no small degree of surprise. 

"la the month <of April 1880, a vessel was chartered in London 
to proceed to this .port for a cargo of iron and other goods for 
a foreign markets the whole of which was transhipped. The 
house sent a person to transact the business, who on the demand 
lor Wharfage being made, requested to be informed the autho- 
rity for it. The answer being unsatisfactory, he peremptorily 
refused to pay it- Nor do I think any steps have been taken to 
enforce it. 

" The writer immediately remonstrated with some members of 
the Hall on the impropriety of their conduct, in thus suffering 
a stranger to brave their rights (if rights the; are) whilst at the 
aame time tuej continued to tax the citizens. It is true, that 
since that period the writer has never paid the rate under similar 
circumstances ; but he considers the principle which appears to 
have been acted on, vis. — taking money from those not objecting 
to pay, and suffering others to escape, as derogatory to a re- 
spectable body of merchants, and such conduct as no single indi- 
vidual of that body could countenance. This principle, bad as 
U is, descends even to the lowest of their connexions : for the 
Beater of the Cranes actually makes a demand for Cranage on 
goods transhipped, as before stated, although be has nothing 
whatever to do with it, and merely copies the amount from the 
Eutries at the Custom-house." 

The same writer, in a subsequent letter, supplies me also with 
the following case :«— 

" In my first communication %o you I stated a circumstance 
relative to the Society of Merchants. The following has re* 
cently occurred on the same subject :— 
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" These goods were brought down the Severn and landed at 
Redcliff Wharf, (a private one) and from thence shipped. Con- 
sidering this case to be analagous to the one I before named to 
you, I refused payment of the Wharfage. I have since had no* 
tice from the Collector that it will be enforced, and on reference 
to the Act 47 Geo. 3d, I find I am in error, and shall therefore 
pay it. 

44 What I wish to call your attention to is, that for this sum of 
£15. 15s. these goods might have been taken from Gloucester to 
Newport, and there shipped, by which means the vessel would 
have avoided the heavy Port Charges here/* 

Though this Gentleman appears to have submitted to the 
charge, I cannot help thinking that he has done it in his own 
wrong ; for imprimis, if I understand rightly the Act of 47th 
Geo. 3d, his goods were not in the first instance landed on 
what is called or meant to be a Corporation Wharf; which I 
should apprehend from the words in the preamble of the Act 
must mean only the Quays and Wharfs of which the Corporation 
were then seized ; for observe, in this preamble it is stated, it is 
for the consideration that " the Corporation are owners of and 
have erected certain Quays and Wharfs upon, &c." that they 
ground their pretension and request to the Legislature, that 
they would grant them the rates they pray for ! ! I say, there- 
fore, that the wharf on RedclHf Back being a private one, your 
Society, as lessees, cannot, in my humble opinion, support your 
claim for the Wharfage Dues. 

2ndly. The goods coming coastways must evidently be ex- 
empt; for this exemption is particularly made in the very first 
enacting clause of the Act. " Except goods brought coast- 
ways or by inland navigation," are the very words made "Use 
of. In section III. of the Act, directing the Collector of the 
King's Customs to suffer no ship to be entered outwards or 
cleared inwards, -which has not paid the duties specified, I grant 
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the exception is not repeated. But in the principal and leading 
enacting clause it does occur. — And lam satisfied, that the ques- 
tion only waits for the direction of a learned Judge, aye, of one 
only of common sense and discernment, aided by the verdict of 
a British Jury, to set this point at rest. But unfortunately for 
poor Bristol, not an individual has yet been found of sufficient 
independence and public spirit, at his own risk and on his own 
responsibility, to contest the claim with a public body. 

A third writer informs me, that until lately the Wharfage 
rate was invariably charged on all goods shipped from vessel to 
vessel, though they never came on the wharf. This charge, 
however, has in some instances been successfully resisted, and 
entries certified by the Collector of the Town Dues, where such 
duties have not been paid. But upon some mercantile firms, 
amongst which is that of the writer, redress has not been ob- 
tained. Surely this is a case which calls loudly for enquiry. 

The Cranage rate is also demanded upon goods thus tranship- 
ped from vessel to vessel ; the right to levy which, I apprehend, 
is grounded upon the very ambiguous interpretation of the 
word at, in the clause of the bill which enacts the rate. The 
whole act is indeed one of the most indefinite aid incorrect 
which I have ever perused, and leaves marks throughout of the 
haste with which it was drawn up and passed. In Section VI. 
(the marginal contents of which by the bye, describe it " for 
the better regulating Porters and Corn Measurers" though the 
body of the Section says not a word about either office,) the 
words enacting the rates are, " for all goods, &c. shipped, 
landed or weighed at." The next Sectiou, VII. (which in the 
margin speaks again of Porters and Corn Measurers, though the 
body says not a word concerning them) calls them "goods 
shipped on or from." And it is upon clauses so loosely worded 
as these, that the Crane rates are supported by your Society, 
in the levying of duties upon goods shipped from vessel to 
vessel, when they lie even three or four ships distant from the 
cranes ; and in which transhipment the Crane Officer refuses to 
perforin any part of the work ! ! I should observe, however, 
that it is only half of the rates fixed by the act that are de- 
manded ; but this surely was never contemplated by the Legis- 
lature. — A similar right is claimed by the Crane renters, at the 
Porters' Births, between Cranes No. 3 and 19, (the Merchants 
'Cranes.) Though it is clear the act in question confers no such 
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right. Indeed, till very recently, no goods (with few exceptions? 
were allowed to be landed or shipped at the back, or other 
parts of the Quay not included in the Crane Lease, unless the 
Master Porters appointed by the Corporation were employed; 
This imposition has been successfully resisted, though it has as 
frequently been attempted to be maintained and supported by 
threats of prosecution, and legal opinions taken on the subject. 
The rate is rather less than that for the Cranes as fixed by the 
47th Geo. 3rd; it being according to a scale agreed on by the 
Corporation at the close of the 17th century ; which was not 
meant to prohibit the merchant from employing whom he 
thought proper, but to fix the maximum of the rates when he 
employed a Porter appointed by the Corporation. 

And this, perhaps, will be the best opportunity which I shaft 
find to say a few words respecting these Master Porters, who 
hold their situations, or sinecures I should rather call them, 
under the Common Council ; several of them at this time re- 
siding in London, Wales, and other distant parts. The work of 
these Gentlemen is leased to others at half of the prescribed' 
rates, and even these men employ others under tbenr; so that 
for the labour of one; the commerce of the -port is taxed with 
the maintenance of three. Merchants, who have resisted the* 
employment of these porters, contract with men to-do the same 
work at one- third, and in some instances- at one-half less than 
the. authorised rate. And at these wages, a porter has been* 
known to earn 8s. per day, and at the Crane rate it is well 
ascertained, that in Custom House hours only, a Master Porter, 
if he did the work himself, could earn 20s. per. day. Is it not 
time that all onr merchants were apprized of this circumstance ? 

One word also on the rate allowed to the Corn Meter. He-is; 
entitled to Is. 8d. per 100 bushels for the measuring. of £$jjtiii. 
He appoints also Ms deputy, who measures at 6d per 100 bushels \ • 
and this man, If active and industrious, , can measure 1800* 
bushels per day, which at 6d. per 100, produces him 9s. and the 
Head Officer receives the remaining 21s. !! How strangely does 
this old and worthy officer mistake his own interests I He is an 
officer, I allow, of considerable trust and confidence, as it is 
only upon his certificate as a sworn measurer, that parties at a 
distance- will be satisfied of the correctness of measurement. 
But what takes place between importers and buyers in our ownv 
port ? They are satisfied with the measurement of a common* 



porter, who charges so much leas ; owing therefore to this oft* 
cer's continuing to exact is. 84. per 100 bushels, be lose%*he 
measurement of half the cargoes of grata that ace brpught rate 
the port ! ! 

I am unwilling, Gentlemen, to overload' my remark* with aw 
unnecessary detail of grievances, and I think, that ray fellow* 
citizens and yourselves must see that those* which I have akeady 
related, are sufficient to shew what are the grounds of com- 
plaint against the Wharfage and Cranage rate, &c. collected 
under this Act ; another word therefore upon the omnsstva* 
ansa of the rates would be superfluous, and I gladly escape to 
the consideration of the next branch of my subject, the »▲*•< 
tiality of the rates imposed ; I say gladly escape, for believe 
me, I think so highly of all the Members of your Society as 
individuals, that in your private station and characters, I would 
not have attempted to find, I am sure I could not have found, 
a word of reproach against you. But iu your Corporate capa- 
city, I conceive, I have ground of complaint ; and my duty to 
my fellow-citizens, and the support of the cause I have espoused, 
compel me to proceed. 

As to the partiality, or perhaps the better term would be **• 
equality* of the Cranage Rales, I briefly submit to your notice 
the following specimens. I could very much have enlarged it* 
if my present letter had not already assumed more length, thaw 
the Editor's columns can I fear allow me. 

Cordage is charged lOd. per ton. 

Yet in Cables, the same article is ... 2s. 6d. 
Shot, in casks or bags, one bag of which 

when shipped contains only 28lbs. pays 10d. 
Yet Paint, in kegs of 28lbs. each, is charged 

8d. per score kegs, which is .... 2s. 8d. 

Shipping Muscovado Sugar, a hhd. of which 

contains nearly a ton, is charged .... 4d. per hhd. 

But Salt and Saltpetre are charged 8d. per ton 

And Rock Salt, which is by far an heavier 

article, is charged iod. 

Raw Sugars, weighing 17 or 18 cwt. are 

charged... .-. fc . ;- 2d. per hhd 
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While Refined Sugars, which- have received 
all the skill and well-known advantages 
of Bristol Sugar Refiners; are charged 
on casks, not exceeding 9 or 10 ewt** 5d. per cask. 

I could enumerate twenty other articles of equal inequality, 
but I am sure I have quoted enough for my purpose. 

And I will conclude my letters to your Society, which have 
been drawn from me really with feelings of the greatest respect 
for you as individuals, as I have before said, with asking you 
the following questions : 

When the Act of 47th Geo. 3d. was obtained, the Wharfage, 
and Cranage Rates being in lease to your society; — what could 
have been the inducement to the Corporation to apply to Par* 
liament for an increase of these rates ?— Again. Tour Society 
at this period had leased the Cranage Rates to a third per- 
son. Let me ask you, in what way have the increased rates 
been accounted for by your Body ? — Have they gone towards 
the augmentation of your own Exchequer, or been shared 
equally between the Common Council and yourselves ? 

1 am, perhaps, as Shakspeare says, " a riddling merchant for 
the nonce"— and " venture madly on a desperate mart." But 
I am embarked in- a noble cause, and will stand " the hazard 
of the die *r 

Respectfully, farewell, 

COSMO. 



* It is a well known fact, that Bristol Refined Sugars are of more repute 
on the Continent than any other of English manufacture. A cargo arriving 
at Harabro' is immediately sent into the interior of Germany, &c without 
unpacking, owing to our superior mode of exportation, &c; and this, added 
to its better quality, always procures the commodity a ready market. But 
how would the consumption be increased, if our Town Dues and Wharfage 
.Dues, &c. were lessened ? 
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LETTER XVII. 
TO THE BRISTOL DOCK COMPANY. 

Gbvtlemev, 
I am rejoiced to escape from Mayor's Dues, Town Dues, 
Wharfage and Cranage Rates, &c. to refresh myself with the 
contemplation and discussion of a subject on which 1 can dilate 
with sentiments of pride and pleasure ; for though I shall haTe 
occasion to differ with your Board of Directors on several 
branches of their proceedings, and the erroneous policy which 
I think they are in many instances pursuing, yet upon the whole 
I can confidently assert, that your Body is justly entitled to the 
thanks and gratitude of my fellow citizens, for the improve- 
ments that you have effected in the harbour of Bristol, and 
which must ever continue a monument of your spirit, enter* 
prise and liberality ; a testimony also, that you are totally 
undeserving of the popular clamour, which at times is raisod 
against you 5 and that you are a Company much more " sinned 
against than sinning." I am not one of your Body ; my com- 
mendations therefore may, I trust, be considered as disinterested 
and impartial ; and as no publication, since the opening of your 
grand undertaking, has put upon record any continuous histo- 
rical detail of its origin, progress, and completion, I claim 
permission, as an humble admirer of the skill which was exerted 
in its formation, and of the measures in which you have 
persevered to bring it into its present state, to describe some of 
the difficulties with which you had to contend, and the advan- 
tages which our City now derives from your having surmounted 
them. In situation, there is no port in the kingdom that pos- 
sesses superior advantages to Bristol. Nature has been most 
bountiful in all that renders it the entrepdt of commerce and 
manufactures. Its ready inland communication with the flour* 
ishing manufacturing counties of Gloucester, Wilts, and Berks, 
as well as with Warwick, Stafford and Salop ; its contiguity 
also to the rich and fertile counties of Somerset and Devon, 
aided by its beautiful estuary of the Avon into the Severn, by 
which it can immediately command not only the line of the 
whole of South Wales, but unite itself in close intercourse 
with the Northern and Southern Coasts of Ireland ; its easy 
access likewise into the Great Atlantic, have at all times ren- 
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tared* Bitstol a City of first-rate importance ; and nothing 
was wanting to make its Port the most complete in the king- 
dom, but the Floating Harbour and Docks now completed; and 
which for their ready access and commodionsness are doubtlesr 
not exceeded by those of London or Liverpool. 

It was, I believe, in the year 1765, that the celebrated Mr. 
Smbatoic first proposed to the Citizens of Bristol, a Plan for 
walling or. banking up the River Frome at its junction with the 
Avon; to make a canal 100 feet wide,, and drop the tail of it 
into the Avon at the bottom of Canons 1 Marsh, through a 
basin capable of containing eight ships, with sea and land gates. 
The canal to afford births also- for 84 ships ; and to be widened 
if more room was thought necessary. This plan was soon* 
abandoned from its insufficiency to accommodate the then trade 
of the port, and from its offering no remedy for the inconveni- 
ence sustained by the shipping at neap tides. The estimate of 
expence was £t5,000 exclusive of compensation for lands, and 
damages to Bridewell Mill and Toms's Dock. 

In 1767, a second Plan was proposed by a Mr. Champion, to 
dam up the Avon at Redcliff in various ways, the expence of 
which* he estimated at from £30 to £37,000. A Mr. Milne also 
proposed a similar scheme estimated at from £55 to £65,000. 
There were various objections to these plans, such as the coun- 
ter current below the dam, the injury that might be appre-s 
hended at the breaking up of a frost, and the uncertainty of 
ships- being able to get out and in. 

In 1791, a third Plan was projected in the public prints, by 
the* Rev- Mr. MiiToir, then residing amongst us, somewhat 
indeed approaching to that which has been adopted, but from 
the crude*tate in which it was brought forward, unaccompanied 
with any estimate of the expence, it soon fell to the ground. 

Another Plan was submitted to the Citizens in 1800, bj which 
it was proposed, 

1st. To cut a new course for the River Avon ; 
Sndly. To form an entrance basin and canal in Rownham 
Meads, to cover six acres of ground ? 

3rdly. To make a dam and road across the Avon near the 
Redcliff, to keep up the water in that River ; 

4thly. To make an earth dam across the Avon at Canons* 
Marsh i 

5thry. To construct a floating dock and quays in Canons* 
Marsh to cover nine acres ; 
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Otbly. To erect double gates at the entrance into the new 
docks at Canons* Marsh % 

7th!j. To mal*e an over-fell dam, and build a bridge across 
the mouth of the Frome ; and 

8thly. To form an auxiliary lock for vessels passing through. 
The part of the Avon, for keeping vessels afloat, it was calcu- 
lated would cover about 33 acres; the river Frome about six. 
The expence was estimated at from £550 to. £ 400,000; the 
iaterest to be defrayed by a tonnage on vessels and a rate of 6d. 
in the pound upon bouses. 

This Plau met with very general approbation, but was ulti- 
mately superseded by that which is now carried into effect, with 
the addition of a bridge at the end of Prince's Street. The 
original estimate for this scheme was £300,000. the interest, 
&c. to be defrayed by a tonnage on shipping ; a rate on goods 
imported ; ad. in the pound on houses; a tonnage on the canal 
and feeders ; and annual licences on craft. But by sundry 
alterations in the plan, unexpected indemnifications, extravagant 
valuations of land and premises, unforeseen and unmerited 
opposition in Parliament, &e. the ultimate cost of the work 
was increased to £630,000. the additional interest of which 
was to be provided for by an increased rate on goods. 

By the Plan at last adopted, all the objections to those pre* 
ceding it were obviated. An harbour has been formed sufficient 
for the accommodation of double the trade of our port; and 
vessels are enabled to enter or leave it at any tide in the year* 
wind and weather permitting. The freshes in the Avon are 
passed over the dams, with such part of the water as is not 
requisite to pass through the float ; whilst in dry seasons all the 
water in the Avon may be brought into the float through the 
feeder. In winter the ice does not form any obstructions ; an 
that, which is brought up the Avon by the tide, is stopped at 
the dam at Rownham ; and that within the float sight an easily 
broken. (This I must incidentally remark was not sufficiently 
attended to during the frost, which has occured far the last 
hree weeks.) The market boats and trows can now reach their 

rths nearly as early as before the float was constructed \ nod 

ssels of larger burthen, instead of being as formerly obliged 

neap tides, and for three or four days before or after, to lie 

liscriminately in the mud at the risk of upsetting or breaking. 

ir backs, and receiving other great damage, are now con- 
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sfcantly afloat. Ships of every description ate aho brought 
nearer upon a level with the snore to land their merchandize » 
and trows can make three voyages, where originally they made 
out two. 

The Act of Parliament for the carrying into effect this ex* 
tensive improvement and accommodation was introduced witfc. 
the concurrence and approbation of the City Corporation and the 
Merchant* 1 Society, and obtained the Royal Assent in the yeas 
1802. £350,000. was the Capital to be subscribed, with liberty 
to borrow 50,000. more. By an Act of 40th Geo. 3d (1806) 
your Company was a second time before Parliament, and by 
this Act the power and provisions of the trst Aet were extended,, 
and you were authorized to encrease your shares j£35. per cent. 
In 1807, your Company it seems was under the necessity of 
again applying to Parliament, to enable them to encrease their 
Capital ; and it was at this period that they met with much of 
that opposition, and other untoward circumstances, which so 
materially and unexpectedly tended to add to their expenditure. 
There is, I believe, no doubt that the first application to Par- 
liament was accelerated by the approval of the scheme by the 
City Corporation and the Merchants' Society, aided also by an 
engagement from the former that the interest of the £50,000. 
which it was proposed to borrow, should be guaranteed by the 
E$tute$ of the Corporation, which engagement the Corpora- 
tion refused to pulfil ! ! The first Bill, which was this year, 
(1807) introduced, was to' authorize your Company to raise a 
further sum of £124,000. but when it was in Committee before 
the House of Commons, it was stopped by a dissolution of Parlia- 
ment. Upon the re-assembling of the new Parliament, the Bill 
was again introduced, and it being the opinion of some very 
experienced Members that the House would discountenance any 
opposition if attempted, till the Bill had reached the Committee, 
where it rested when the late Parliament was dissolved, the 
Directors of your Company were restrained by respect from 
troubling the Members, as they presumed unnecessarily. Ail 
opposition altogether unexpected, did, however, take place* 
was entertained by the House ; and this Bill was consequently 
lost. In the latter part of the same year, 1807, another Bill 
was brought forward, the Corporation having assented to the 
arrangement then proposed by your Company ; but a few of the 
Merchants and Traders still continued to oppose the measure. 
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This Bill was however eventually carried; after considerable 
expence had been incurred, and by it a sum not exceeding* 
£180,000. was authorised to be raised on promissory notes* 
of your Company. And you were empowered to levy addi- 
tional rates on the tonnage of vessels coming coastways, and 
also to increase the rate on foreign merchandise. 

By an Act of the next Session 49th George 3rd, you were 
authorised to raise £100,000; more for the completion of the 
works, by loan, or promissory notes. And this sum, as well 
as the former £180,000. both principal and interest, are to 
have the preference in payment to the original Proprietors 
shares of £135. each. These sums were raised by calls upon the 
proprietors of stock, or shares in the undertaking, amount- 
ing to £121. 8s. 94d. each. This i» I believe a short history 
of your Parliamentary proceedings, except as relates to a Bill 
passed during last Sessions 3rd Geo. 4th, to- alter, amend and' 
explain the former Acts, and especially to consolidate your 
promissory notes into one gross sum of £121. 8s. 9 id. each; 
and to remedy some inconvenience and prejudice, which had 
arisen to the holders of original shares, by the creation an<£ 
calling in of these promissory notes. 

COSMO* 
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LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE BRISTOL DOCK COMPANY. 

'Gentlemen, 

Hating endeavoured in my last letter to trace the origin, 
progress, and completion of your works, I shall commence the 
present one with a few additional notices of the improvements, 
and the advantages, which the Harbour and City of Bristol and 
its Shipping now derive from the plan which you ultimately 
adopted. The inconveniences and detriments to our vessels 
and trade, which previously existed, are now almost forgotten ; 
and many amongst us, I am convinced, so much '« doth Use 
breed habit in a man," do not recollect, that our Floating 
Harbour is not the uatural bed of our river, but the work of 
human skill and enterprise. 

By the completion of the Docks in their present form, the 
Wharfs, Warehouses and property on the Quays, have all 
been preserved, the absolute ruin or considerable deterioration 
of which must have ensued, had the trade been removed, and 
bonded warehouses erected in Canons' Marsh ; — a project at one 
time seriously thought of. 

An inland navigation is now established through the feeder 
with the Kennet aud Avon Canal at every hour in the day, in- 
stead, as formerly, during only three or four days at the spring 
tides. 

That part of the Avon also beyond the Bridge in Prince's- 
street would have been excluded from the advantages, which it 
now enjoys from the float, &c. though the inhabitants on its 
banks would have been obliged to contribute to the rate of 6d. 
in the pound, originally contemplated, and now reduced to 
four-pence. 

The damage by land floods is also remedied, and the owners 
of property on the Quays, and of dwelling-houses in Milk- 
street, Broadmead, and other low parts of the city, are relieved 
from the great inconvenience to which they were almost annual* 
Jy subjected. 

The risk from fire is likewise considerably lessened. Previous- 
ly to floating the harbour, shipping could not be removed at 
jieap tides, ebb, or half flood ; consequently not only all the 
.craft in the harbour was in danger, but there was the apprehen- 
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sum also of fire communicating lo oar warehouses and dwell togs. 

Such are the advantages, which the inhabitants at large derive 
from the completion of your undertaking, and for which a rate 
of 4d. in the pound is levied upon land and houses, amounting 
to j?2,400. per year. By no means, I conceive, an exorbitant 
assessment, for the equivalent advantages received. 

The following, in addition to those I alluded to in my last 
letter, are the increased benefits which Ships, entering our 
harbour, derive:— 

Greater dispatch and convenience in loading and discharging 
their cargoes — perfect safety at their moorings in dock, far 
superior either to the accommodation afforded at London, or 
Liverpool, as was fully proved during the gales of the present 
winter, when the shipping in the harbour of the latter port re- 
ceived incalculable damage. By vessels also lyiug in the basin 
till a fair wind occurs — the wear and tear of anchors and cables 
which before took place, when they remained in Kingroad fre- 
quently for weeks together, are materially lessened; and no 
risk is now incurred of their being driven from their anchorage ; 
vessels can also be coppered and repaired without going into 
dock every voyage, seldom previously at a less expence than 
£60. Pilotage, boatage and towing are also much diminished, 
and under proper regulations might yet be considerably cur- 
tailed. 

Let all these advantages be considered and added together, 
and it must be allowed that the tonnage rates granted to your 
Company are neither exorbitant nor exacted without receiving 
the quid pro quo.— It is my intention to subjoin a schedule of 
the comparative rates of tonnage on shipping between this port 
and Liverpool ; your rates on many vessels certainly exceed the 
latter, but I am convinced that it is the opinion of every im- 
partial judge who has compared the convenience enjoyed by the 
respective ports, that the ship-owner in this port is fully com- 
pensated by the additional benefit,, which he receives. I shall 
subjoin also a comparative schedule of rates upon goods between 
your Company and that of Liverpool, many of which you 
ought undoubtedly to assimilate more nearly to the latter, not 
altogether as an encouragement to the foreigner to ship to 
Bristol, though that would be no small advantage, but for the 
purpose also of increasing your own revenues ; for on the sub- 
jectof the comparative advantages between high and low duties, 
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I think your Board of Directors seem to be as ignorant -^ 
advance that your Company would derive from lowering your 
rates, as the Common Council of the City are, in keeping up 
the town dues at their present exorbitant and impolitic scale of 
charges. Of such deep importance do I consider this branch of 
my subject to all communities and bodies of men in whom are 
vested the imposition of taxes; and that they should be ac- 
quainted with this very simple axiom in political economy, that 
low rates produce large profits, that I shall humbly take leave 
to address a letter on this particular subject to yourselves, as 
well as to our two other Corporate Bodies ; for sorry am I to 
say, that on this head ignorance or prejudice appears at present 
to have got the upper hand in your Councils, and I am con 
vinced that the pockets of the pubKc, as well as your own 
revenues, are materially injured thereby. 

As the first table which I mean to subjoin will, I am sure, 
occupy all, if not more of the room which my friend the Editor 
of Felix Farley can spare, I shall conclude my present address 
to you with saying, that having thus endeavoured to shew the 
advantages which the public have gained by the completion of 
your docks, you must not deem me either a captious enemy, 
or even an opponent to your Company, if I boldly tell you 
some unvarnished tales which you have,! know, heard through 
private channels {and for this reason, perhaps, they have been 
unattended to) ; but the Press will now be heard — the Press 
has at last gained the ear of the Public % and unwelcome truths 
can be plainly and courageously spoken. 

Without disrespect, therefore, to the respectable Gentlemen 
who compose your Board of Directors, and without fear of 
your displeasure, I shall continue to tread in the path of public 
duty which I have chalked out for my conduct, mod frankly 
impart to you the complautfs of your fellow-citizens, their 
sentiments, and feeling towards your Company— 

" Who cover faults, at last shame them derides." 

COSMO. 
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THE RATES ON SHIPPING 

Jire clotted differently in the two Ports at under: 



Africa 
Hondunu 



South America «~ 

United States 
Bast and West Indict *. 
All Port* within the Straights of 



FIBST CLASS. 

«. dm Li ve rpool. $. if. 

(Par Too) 8 .„ (PerTon) t 

-. 3 ... ... 2 



Gibraltar 
Southern Whale Fisheries 



British Colonier 

Portugal 

Prussia 



3 
3 



SECOND CLASS. 



Spain without the Streigbts 



and West Indies 



THIRD CLASS. 



France without the Straights 

Germany ... 

Guernsey 

Holland 

Jersey and Guernsey -• 

Norway ••• 

Poland and Zealand ... 



A CWithin the Cattegat 
fcEsst of North Cape 



Cardiff; Newport, with one- 
third Coal, &c 75 Tons... 

Above 75 ditto 

If not laden with one-third 

Coals, Ac. under 40 Tons 

75 ditto 

Above 75ditto,and under 100 

Above 100 



Between the Mull of Gallo- 
way and South of David's 
6 Head 

Between Mull of Galloway 
East and West of Ireland 
and Cape Clear 

Further 



t 

3 



£ 

1 

1 4 

1 4 

1 4 

1 4 



3 



N. B. To the Liverpool Rates must be added Lights from Liverpool to St* 
David's Head or Carlisle ... ... ... fd. per Ton. 

From Liverpool to any part of Great Britain or Ireland Id. 
. All other ve ss el s from any other part of the worfcU. fd. 



Digits 



zed by G00gle 



87 

LETTER XIX. 

TO THE BRISTOL DOCK COMPANY. 

Gbntlbmbk, 

In writing or conversing upon all commercial subjects, it is 
of the highest importance to the ascertainment of truth, and 
the detection of error, to demonstrate, if possible, the position 
in dispute by reference to arithmetic, or the science of num- 
bers. This may, perhaps, form a dry, and to my general . 
readers, an uninteresting subject for my present letter ; but as, 
it is to yourselves, as a body of mercantile Gentlemen, that it 
is addressed, and it is necessary towards the accomplishment of 
the object which I have in view, that the long table which 
follows should meet the public eye, I make no further apology 
for the necessity!, I foresee, of deferring till my next, the 
comments that will arise from the following comparative rates 
on goods between the Bristol Dock Com pant and that of 
Livbrfooi* 



RATES ON GOODS 

Payable under different Acts of Parliament to the Bristol 
Dock Company " for all Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, 
and Commodities whatever imported from parts beyond 
the seas, but not brought by inland navigation into the 
said Port of Bristol (except Corn, Flour, Rice, and other 
articles of provision) and also for all Goods, Wares, Mer- 
chandizes, and Commodities brought Coastwise into the 
said Port, of foreign growth or importation, but not 
of British growth or manufacture, except from Cardiff, 
Newport, and other Port$ to the Eastward of the Holmes ; 
and except Corn, Flour, Rice, and other. articles of pro- 
vision; and alto except Foreign Goods brought Coastwise, 
which shall not be discharged for Sale at the Quays, but pass 
or go to the Both River Navigation, or Kennet and Avon 
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LETTER XX. 
TO THE BRISTOL DOCK COMPANY. 

GlVTLBKSlf, 

If the objects: of my public addresses to your Body were 
either to attack individually those who have the management 
of your concerns for not performing their duties exactly to the 
satisfaction of their fellow-citizens, or to instal myself into 
the office of public inquisitor, and in that character attempt to 
remove several alledged grievances which have been communi- 
cated to me as existing in your Board of Directors, and for 
which redress has been sought for in vain, I am sure I could 
substantiate many. " The oppressor's scorn, the proud man's 
contumely"— : 

" And all the thousand aches 
« Which patient merit of the tmwertby takes ;" 

These, and similar wrongs, frequently real, and probably often 
imaginary, are not enrolled' in the •catalogue of abuses which I 
am seeking to remedy. The business which I have in hand is 
of higher interest ; ft is to procure that real and beneficial re- 
duction in all those rates which retard the prosperity of the 
trade of Bristol, and which, if effected, would render all 
other complaints comparatively of tricing importance. My 
present letter, therefore, will be confined to subjects concern- 
ing the general conduct of your Company's affairs, and the 
manner in which your administration of them affects the com- 
merce of our port. The difference which exists between the 
rates of your Company and' those of the Liverpool Dock 
Company, as shewn in the table published in my last letter, 
are first deserving of notice. I ought, however, in candour to 
state, and I am sorry I omitted it, that the Liverpool Company 
have a table of rates for goods entered outward* as well as 
inwards ; a rate which your Company is not allowed ; but these 
rates do not very materially affect the point of discussion upon 
which I am writing* viz* the reduction of your rates generally 
to those of Liverpool. The table fe as follows :— 
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DOCKAGE RATES 

To be paid on all Goods, Wares and Merchandize, exported 
from the Port of Liybrpool to Foreign Countries and 
and British Colonies, Plantations or Settlements. 



ARTICLES. 



Beef or Pork, tierce 
barrel 
half-barrel 
British Manufactures, viz. 
Cotton, trunk, chest, case 
or bale .. 

Linen, ditto 

Calicoes, ditto 



RATES. 

s.d. 
.. 1* 
.. 1 

o<4 



5 
5 
5 



Woollens, truss and box 2 
Silks, &c ditto ... ^ 

Hats, box 1* 

Hardware, viz.— . 

Casks, cases & boxes, ea. 3 

1 

1 

0} 

8 



Kegs 

Casks of Nails 

Bundles 

Iron by weight, ton ... 
Earthenware, via.— 

Crate or hhd. each 

Half-crates, each 
Soap and Candles, box ... 

Glass, box 

half-box 

Butter, firkin or package 



3 





l 

00} 

00} 



3 



ARTICLES. RATES. 

*• d. 

Coals, chaldron or chalder 4 

Coffee, ton 8 

Salt, ton of 40 bushels ... 4 
Ditto Rock,' ton of 40 bush. 3 

Spirits, pipe 6 

puncheon ... 4 

hhd. or less pkge. 2 

Sugar, ton o 8 

Tobacco, ton 8 

Tin and Boxes, each ... 0} 
Wine, tun of 252 gallons 8 
Miscellaneous Articles that have 
not been imparted from Foreign 
Ports or Places, 
Hogshead, each ... 5 

Puncheon, each • ... 4 

Tierce, each 3 

Barrel, each 1} 

Casks not otherwise describ- 
ed, each 4 

Kegs, each 1} 

Hampers and Bags, each. I 

Crates, each 3 

Halt-Crate, each. ... 1} 



Conversing' a few months since with one of your Directors r 
on the reduction of your rates, I was much surprised to hear 
him assert, that you had not power to reduce, if you were in- 
clined to do so. I thought it a strange anomaly in an Act of 
Parliament, creating burthens upon commercial transactions ; 
and upon looking into the first bill which your Company ob- 
tained, the 43rd Geo. 3rd, there certainly is no authority to 
allow you to alter or reduce your rates. But I am sure the 
intelligent Clerks of your Company are not, nor should I think 
your Board of Directors can, be ignorant of the following 
clause in the Act of the 46th Geo. 3rd, sect. 41. 

*' And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
to and for the Directors of the said Dock Company, by and 
with the consent and approbation of the Justices of the Peace 
.in and for the city of Bristol and county of the same city, in 
, Sessions assembled, to be testified by an Order of the said 
Sessions* to lessen any or either of the said Rates and Duties pay. 
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able for or chargeable on any Article or Articles imported into 
the said Port of Bristol, and again to alter and increase the 
Rate or Rates on such Article or Articles ; so nevertheless that 
the same shall not in any case exceed the Rate or Rates on 
such respective Articles, hereby or by the said recited Acts 
inade payable." 

This, Gentlemen, roust set this point at rest. I will, there- 
fore, proceed with my reasons for urging you to adopt so be- 
neficial a measure. And in very few words I can state the 
truism, which. I shall propose to you, viz. that it is skim* 

moVItS AVD LOW AATSS WHICH CREATE A GREAT TRADE Alfl> 

2.AE6B revenue. My proofs are these : — Does not the mer- 
chant or wholesale tradesman realize a larger fortune with 5 or 
10 per cent, profit per ann. than the retail and country shop- 
keeper with 40 or 60 per cent, t So it would be if your rates 
were lowered. The trade of Our port would doubtless be in- 
creased, aye, doubled, or even quadrupled. Take example 
also from the Kennet and Avon Canal Company, of the Com- 
mittee of which, I believe, several of your Directors are also 
members. Ton cannot he ignorant of the faet, that it has- 
been by a reduction in tonnage, in some cases of less than half 
the sum allowed to be taken by Act of Parliament, that a large 
portion of the revenue of this Company is now raised. 'While 
they acted as you are now acting, in many articles, which they 
could conveniently carry on their canal, they had no trade at 
all, and consequently no tonnage duty. And were they, like 
your Company, to take the whole rate which the Act allows to 
exact to the uttermost farthing, a large portion of this revenue 
would doubtless be lost. Can there be a stronger proof of the 
advantage of reduced rates? Take also another example:— £ 
have a letter before me from the port of Bridlington, in York- 
shire. The Commissioners of tins Harbour, by reducing their 
rates from Isv to 4d. per ton, have nearly doubled their revenue I L 
I will not apply to you the fable of the Boy, the Goose, ami 
the Egg ; it is .so trite, it must occur to every one. If I were 
asked the reason for the present injadiciouo-selfisb policy which 
governs your Board, I need only refer to the solution of this 
riddle for its explanation v but as>I have said before, I hope to 
treat of this subject more at large in a distinct letter. I wilL, 
therefore, advert to another topic of complaint, which must, 
at this moment be fresh in your recollection, and whick equally 
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calls for reformation t I allude 1 to the attempts yon tare made 
to exact tonnage on vessel* driven b y distress into fte limits of 
the port of Bristol , eve* though they never entered your float- 
ing harbour ! I should think yon would not again attempt to 
enforce this claim, especially with- the following opinion of 
Mr* Wallace staring you in the face : 

" It was his duty now to do justice to one of the most 
respectable Corporations of England, for the promptitude with 
which they had acted upon the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee for lowering their harbour dues. In consequence of 
these reductions, by Which fdreign vessels were put on the 
satne footing as British vessels, many of the former had taken 
refuge in the harbours of Great Britain* ; and if during the 
late severe weather, one single ship had thefeby beta saved 
from wreck, or one single individual preserved from perishing, 
and no other benefit had lesfulted from their labours* he should 
consider that the Committee had been usefully employed."** 
Speech en moving for the Menewol of ike Oaten?*** 0+ Foreign 
■Trade. 

I should also trust, yon would take example from the Dock t 
Company of Liverpool, which does not as your Company does, 
exact tonnage from vessels which do not enter its Docks, but 
which merely call for orders, are seeking a market, or % do not 
break bulk. 

The following correspondence has this week passed between 
your Company and a respectable mercantile house in this 
*ity. 

(Copy) « Bristol, Feb. 84, 18*3. 

" To the Director* of tie Bristol Hock Company. 

"Gentleman, 

" We beg to state the arrival at Pitt of the Schooner — 

Capt. — from St. Michael, with a cargo of Fruit, put into 

this port for order* $ and as said vessel has not usee* the Docks 
nor Floating Harbour, nor discharged any part of her cargo* 
■and is about to proceed with the same on board to another port 
npt in the Bristol Channel, we request, in conformity to the 
usage latterly adopted with vessels driven into this port under 
*tre%s of weather, that you will be pleased to issue your irame- 
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diate directions, tint this vessel may be permitted to dear and 
leave this port, without any claim for Dock dues being enforced. 
" Anticipating the favour of your compliaace 9 

" We are respectfully, Genlemen, 

" Your most obedient Servants, 



Reply, (Copy) 
" Bristol,— St. 
" At a Board of Directors of the Bristol Dock Company, 
held at their Office in. Broad Street, on Monday, the 
84th day of February, 1823, 

" A Letter from Messrs. * * • * asking to be discharged 
from the Dock duty of the Schooner — arrived at Pill 
from St. Michael, for orders, and not discharged, was read. 
Ordered— -that they be informed, that the Dock duty has been 
invariably collected from vessels arriving for orders although 
not discharged i and that it is only under very peculiar circum- 
stances that the duties have been remitted, even if driven into 
the port by stress of weather. 

(Signed) " HALL & OSBORNE, 
M Clerks." 



I am not competent to decide upon the clause in the Act 
upon which you claim such a tonnage. I will only say, thai I 
think it an overstrained construction, and that your demand ill 
accords with the liberal system of commerce which has recently 
obtained from the Commons House of Parliament and the 
country at large, such strong marks of approbation. Such a 
construction could not have been contemplated by the Legisla- 
ture/ I do not think your Company itself contemplated it, 
when the Act was passed ; or in the usual verbose style of all legal 
instruments, to the words " vessels trading," the term upon which 
you rest your right, would certainly have been added, " or i»- 
tending to trade j" at any rate, it is a fit ca$efor a Jury to decide 
upon. 

I have heard of some very rigorous cases also of your com- 
pelling foreign vessels to take out a 40s. license to use their 
"boats, whilst the vessels were merely trading in our harbour* 
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This too, surely, was never contemplated, when your Act was 
first applied for) and I fear as you have exacted the charge 
you will in future plead precedent for its law. It is against 
such conduct, that we are warned by a celebrated writer, whose 
opinions I. have before quoted. " One precedent," says he, 
44 creates another, they soon accumulate, and constitute law. 
What yesterday was fact, to-day is doctrine. Examples are 
supposed to justify the most dangerous measures, and when 
they do not suit exactly, the defect is supplied by analogy/' It 
is by some such doctrines as these, I am afraid, that several of 
your measures are guided. 

Having thus performed my promise to speak the truth boldly, 
I will proceed as impartially to state my opinion upon another 
important topic, in which my fellow-citizens and your Com* 
pany are at issue. I allude to the state of our habour at dif- 
ferent periods of the year, when its putrid exhalations infect 
the whole city, and I have seen, as Shakspeare says, 
" Corruption boil and bubble 
" Till it run o'er the stew." 

But, I find, I am exceeding the limits of Felix Farley, and 
as I have a few more observations to make, I will sum up my 
remarks upon your Company in one other letter. 

COSMO. 
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LETTER XXI. 

TO THE BRISTOL DOCK COMPANY, 

GlNTXKNKW, 

Dispassionately to consider the principal Subject of my 
present letter, viz. to whose province it belongs to remedy jot 
remove the intolerable nuisance arising from the state of our 
Floating Harbour during the summer months, 1 shall find it 
necessary briefly to recapitulate, and to refer to some circum- 
stances relative to the origin of your Company, and the situa- 
tion in which the Harbour of Bristol stood previous to the 
commencement of your Works. There is no doubt that our 
Mayor and Common Council for the time being, were and are 
ia their corporate capacity, the Conservators of the Port of 
Bristol, and as such bound to keep the harbour in repair, to 
remove all impediments and nuisances, and, to the utmost of 
their power, promote the convenience, and increase the accom- 
dation for the trade and commerce of the city ; and in this 
capacity the Corporation have taken every care of their rights 
and interests; for they are specially reserved and excepted in 
every and all of the Acts of Parliament, which your Company 
have at various times found it expedient to obtain. And unless 
the Corporation can shew, that your Company have infringed 
upon, or exceeded the limits and privileges granted by them tor 
you, to enable you to carry into effect the object proposed, I 
* maintain that the removal of the nuisance caused by the Float, 
rests with the City Corporation, and not with your Company-) 
I know that I am combating a popular error ; and that the 
generality of my Fellow-citizens suppose, that the onus rests 
with you. I boldly say — No. You are only bound to cleanse 
the harbour from the accumulation of sediment and mud, 
which may obstruct the safety of vessels using the Docks, and 
anchoring therein ; and that it is the City Corporation that are 
bound to remedy all other defects and inconveniences which 
have arisen in eonsequnence of their permission to you to make 
the Floating Harbour. For from whence does this nuisance arise ? 
From that part of the river Frome above the Float, of which 
the Corporation are the Conservators, and from manufactories, 
slaughter-houses, &c. which pour into it their filth and rubbish, 
and over which River your Company has no jurisdiction. In 
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a few word*— the nuisance is brought from the Corporation 
boundaries into yours, and I fearlessly avow, that it is only 
from the spirited and patriotic exertions of some individual r 
or united body of my Fellow-citizens, that tbd nuisance ap- 
pears ever likely to be removed. Your Body might effect it, 
were it differently formed ; but of whom does your Board of 
Directors consist — how is it constituted — from whom are thej 
chosen ? One-third of it consists of shareholders of your 
Company, one-third of the members of the municipal Corpor- 
ation, and another third of individuals of the Merchants* Soci- 
ety ; of which third it might happen, that even they might be 
members also of the municipal Corporation. So that if your 
Body were inclined to contest the point with the municipal 
Corporation, you must gain the consent of perhaps two-thirds 
of the members of this Corporation to oppose themselves.— 
What a strange anomalous Body and Concern is yours ! Were 
you not thus cramped and paralized, you never could for such 
a length of time, I think, have borne up'against the reiterated 
attacks of the Press, and the opprobrium so often cast on your 
Company by your Fellow-citizens. The attempt must be made 
by some spirited individuals, who some day or another may 
submit the question at issue to a British Jury, whose verdict 
could not be doubtful, if they were made acquainted with the 
case of the King against the Queen-Street Brewery, which will 
be found particularly in point. 

Let me ask also, now I am upon the subject, to whom will 
the Floating Harbour revert, when the increased trade of the 
Port may enable you to redeem your capital, and to whom 
then, will all the advantages, which you have projected, belong i 
—To the Corporation.— This is the simple state of the case.— 
That your Company committed errors in the outset, submitted 
to mistaken and extravagant contracts, were profuse in your 
expenditure, and prodigal in the execution of the trust reposed 
in you, are not now the questions in debate. What I have ab- 
lated, seemed a necessary preliminary to what follows, and; 
therefore I clain% indulgence for the statement ; and I revert 
again to the position of the Mayor and Common Council being 
Conservators of the Harbour, when you obtained their con- 
sent and concurrence to apply for the Bill by which you com- 
menced your Works. Has any thing since dispossessed the 
Corporation of their duty and trust? No, far from it; the 
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Corporation have guarded their rights through all your BilFs 
with the most rigid scrupulosity; and looking back to this 
period of time, to the sacrifice which so many of your fellow- 
citizens made to obtain the co-operation of the Corporation, 
and to secure to them those rights, it is really wonderful, that 
any body of private individuals could be found so patriotic and 
persevering, as to surmount the obstacles which were continu- 
ally thrown in their way, to succumb to the granting of the 
advantages exacted from them, and at last to carry into complete 
effect the noble project which they had undertaken, and with a 
prospect before them of so trivial and incompetent a remuner- 
ation. It is now about twenty years since your original shares 
of £100. each were subscribed, and for which to this hour you 
have never received one sixpence interest ;* and I think it was 
£250,000. which you had expended, without the prospect of 
even finishing your works, before you applied for your second 
Act, authorising you to increase the shares to £1 35. And it was 
at this period that you met with so much unmerited opposition, 
and the breach of promise to advance you £50,000. by the Cor- 
poration ; it was then you found yourselves compelled to sub- 
mit to the unheard of and unparalleled terms of compromise 
forced upon you ; unprecedented, I believe, in any similar 
undertaking in the kingdom. For be it known, which I think 
it is not so generally as it ought to be, that the profits of your 
concern, limited, at any time however prosperous, to £8. per 
Cent, interest ; subjected also to your being obliged to deduct 
from your profits a sinking fund of £500. per annum ; after 
being bound to this restriction and burthen, should the specu- 
lation turn out as prosperous, as I trust it one day will do, and 
should the sinking fund and the profits beyond £8. per Cent 
ever enable you to pay the shareholders, principal and interest, 
the whole benefit of the project is not an heir loom to your 
successors and their children after them, but it reverts to the 
Corporation of the City ! ! Your Company has, in fact, ex* 

* I am enabled by the communication of a friend, to correct in this place 
an unintentional error. The following Interest having I find, been paid at 
the respective periods mentioned below, upon the original Shares, viz. 

4 ^ Cent, from 50th April 1805 to 30th April 1808. 

6 V* Cent, from 30th April 1806 to 30th April 1807. 

' 4 ^ Cent, from 30th April 1807 to 30th April 1808. 

2£^ Cent, from 30th April 1808 to 30th April 1810; 

And ISs. 6d. ?* Share to April 1811. 4 
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pended upwards of £600,000. in the improvement of the Har- 
bour, for which you have hitherto received barely £3. per Cent, 
interest, and for which you never can receive more than £8. 

Thus I have, I trust, impartially stated the case, and so far 
as the performance of that branch of the duty, which devolve 8 
upon your Company, of cleansing the Float, has been fulfilled > 
I must be allowed to congratulate you upon the conduct and 
care effectually to perform it, which have been evinced by your 
newly-appointed Dock Master, Mr. Martin Hilhouse. Indeed, 
-from the indefatigable attention he has hitherto shewn to your . 
affairs, I anticipate the greatest satisfaction and thanks of the 
shipping interest of our port. In conclusion ; — I unhesitatingly 
stated to you, I think, in m^ last letter, a few convincing 
arguments on the subject of reducing your rates, and the bene- 
fits that would in future eventually accrue thereby. Let me, ' 
however, guard my recommendation by stating, that it is not 
your Company alone on which I call for reduction ; nor can I, 
nor do I expect, that such a revision of Rates as I hope shortly 
to see take place in our port, can originate, or be carried into 
effect by you, unless you receive the support of our other two 
Corporations, to whom other Port Charges are paid. The 
revision, to be radical and good, must be liberal and enlarged. 
And I do sincerely hope that the day is not far distant, when 
the subject will seriously engage the attention of your own 
Body, the City Corporation, and the Merchants 1 Society. A 
long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether, may eventually 
revive our trade, and wilt, I am sure, as certainly increase all 
your revenues. 

COSMO. 
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LETTER XXII. 

ON THE OFFICES AND FEES OF THE WATEB 
BAILIFF AND QUAY WARDEN. 

Sib, TO THE EDITOR. 

I am truly happy to be nearly approaching the end of my 
labours. Nothing, but the very flattering attention paid by my 
fellow-citizens to the series of Letters whkh for some months 
past has occupied so much of your columns* could have in- 
duced me to have extended them to their present length. It 
were impossible, walking in the midst of my readers, as I do 
every day, unknown amongst them, not to have been able to 
collect the public opinion upon ray writings, and it were 
equally as impossible to be insensible to the favourable impres- 
sion which I find they have made, or to the spirit of enquiry 
into abuses which they have act on foot. Should the Chaubs* . 
of Commerce, which has been projected during their publica- 
tion, be properly supported, as there is every appearance that 
it will be, I shall then begin to think that my labours have not 
been in vain; for I am thoroughly convinced, |that our high 
Port rates and Corporation abuses must remain, unless some 
•countervailing Public Body, similar to this, is established, by 
wchich a revision can be effected. It is a iegitikatb remedy— 
it will, I am confident, be found an efficacious one. Already 
I have reason to know, that the Mayor and Common Council 
have paid attention to my suggestions. Having truth for their 
basis, I was confident they could not long remain unattended 
to ; and nothing will give me more sincere pleasure at the close 
of my lucubrations, than to return my humble thanks to this 
Body, even for their beginning to shew, that it is the public 
weal, and not their own individual gratification, which they 
have at heart. But I am anticipating the subject of a future 
letter — that of the present one will refer to the execution of 
the duties of the Water Bailiff and Quay Warden ; duties 
certainly of minor importance to many which have before 
occupied my attention, but still they are frequently of such a 
vexatious and oppressive nature, that they demand serious con- 
sideration. And in the first place I beg leave to state, that at pre- 
sent I conceive thejurinUction of one of these officers is not yet 
defined so accurately as it ought to be: I allude to the Quay 
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Warden. Hie Water Bailiff's authority and extent of office 
are; perhaps, undisputed ; but still his fees are well worthy of 
revisal, as I shall have occasion hereafter to state* Permit me, 
therefore, to trace the origin and progress, to the present period* 
of both these offices. 

The first mention I find of the office of Water Bailiff, is in 
the important Charter of 15th Henry 7th 9 1499, in which the 
AJayor and Commonalty are constituted Water Bailiffs, with 
power .to appoint a Deputy. The wages and fees are defined to 
be the same as originally pertained to the office * and for which 
privileges four marks per ann» are to be paid to the King's 
Exchequer. 

In an Act passed in the 1 lth and 12th William 3rd, 1701, the 
Corporation are made Conservators of the rivers Avon apd 
tfrome from Hanham Mills to Kingroad, with power to appoint 
officers for the preservation of the rivers and their rights upon 
them. . 

In 1750 was the first appointment of a Quay Warden. 

By the Act of lath Geo. 3rd, 1776, which was obtained " fo$ 
removing the danger pf fire amongst the ships in the port of 
Bristol, and for regulating the Quay, &c." certain parts of the 
. parish of Clifton, in the county of Gloucester, and parcel of 
Rownhatn Meads, were made part and parcel of the city of 
Bristol, and subjected to the same jurisdiction, privilege, 
tyc. as the city % and by this Act the Quay Warden is directed 
to regultfemd examine yearly all Lighters, Boats and Vessels 
carrying Goods fox hire within the port, for which he is 
to receive a fee of 5s* ; and fid. for each annual review and 
examination. 

In the year 1788, by an Act of 28th George 3rd, the parts of 
the rivers Avon and Frome lying within the City and Liberty of 
Bristol were placed under the direction of a Quay Warden and 
Water Bailiff, with power to direct the mooring and unmooring 
of ships, for which certain fees were to be paid, a table of which 
1 am enabled to subjoin. These fees are thus defined. " The 
Key Warden's Fees are payable on vessels entering the Quays 
of Bristol and St. Augustine's Back, and the New Quay in the 
parish of Clifton, in the saidjcity ; and the Water Bailiff's on 
Vessels lying at the Back of Bristol, Redcliff Backs, and the 
Banks of the river Avon within tbefsaid city/ 1 
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The next and only other Act of Parliament which has alia* 
sion to or defines the jurisdiction of these officers, is an Act 
obtained by the Dock Company in 1803, 43rd Geo. 3rd, from 
which I make the following extract :— 

" Be it therefore enacted, that from and immediately after 
passing of this Act, all that part of the said river Avon from 
Tower Harratz aforesaid to Hanham Mills aforesaid, from high 
water mark to the bottom of the said part of the said river, and 
all the present and intended courses of the said river, and all 
such of the said intended canals, basins, wharfs, dams, docks, 
towing paths, and other works, and also such part of the lands 
between the old and intended course of the river Avon as shall 
be situate in part of the present counties of Somerset and' 
Gloucester respectively ; and all the grounds on the sides of such 
of the said intended canal, wharfs, dams, docks, towing-paths, 
and other works, for the space of five yards in breadth, and alt 
other docks, and works upon the banks of or near the said river 
Xvon, on both sides of the said river in part of the present' 
counties of Gloucester and Somerset respectively, from Bristol 
Bridge aforesaid to Kingroad or Avon Road, for the like space 
of five yards in breadth from the high water mark ; and all the 
road, both foot-way and carriage-way, in part of the said parish 
of Clifton in the said county of Gloucester, home to the houses 
and walls and other boundaries of the said road on both sides 
thereof, from a certain place called Lime Kiln Dock to a certain 
ferry called Rownham Passage, shall be to all intents and pur- 
poses (except as hereinafter mentioned) taken and accepted as 
member, part, and parcel of the aforesaid city of Bristol, and 
within the jurisdiction, power, and authority of the Mayor, 
Burgesses, and Commonalty of the said city of Bristol, and of 
the Mayor, Sheriffs." 

Such will, I believe, be found to be a correct account of the 
origin and nature of these officers, and of the boundaries over 
which they extend. 

There are at present, I understand, and frequently have been, ' 
disputes between the City Corporation and individuals, owners 
of private wharfs, respecting the limits to which the jurisdiction 
of the Quay Warden does extend. If the above quotations he 
correct, I think they are clearly defined ; and in settling any 
future differences, my fellow citizens may be glad to make use 
of the information I have collected ; for it seems clear that up 
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to the passing of the 1 Dock Act in the 43d Geo. 3d; the Quay 
Warden was only entitled to the fees fixed by the 88th of Geo. 
3rd, and payable for vessels coming to Quays at Bristol, the 
Quays at St. Augustine's Back, and the new Quay at the Hot- 
wells, and at no other place in the then city or jurisdiction of 
Bristol. The three places above enumerated were all the pub- 
lic wharfs at that time within the city and liberties ; so that the 
Quay Warden was not then entitled to fees at any private wharf, 
nor had he any jurisdiction at any private wharf or dock, un- 
less vessels lying there impeded the general navigation of the 
river; nor any right to interfere with vessels passing the 
Quays whose destination was the Back or Water Bailiff's dis- 
trict. The 43rd Geo. 3rd, leaves the city within its then exist- 
ing boundaries just as it found it, with respect to the Quay 
Warden's fees, and Water Bailiff's fees and jurisdiction ; but 
extends those fees, and that jurisdiction, in a much greater de- 
gree over the new Docks, &c. &c. intended to be made by that 
Act; and over that of the City lying bet weea the old boundaries 
and the boundaries so extended by that Act. 

As regards both the Quay Warden and Water Bailiff, I 
would make one general remark, and in which, I am sure, I am 
borne out by my fellow-citizens,viz. that the remuneration or fees 
allowed, amount in the aggregate, to much more than the du- 
ties performed will warrant, and a reduction should be made by 
the Corporation, whose officers they are. The second fee, ex- 
acted for shifting a vessel from its first birth, should certainly be 
given up. And the Can of Corn which the Water Bailiff re- 
ceives from every cargo of Corn in Bulk, large or small (Corn 
in sacks to whatever quantity, being exempt), is a most unjust, 
inequitable, and partial taxation. It has happened that a canal 
boat coming down the Avon from Wiltshire or Berkshire, with 
100 or 150 sacks of Corn, has found sufficient room in the 
end of the boat to stow about 20 bushels of Peas or Beans, 
loose or in bulk, as it is termed ; out of these 20 bushels 
the Water Bailiff takes his Can, containing full half a bushel, 
whilst the rest of the grain in the boat, if 200 sacks, he cannot 
touch. This is surely a heavy tax upon the owners of so small 
a quantity, which often belongs to a small farmer, who can 
least afford to spare it. The same rule also prevails with vessels 
coming Coastwise or from Foreign parts. If the vessel has 100 
quarters of Corn on board, and it is in bulk, the Water Bailiff 
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takes his can only ; and if the vessel should have a small bulk in , 
the stern sheets, of perhaps only 20 bushels, he exacts the same 
quantity. — All these are matters requiring revision, and are 
abuses which were never contemplated in the origin of settling 
the fees of office. It is calculated that the Fees of these offices 
produce in taxes upon the Commerce of the Port, upwards of 
d£500 per ann. each ! ! Why not appropriate part of the 
Anchorage and Moorage Rates to these purposes ? 

It was my intention to have said a few words respecting the 
Quay Warden's charge upon the Steam Packets that frequent 
our port, and from which such immense advantages are expected 
to be derived. But as I am already informed the subject of the 
Quay Warden's fee, as well as of the Mayor's dues upon these 
vessels is under the consideration of the Corporation, and con- 
siderable relief is likely to be granted, I shall, for the present, 
say nothing on this subject, but offer my congratulation to my 
fellow-citizens upon the dawn I now perceive of more liberal 
conduct, and a better system of affairs in our Public Bodies. 

COSMO. 
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LETTER XXIII. 
TOTHEEDITOR. 

Sir, 

I think, I have before stated, that in the arithmetic of the 
Customs, two and two do not always make/tor, but sometimes 
only one / I shall first endeavour to elucidate this truism in 
political economy from the taxation of the nation at large, and 
then apply its principles to our local taxation. In doing which, 
I shall attempt to prove, that as in the taxation of the State, 
high duties, by diminishing the consumption of the taxed com* 
modities, frequently afford a smaller revenue to Government 
than what might be drawn from more moderate rates; or, where 
in another case the diminution of revenue is the effect of the 
diminution of consumption, there can be but one remedy, and 
that is the lowering of the impost % so it indisputably and inva- 
riably operates in commerce, where high rates always cripple 
trade, and in many instances have been known to annihilate it 
altogether. This, so far as regards the port of Bristol, I will 
incontestably shew to be the fact. 

But to the proof of my first position ; — a reduction of duties 
laid on commodities in extensive demand, and whose natural 
cost is not very considerable, must be always followed by a very 
great increase of consumption ; for such a reduction not only 
enables those who were previously great consumers to consume 
a .greater quantity, but it brings the articles within the reach of 
a new and more numerous class of customers. A more striking 
illustration cannot be adduced than by a reference to the case 
of Cotton Goods. In 1760, at the accession of the late King, 
their price, owing to the expence and difficulty of manufactur- 
ing them, was extremely high ; they were only worn by the 
higher classes of society, and the value of the manufactured 
articles annually brought to market did not exceed £200,000, 
But thanks to the genius and invention of Hargreaves, of Ark- 
wright, and of Watt, the price of cotton goods has been so 
sunk so as to bring them within the reach of the poorest indi- 
viduals, and yet such has been the vast increase of demand, that 
notwithstanding this reduction of price, the value of the cottons 
annually manufactured in Great Britain, and either disposed of 
at home or sent abroad, now amounts, according to the very 
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lowest estimate, to the amazing sum of Forty Milliont I 1 And it 
is as obvious, that if the same reduction in the price of cottons, 
which has been brought about by the improvement of machinery, 
had been effected by an equivalent reduction of taxation, precisely 
the same effects would have followed. The demand would have 
equally increased, and would have far more than compensated 
for the diminution of the duties. But it is not necessary, in 
order to establish the superior productiveness of moderate tax- 
ation, to resort to arguments drawn from general principles, or 
from analogy. The history of taxation, both in this and other 
countries, furnishes numerous direct, conclusive, and well 
authenticated proofs of the same principle. I have room only 
for a few. 

Previously to 1745, the excise duty of 4s. a pound on tea 
yielded, at an average, about .£150,000. a year; which, had 
there been no smuggling or adulteration, would have shown 
that the consumption was equal to about 750,300 lbs. But it 
was well known that smuggling was then carried on to a*very 
great height, and that the consumption of tea was much greater 
than the apparent consumption. To put a stop to this clandes- 
tine importation, a bill was introduced into Parliament in 1745, 
in pursuance of the recommendation of a Committee of the 
House of Commons, and passed into a law, by which the excise 
duty of 4s. was reduced to Is. and 25 per cent, ad valorem. 
This measure was signally successful. In 1746, the year imme- 
diately subsequent to the reduction, the sales of tea for home 
consumption amounted to above two millions of pounds 
weight, and the revenue was increased to .£243,309 ! In 1748 
the duties were again increased, and fluctuated between that 
epoch and 1784, from 64 to 119 per cent, ad valorem. The 
effects, which followed this inordinate extension of the duties, 
are equally instructive with those which follow their reduction. 
The revenue was not increased in any thing like a corresponding 
proportion ; and as the use of tea had now become general, 
smuggling was carried on to an infinitely greater extent than at 
any former period. At length, in 1784, ministers, after having 
in vain tried every other resource for the suppression of smug- 
gling, resolved to follow the precedent of 1745, and reduced 
the duty on tea from 119 to 11$ per cent. This measure was as 
successful as the former. Smuggling, and the practice of adul- 
teration were immediately put an end to. A similar reduction 
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at the present moment would no doubt be attended with similar 
effects.* 

Again in 1787 Mr. Pitt reduced the duty on wine and spirits 
50 V cent, and the revenue was, notwithstanding, considerably 
augmented! Perhaps, however, the progress of the duties on 
coffee illustrates this principle in a still more striking manner. 
In 1805, they were raised a third, and that year their produce 
fell off an eighth instead of increasing a third ; in 1816 they had 
increased only a sixteenth; so that the consumption had 
diminished about a fourth. But it was at length found, that 
the tax had been over done, and it was lowered from 2s. to 7d. 
the cwt. Mark the immediate effect of this step. The average 
annual produce of the highest duty for the year previous to 
1808, when it was lowered, was £166,000. and the average 
annual produce of the reduced duty for the next three years 
was ,£195,000 1 A proof that the consumption had been increased 
in a quadruple proportion. 

The history of other countries abounds with equally conclu- 
sive examples of the superior productiveness of moderate duties. 
In 1773, M. Turgot deducted a half from the customs and other 
duties chargeable on the fish sold in the Paris market ; but not- 
withstanding the reduction, the amount of the duties collected 
was not diminished. Ustariz also gives a variety of instructive 
details respecting the disastrous effects, which the levying of 
certain high taxes has had on the industry of the Spaniards, 
and of the advantage which has resulted from the repeal and 
reduction of others. 

But the superior productiveness of low duties on articles in 
general request may be equally shewn, from the eonsequeneet of 
the attempts to increase them beyond their limits. The history of 
the Sugar Duties is in this respect, extremely important. In 
the three years from 1803 to 1806, the former duties were 
increased about 50 V cent. Now the average produce of the 
duties for the three years before that rise was £2,778,000. The 
produce of 1804, after they had been raised 20 V cent, was not 
£3,333,000. as it ought to have been, had the consumption remain- 
ed the same, but only £2,537,000. being £241,000 less than the 
produce of the low duty $ and the average produce of 1806 and 

• If I could have found room, I would hire brought down the fallacious 
system and applied it in many instances to the taxation of the present day, 
by some most striking arithmetical calculations. 
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180?, after the whole 60 V cent, was added was only .£3,133,000. 
instead of £4,167,000. which it should have been had therebeen 
no falling off since 1604. Thus both consumption and revenue 
declined, in consequence of the increase of duty in 1804. The 
duties on Glass have been doubled since 1800, but the produce 
of the duty has not sensibly increased ! The duties on Lbathbb, 
after being stationary for nearly a century, were doubled in 1813. 
In 1812 the low duties produced £394,000 ; but instead of being 
doubled, or of producing £788,000. when the tax was doubled, 
the annual revenue has scarcely ever since exceeded half a 
million, and has frequently fallen short of that sum ; notwith- 
standing the vast increase in our population, and that of the 
manufactories in which the article is used. 

I could go on to shew in almost innumerable instances, the 
regular and constant ill effects of this impolitic mode of taxa- 
tion, could I find room in the columns of this Journal. In the 
article of Foreign Wines, on which the duties have been tripled 
since 1792, I could shew from the Reports in Parliament, an 
average annual diminution of the consumption for the five years 
subsequent to 1815, as compared with the five preceding years, 
of 7462 tons annually ; and from the same documents it will 
appear, that the revenue of course, instead of being augmented, 
has sustained a. diminution of £126,841. a year by the increase 
of duty ! In Tobacco, and in Salt, taxation has been equally 
fallacious. But I am sure I have given examples enough.* 

I will now exhibit a few striking instances to substantiate 
what are the consequences of continuing to uphold a system of 
local taxation in Bristol, equally pernicious to commerce, 
blasting to industry, and unproductive to the exchequers of our 
respective Corporate Bodies. Take for instance the export of 
Woollen Goods from this city, seated in the very heart of the 
Clothing Manufactories of Gloucestershire and Somersetshire. 
What is the amount of Woollen Goods that have been exported 
for the last year ? To compare the statement with Liverpool, 
with Hull, with Whitehaven, even with almost any little fishing 
town, (and sorry am I to say, there are many such rising up 
within 50 miles of us) is indeed a mortifying subject. But to 
induce our local authorities to think for themselves, to awake 

• To the elucidation of these principles, and the data upon which they are 
grounded, I acknowledge myself indebted to Anderson, Macpherson 
tolquboun, and several numbers of the Edinburgh Review. * 
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from the apathy which has so long entranced them, truths, 
however unpleasant, must be spoken. When Liverpool is 
yearly exporting her tens of thousands of yards of Woollen 
Goods, we are exporting our hundreds, and all owing to our 
Town Dues and Mayor's Dues, and our heavy local taxation. 
Read, fellow-citizens, the following mortifying result of the 
last year's examination of our Custom-House documents : 

WOOLLENS Exported from Bristol in the Tear ending 
5th Jan, 1823. 



Serges & Stuffs ... 5,408 pieces 

filankettincr ......12,878 yards 

uperfine Cloth... 1,492 pieces 
Second & Inferior 

Cloth 419J pieces 

Kerseymere 624 pieces 

Shawls 4 

Flannel 3,094 yards 



Baize 4,614 pieces 

Caps 2,188 dozen . 

Velveteens 40 yards 

Carpetting 3,172 yards 

Hosiery 4& cwt. 

Hose 12 dozen 

Bombazetts 200 yards 

Bombazeens 247 yards 



And what think you, Mr. Editor, is the amount of Teas 
exported for the last twelve months from the port of Bristol ?— . 
Liverpool has exported to Ireland, at least, 5000 chests and 
half chests of 80 to 100 lbs. weight each $ Bristol, within 40 
hours sail of the Capital of the Sister Kingdom, has exported 
during the year 1822, — Oh ! tell it not in Gath, publish it not 
in the streets ofv Askalon — she has exported only 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY FOUR POUNDS WEIGHT ! ! ! 

I am constrained to give publicity to such mortifying facts ; for 
I have gained my information from official Records. Is it 
credible, Brother Citizens ; — and have you Rulers and Directors 
amongst you, who are commercial men ; men, who pretend to 
a knowledge of and the direction of mercantile affairs, and yet 
are passive spectators of such scenes as these ! ! 

What is become, too, of our Timber trade; and to what 
Ports is it floating from us ? Enquire at Gloucester and Chep- 
stow, where we are the laughing stocks of every petty rival 
tradesman and mechanic. 

In the Iron trade, also, the little town of Newport, in 
Monmouthshire, is fast rising upon our ruins. 

I have hitherto alluded chiefly to our Export trade. Extracts 
from our Custom-House Books and our Presentment Lists 
would shew equally mortifying results, were I to publish them, 
relative to our Import commerce. Our high duties on Cotton, 
on Silks, on Skins, on Rice, on Indigo, on Cochineal and on 
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Quicksilver, have, I am afraid, as Pope says, " damn'd us 1 to 
everlasting fame." — Iudeed, I have not heart, I have not room 
for comment. 

But in conclusion of this letter, I must ask once more, even 
with the enormous sura, that is still drained from our industry 
and little commercial enterprize, what improvements has our 
city gained — what advantages do my fellow-citizens derive from 
the sums thus collected from our present local taxation ? Have 
we even protection from the rapine and plunder of our shipping 
and Merchandize ? Are our streets widened and improved ? Are 
we ornamenting our city by any new and more convenient 
Courts of Judicature? Is there a Tavern or Hotel in the town 
fit for the reception of a Nobleman's retinue ? No, — not even 
for a Member of Parliament and his family coming by a steam 
packet to attend his legislatorial duties ! Are new and more 
extensive Markets built for the convenience of those, who would 
gladly frequent them? To this question, I ought to reply, 
perhaps, in the affirmative. But it must have this qualification 
•—that instead of diminishing rents, and thereby rendering pro- 
visions cheaper to the city; I must state the fact, that they 
continue most shamefully high, and in place of affording relief 
to the community, I am afraid the policy of late years has been 
only to increase the revenue of the Body Corporate. Is this the 
case at Liverpool ? The profits which that Corporation derive 
from their Town dues (and they have been quadrupled of late by 
their diminution, paradoxical as it may seem, I am prepared to 
prove it) are laid out for the public good. Last year a market- 
place was built by that Corporation, which covers full two 
statute acres of ground ; the cost of which was nearly £40,000. 
And the Corporation in letting it, are satisfied with merely a 
low remunerating interest, and a small surplus for casual repairs. 
Is this the policy of our Corporation ? I have already stated the 
amount of the recent outfit, and the rent of standings in our 
Corn Exchange; I must now add, that every Butcher's Shamble 
in our Exchange Market is let at 4s. and 4s. 6d. for two day 
occupation ; that the women, who retail our vegetables and fruit, 
pay, some of them, more rent for their standings than they do for 
the land on which they raise their articles of consumption. And 
for what? That indeed, I cannot tell, for we have no accounts 

MADB PUBLIC ! ! 

Are you aware, Fellow-citizens, of the aggregate local bur- 
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thens and imposts of our City ? I think you have never seen them 
before collected under one general head. Read and reflect; 
they are as under. As far as I have been able I have extracted 
them from published accounts, and where such do not exist, if 
I am mistaken, I have used the best information that I could 
obtain. They amount to £84,000. per annum ! ! ! 

Amount of LOCAL TAXES for the Year ending July 1822. 

Dock Dues 

Pitching, Paving and Lighting, (less than the 
Year's expenditure £2,650. 16*. Ad.) .., 

Gaol Tax , 

Mayor's Dues ... 

Quay Warden and Water Bailiff ... about 
* Town Dues ... ... ... about 

Wharfage, Cranage, &c. ... ... about 

Rent of Exchange, Markets, &c ... at least 

Poors Rates 



• This sum, I bad reason to believe, when this Letter was first printed, 
amounted to ^7,000 per ann. I am now assured it did not produce, last year. 
£5000. 



£. 

. 22,574 

t 

. 9,208 
6,8H 

. 1,724 
1,000 
5,000 
5,000 

It 10.000 


1 3 

1 8 
1 3 







a£61,117 

. 23,000 


4 2 



£84,117 


4 2 


COSMO. 



-„- --EHgifeecHDy- 



X^QQg^i*^ 



us 

LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

Sib, 

Nkzt to the troth of my assertions, hitherto uncontradicted 
and even undisputed, I attribute much of the attention that I 
have reason to know has been paid to my humble endeavour to 
raise the torpid energies of my Fellow-citizens to a proper sense 
of the wrongs, which for so many years have oppressed them, to 
my having written under a fictitious signature. My reasons for 
doing so, I will explain, when t publish this second series of my 
letters, and I will then without hesitation or fear make known 
my name. Suffice it at present to say, that I am, perhaps, what 
some will call, in modern language and in political principles* 
an Ultra Tory. But I am prepared to shew, that I have sacri- 
ficed ho Tory principle, have compromised no party feeling in 
the attempt I have made to bring about a Reformation in our 
Corporate Bodies. It is a singular feature in the present state of 
the public mind, and is an anomaly of peculiar import In the 
advanced stage of the approach to perfection of the English 
Constitution, that if a Tory talks of reform, revision, or the 
rectifying of abuses, he is immediately vilified with the name 
of an apostate ; and for his patriotism and public spirit, he is 
frequently designated, not only by his Whig opponents, but by 
his own friends, as a political Turncoat. — Be it so.— In the 
reformation of the abuses which I am seeking to obtain, I have 
the sanction of the present Administration, and the example of 
a Ministry, which more than any other that has existed for years 
past, may be called the disciples of our celebrated Tory Minis- 
ter, the immortal Mr. Pitt. In vindication of my conduct, 
therefore, I claim the privilege, in this my concluding address, 
to explain in a very few sentences what is my political creed. I 
have hitherto most studiously avoided politics ; but in my justi- 
fication, and preparatory to the disclosure of my name, I con- 
sider it, for many reasons, absolutely necessary. And with all hum- 
ble deferenceto the great characters to which I have alluded, I beg 
leave to state, what I conceive to be their Tory principles as to 
any necessary Reformation in our State, or in any of the most 
highly prized and venerable Establishments of our Country, 
such as our Public Charities, Schools, Corporations, &c. &c 
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Principles upon which I believe them to be now conscientiously, 
publicly, and patriotically acting, and which must be the senti- 
ments of every Briton, who would uphold and support the much 
envied and incomparable Constitution of his country, And I 
maintain, that the most fervent attachment to our laws and 
institutions is perfectly compatible with the most painful sense 
of their defects. Our constitutional history consists of an 
unbroken series of complaints and concessions. Our ancestors 
were always yearning after amelioration and improvement. 
Grievances may have been frequently exaggerated, — grace too 
long withheld ; (I am quoting, I acknowledge, the words of an 
eminent Whig writer, but I challenge the most inveterate Tory 
to deny the truth of the assertions or to disprove the principles); 
—no period, I say, can be discovered in times past, in which 
Kings, Lords and Commons united in assuming, that the laws 
and constitution had acquired such a degree of abstract excel* 
lence as to forbid all reform. A free Government should not 
crouch before the people ; but if an "unyielding spirit of oppo- 
sition should renounce all communion with public opinion, then 
the hour of distress and danger will have arrived % and woo 
betide us if we refuse to listen to the wisdom of our ancestors. 
They were homely and practical men; and obeying the simple 
dictates of common sense, they never shrunk from the duty ob* 
amendment. The best institutions turn into curses, if allowed 
to degenerate from their pristine nature. The laws and customs, 
which afforded security to the father, become noxious to the 
son. The level of the ocean changes ; shoals and rocks are 
found where once the vessel of the state rode safe at anchor ; 
and unless a new harbour is deepened for her reception, the 
pilots will quail and tremble at the howling of the wind, and 
find no refuge from the storm. 

Qjiamvis Pontics pinus, 

Syltrae filia nobilis, 

Jactes et genus, et nomen inutile ; 

Nilpictis, timidus narita puppibus, 

Fidit. Tu, nisi ▼entis 

Debes ludibrium, eave! 

Such are, I maintain, the principles of real Toryism— and such 
are the principles upon which a reformation in the State, when- 
ever it may require it, may equally be justified, as at this period, 
1 unhesitatingly declare, it may be in many of our antiquated, 1 
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self-elected and close Corporations. Such too are the principles 
which have stimulated me to the publication of these letters, 
and such are the sentiments upon which my future consistency 
and public character must stand or fall. 

On the mode of relieving our city from the heavy Port 
Charges, vexatious customs, and the vast pressure of impedi- 
ments under which she is labouring, I would beg leave to say a 
few words. — After a long, deliberate, and serious attention to 
the subject, I must avow, that I can see but one clear straight- 
forward and efficacious remedy, that can be applied to the diffi- 
culties which surround us. It may call for some sacrifice from 
our Corporate Bodies ; but when I can shew, that it is only a 
sacrifice of pride, of an unwillingness to acknowledge errors, 
and a backwardness to redress grievances, because they have 
long existed, and may eventually diminish a little brief authority 
and official grandeur, I cannot think, but that good sense must 
ultimately prevail, that the scales will be evenly balanced, that 
the public good will be considered, and relief granted. As I 
have said before, I wish to abate not one iota from the dignity 
of magistracy, to strip it not of one ensign of authority, or 
deprive it of any of its insignia of office. Let every civic dis- 
. tinction remain; but let them be upheld, not at the expence of 
our Commercial welfare, and to the extinction of our industry 
and trade. I will not go into a recapitulation of the galling 
description I have been compelled to give of our self-elect- 
ed Corporate Bodies—of disputed, chartered, or prescrip- 
tive rights — the weak points of the citadel have already been 
sufficiently exposed. Let us try, if conciliation and reciprocity 
of feeling cannot be brought about, so that the wrongs which 
oppress and weigh us down may be amicably redressed and 
removed. And I would with due submission, and in the sincere 
spirit of respect and deference to all our constituted authorities, 
propose that Deputations from the Municipal Corporation, 
from the Merchants 9 Society, from the Dock Company, and 
from our newly constituted Chamber of Commerce, should 
meet together, and agree upon those rates, which would be 
most beneficial to each separate, and to the general interest ; 
and co-operate in a mutual application to Parliament for an 
Act to carry the measures into effect. The rates might, I am 
convinced, be so arranged, that eventually, and in no very long 
space of time, instead of a reduction of income in each Society, 



Digits 



zed by G00gle 



115 

a considerable increase would ensue. Heart-burnings, com- 
plaints, and jealousies would then be healed and forgotten; and 
Bristol might perhaps expect to see her commerce revive, her 
immense natural advantages properly estimated and improved, 
and her citizens assume their proper rank and station in the 
mercantile world. Peace would then reign within her walls, 
and plenteousness within her habitations. A city divided within 
itself, we are assured, can never prosper. 

It has been no small gratification to me, during the progress 
through the press of these letters, to witness the formation of 
two most important Institutions in our city. I allude to the 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Philosophical and Literary 
Institution in Park-street. It is a singular coincidence also, 
that they should each of them have been brought into operation, 
and their officers and directors chosen, in the same week in 
which I have brought my labours to a close ; of the advantages 
of Commerce and Literature flourishing together and assisting 
each other, I offered a few remarks in my first letter. Indeed 
the whole series has gradually grown out of the subject, which 
there suggested itself to my mind, and which forced into reflec- 
tion a comparison between Bristol and other large cities. Little 
did I expect to see my wishes so speedily and so nearly accom- 
plished. Sincerely do I hope that each Society will prosper ; 
and realize the vision of one of my old friends and school- 
fellows, in the following fine apostrophe to Freedom, which I 
heard him recite in the Theatre at Oxford. 

" But now reviv'd, she boasts a purer cause, 
Refin'd by science, form'd by generous laws ; 
High bangs ber helmet in the banner'd hall, 
Nor sounds her clarion, but at honour's call; 
Now walks the land with olive chaplets crown'd, 
Exalting worth, and beaming safety round; 
With secret joy and conscious pride admires 
The patriot spirit which herself inspires ; 
Sees barren wastes with unknown fruitage bloom; 
Sees labour bending patient o'er the loom ; 
Sees science rove through academic bowers, 
And peopled cities lift their spiry towers ; 
Trade swells ber sails, wherever ocean rolls, 
Glows at the line, and freezes at the poles." 

Richards'* Aboriginal Britons, 
April 4, 1883. COSMO. 
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LETTER XXV. 

COSMO TO HIS FELLOW-CITIZENS. 

Hating published, through the column* .of Felix FarU# y the 
series pf Letters in which your interests have formed so promt* 
nent a subject; and. having no other object in view than the 
promotion of those interests, and the welfare of a City, which 
for the last eighteen years has kindly fostered and patronized 
the above-named publication, I have, upon mature reflection, 
preferred thus addressing myself to you in my real character, 
to the disclosure of my name and my reasons for its long con- 
cealment, in the second series now about to be printed in a 
collected form. I see many reasons for the propriety of this 
conduct. 

There are few occasions, I think, which can justify anonymous 
writing. Custom, certainly, has long reconciled us to it in the 
Editorship of the periodical and diurnal Press. It may here, 
indeed, be said to have become legitimate ; and without the 
editorial pronoun We, it is not too presumptuous to say, that 
the political affairs of this mighty Nation would be but as a 
dead letter to the ear of many an Englishman ; nay, there are 
some, I think, who would even complain, that our laws were 
not administered with due decorum and justice, if this self-im- 
portant little word were excluded from our Newspaper nomen- 
clature ; if discussion were not carried on, and opinions given 
under its important dictum. In this capacity the undersigned 
has long had the honour of being engaged in your service ; has 
pronounced many a political axiom, and promulgated many an 
historical fact, which has " frighted the isle from its propriety." 
Upon the Editor of a Provincial Newspaper a fearful responsi- 
bility has, of late years, been imposed ; particularly, if he 
he has dared to think for himself, and has had courage to avow 
his sentiments and reflections. In the management of the Me- 
tropolitan Press it is otherwise. There the name of the Editor 
is rarely known ; but in the country it cannot long be concealed. 
The Provincial Press is therefore generally conducted upon 
much more honourable and consistent principles ; for upon the 
identity of the Editor, it has been well remarked, is founded 
responsibility ; and he, who may be in a few hours,, and is every 
day challenged by his acquaintance upon the propriety or 
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impropriety of his opinions; and having also a station and 
character to preserve in the city where he resides, is careful 
at least not to give personal offence, or grossly to depart from 
truth. It is because men of talent, of manly deportment, 
and of gentlemanly manners ; that those, who know how to . 
confine discussion within the hounds of decorum ; that men, 
who, when they write, speak their own opinions, and can, 
and dare defend them, yet shrink from the publicity of a. 
newspaper ; it is because the Press is not in such hands, • 
but in those of hireling writers, selling words by the line, 
or sentence, that this mighty engine has of late years beea so 
much abused. I will risk the censure or ridicule of some of 
my readers, for venturing to indulge in a few egotistical 
remarks. I settled in your city in 1805, a perfect stranger. 
I purchased the copy-right of Felix Farley, and embarked, 
in its publication, because the general tenor of its political 
principles was consonant with my own. I also espoused the 
interests of a Society well known to be attached to those, 
principles ; and though I may not, on all and every occasion, 
have supported to their ultra wishes the politics of some of its 
members, I am not conscious that I have ever so far deviated , 
from their general feeling, as to deserve the charge of incon- 
sistency. In adopting the liberty of thinking for myself, I . 
rather hope to have gained the praise of this party than their 
censure ; because I humbly conceive that I have supported them., 
more from principle than from interest. In my adherence to . 
this independence of conduct, I may have had to endure the 
reproach of claiming to myself the liberty of conscience, and 
the privilege of a transient sacrifice of party feeling; but having < 
never swerved from the path of duty I had chalked out for my 
editorial labours ; having, as Milton says, " borne up and 
steered right onward, through this my devious and lengthened 
course," I do not know that I have forfeited one friend, or have 
lost a single reader of my Journal. Trials at law, and trials in 
words, I have encountered not a few; prosecutions from a 
Mills and persecutions from a Hunt ; attacks open and covert 
from friend and foe; — aye, even to the threats of midnight 
assassins ; — and what has, perhaps, been still more galling, be- • 
cause I consider character dearer than life itself, I have been 
obliged to endure in silence the inuendo that could not be 
answered, and the attack of the cowardly slanderer, that dared • 
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not to avow hit name. These I have endured, buoyed up by 
the continued and increasing patronage of you, my fellow-citi- 
zens; It was this which supported me in many a perilous situ- 
ation ; it was this which endued me with courage to embark in 
the publication of the series of Letters, which I have now 
brought to a conclusion. They have embraced subjects of the 
highest importance, and of the nicest delicacy 5 and in entering 
upon their discussion, I was well aware, that with the utmost 
caution, if I spoke the truth with boldness, I might have to 
encounter the jealous tongue of an irritated enemy, or the 
averted eye of an accustomed friend ; — pending their publica- 
tion, therefore, I chose to write anonymously. And under my 
fictitious name I have certainly found many more friends than 
foes; why it should be otherwise, when I disclose my name, I 
know not. I do not, indeed, anticipate that it will be so. I 
shall walk as uprightly, I shall meet as boldly, and I shall salute, 
as heretofore, any Gentleman that I have been used to address 
as my friend or acquaintance. Another reason for concealment 
was, that I am convinced the public in general, when such 
subjects are discussed as those on which I have ventured to ex- 
patiate, are much more apt to judge of their importance, and 
of their weight of argument and reasoning, by the name of the 
author, than by his matter. That by the course I have adopted, 
I have gained the public attention, I have found an hundred 
incontrovertible and convincing proofs: proofs so disinterested, 
that it were folly to doubt them. Had I addressed you in my 
editorial capacity; had I signed my initials; had I earlier 
avowed myself as the author ; — I am convinced, I should have 
been ridiculed for my. presumption in writing upon subjects to 
which it might have been supposed I had never turned my 
attention ; and upon which I must have been presumed to be 
ignorant. Indeed I have heard it daily asserted, that my Letters 
are the composition of a Committee ; that they are written by 
a Barrister ; by a Merchant ; by a Clergyman ; in fact by any 
body, but their real author. How I have remained so long 
undiscovered, I am much surprised. . It has always been my 
avowed determination, and I have endeavoured in the conduct 
of Felix Farley, to make it a marked feature in its columns, to 
give publicity to every communication which has had for its 
object the improvement of our city. I have always thought, 
that the discussion of local interests should be the leading" prin- 
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oiple and cars of a Provincial Printer; and many articles you 
have heretofore read were from the pen of Cosmo under other 
signatures. I trust, I may too, be permitted to add, that the. 
topics of Cosmo's Letters have for years past been uppermost in 
ray mind ; and I have long been accumulating materials for 
their publication. It was about three years since, that a warm 
friend and native of your city offered a Premium for an Essay 
on the Impediments to its Trade ; the outline of these Letters 
was then formed ; but my attention was diverted to other sub- • 
jects; and I regret that the gentleman, who gained the Prize, 
has not been induced to publish his successful composition ; it 
would shew him to be fully competent to, and highly deserving 
of, the important office to which he has been recently elected. 
Of Cosuo's Letters, therefore, I acknowledge myself to be the 
whole and sole, deserving or undeserving author ; and for their 
merits or demerits, their praise or censure, I am willing to abide 
by the public opinion. It would ill become me to speak of, or 
to make public some flattering testimonials I have received, 
during the progress of their publication, from various of my 
fellow-citizens. 

I have now, I trust, said enough to account satisfactorily, 
for the concealment of my name. To kjep it secret any longer 
would be the height of prudery and affectation. To several of 
my more immediate personal friends, and from whom I could 
not withhold my name, and from whose advice and superior 
sources of information I have derived the highest gratification, 
and the most important benefit ; to these Gentlemen I return 
my unfeigned thanks for the very honourable manner in which 
they kept the insignificant secret entrusted to them, as well as 
for their flattering and warm attachment expressed for the au- 
thor : to several Correspondents* also my acknowledgments are 
due for numerous valuable hints and pieces of information ; and 
to the different Gentlemen who compose our Corporate Bodies, 
and for whom, in their individual capacity, I must entertain 
the highest esteem, — to these Gentlemen, if I have felt it 
my duty to speak plainly and boldly, I trust I have never devi- 
ated from the courtesy that is due from one Gentleman to 
another ; or by a single expression have brought into dfcrepect 

* The liberality of Amicus is duly appreciated ; I am, thanks to a kind 
Providence, placed above the need of it. The assistance of Mentor , though 
kindly intended, is also unnecessary at present. 
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the high duties, which they discharge amongst us in tfie most 
exemplary and upright manner as Magistrates and persons in 
authority.* The Societies over which they preside, I am corn 
vinced, they are governing upon mistaken principles and a 
ruinous policy, only because they are so shackled and fettered 
with ancient customs and rules, that they know not how to break 
through them. 

The Press of Felix Farley I have always endeavoured to con- 
duct for the public good : it ever has been, and ever shall he at 
your service, whilst it is un^er my controul ; the only reward I 
have looked for, and hoped to obtain, has been your approba- 
tion. The cure of the evils I have felt it my duty to expose, 
rests, fellow-citizens, with yourselves. A crisis has arrived, and 
an opportunity now offers, while they are fresh before you, to 
remedy, if not wholly remove them, tn your future operations, 
however, let me intreat you to use urbanity with firmness, con- 
ciliation with vigour, and moderation in victory : your exertions 
for the emancipation of our Port, from the heavy burthens 
which oppress us, must then be crowned with success. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself, 

Your obliged and devoted humble Servant, 

JOHN MATHEW GUTCH. 

• w E«fix Farley's Journal Office, 
' * fcjth April, 1823. 

', - f • * ' * 

* Apologjvl* have been told, is expected from the pen of Cosmo. Apo* 
logy for what?*' For' publishing the truth! Surely my informant speaketh 
not truly. 
% 1 am informed, that in estimating the Town Dues at s£7000, I have ex- 
ceeded tfre amount of last year by =£2000. They amounted to nearly £ 5000. 

in 1809 Why then is it. that, they have not risen, but that they are of such 

a burthensome 'and- oppressive nature, that instead of the trade of our Port 
increasing or reviving, jt remains stationary. Is it thus with Liverpool? 
Head and blush, . Fellow-citizens, at the following fact: 

"The pr&sof bilsiiT&s fcf late, at our Custom House, has been unusually 
heavy. The exports to all parts of Jthe world have been greater than at almost 
any former season. During the quarter ending the 5th instant, there have 
been exported eleven and half millions of square yards of printed Calico, and 
the amount of the Debentures payable thereon (including other excise goods 
exported within the same period) exceeds ^166,000."— Liverpool Advertiser* 
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